GLOSSARY

aca luyegu second Tantric initiation of a Bajracarya
which empowers him to perform life-cycle ritu-
als

agdché temple housing an esoteric deity

agadyah esoteric deity of a clan, often of all mem-
bers of a caste

agusa tuft of hair (Nep. tuppi)

ahimsa not to injure or harm, the principal of non-
violence

ajima grandmother, evil spirit

akas the aether (one of the five elements) or blue sky
as the abode of Bhairava and spirits

akas dip offering of lights dedicated to the ancestors
in the month of Karttik

aksata (Nep.) see Nev. kigah

aksaya trtiya Indestructible Third, the third day of
the bright moon in April/May

amala (Nev. amvah, Skt. amalaki) is Emblica myro-
balan; Phylallanthus emblica L. (Euphorbiaceae)

amvah-hamvah a mixture of dried Emblica myroba-
lan (Phyllanthus emblica L. Euphorbiaceae) and
black sesame

asuddha, (Skt. asuddha) polluted, referring to per-
sons (like dumha) or objects (clothes, houses)

atali terrace on top floor level of a house

aiisi new moon (Skt. amavasya)

baigah top floor of the house, with kitchen and
shrine room for the ancestor deity

baji beaten rice

bajima wet or dry rice husk, offered to the preta
before cremation

bajya grandfather

Balacahre (Nep. Balacaturdasi) the 14" day of the
dark half in Mangsir

bandh strike

bare chuyegu initiation ritual for the sons of
Bajracarya

barha taygu menarche ritual

barro (Nev. hala, Skt. vibhitaka) is Belleric myroba-
lan; Terminalia nelleriva Roxb.

batah container of brass (to carry the vikalapinda)

bau offering to the spirits: either wettened husked
rice with turmeric or rice husk with red pepper

bhailahguthi  funeral association of painters
(Citrakara)

bhailahthvapi beer pot of clay, object of worship by
funeral associations

bhaja earthenware pot to heat up rice or to cook

bhécapuja worship of nephews by the chief mourn-
er

bhrigaraja see bhyalay

bhula small plots of two square metres dedicated to
an ancestor

bhusadha anniversary rituals (,,birthday,,)

bhuti white beans

bhvah paha families whose entire members are in-
vited to join the feasts at the conclusion of death
rituals

bhyalay (Skt. bhrigaraja) Eclipta prostrate Ait.,
small-leafed plant with yellow flowers and leaves,
inevitable part of any death ritual

bibau offering of seven diffent grains to the spirits
(for example on the occasion of Balacahre), also
beaten rice, black soybeans and fish offered to
chvasah stones in cases of illness

bikalapinda see vikalapinda

bikva short form of bikalapinda

Bisketjatra New Year festival, 12 to 18" April

bvah one portion of food on the occasion of a feast

byah yékegu food brought to the bereaved family on
the 4™, 5* and 6" day after death

byékegu to cause to be untied, to purify oneself by
taking a bath

cahre the 14" day of the dark or bright half of the
lunar month

caitya (Skt.) see cibhah

cakrapija (Skt.) ritual performed by the Jugi on the
occasion of nhenumha (7" day death ritual)

caku raw sugar

cana chick peas

capu grass sod

catamari flat bread of rice flour

cetana (Skt.) pure consciousness

ché house

chédi ground floor

chucii wheat flour

chvasah protective stone with a defined catchment
area of households, absorbing ritual waste

chvasahvaimha the mistress of the household
(nakhi) in the act of discarding the belongings of
the deceased on to the chvasah stone

cibhah Buddhist votive structure (Skt. stipa)

cika mustard oil or rape oil, used to rub the corpse
immediately after death

cika taygu ritual of applying mustard oil to the hair
on the 361* day after death

cipa polluted food (leftover or touched by others)

cuka confined courtyard, more often square in plan

cvakiajima stone in public space that absorbs after-
birth
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cvata second floor level of a house

cvaykah vanegu to inform all Jugi in town of a case
of death

dabu platform on a square

dag torch of straw carried to the cremation ground

dakila death ritual after 12 months

daksina (Skt.), Nev. dachina, a gift presented by a
client (jajman) to the priestly officiant

dala open arcade on ground floor level of a house

daphahsva (Skt. kundapuspa), jasmin.

Dasai festival in autumn for a period of 15 days to
celebrate the mythic victory of Durga over the
demon Mahisa

dasakriya (Nep., Skt.) “the ten works”, death rituals
of the first ten days

deba see dyahba

degudyah see dugudyah

dekha Tantric initiation

devaliguthi association to perform the worship of the
ancestor’s deity

dhacasva (Skt. damanakah), Indian wormwood,
artemisia Indica.

dharmadhatucaitya (Skt.) type of stupa

dhau curds

dhaupatu stand with two small cups for curds and
ritual rice

dhoti (Nep.) dress for males

dhuni (Nep.) eternal fire

dhup (Skt. dhiapa) incense

dhvaka stone on street crossings signifying places
haunted by spirits

digudyah see dugudyah

dip cremation ground

diva torch carried by Cald, heading the death proces-
sion

dubo (Nep., Skt. dirva, Nev. situ) a species of grass
(Cynodon dactylon) common to marshland which
survives the dry season, considered to be one of
the substitutes for the soma plant

du byékegu purificatory ritual on the 10" day after
death

dugu goat

dugudyah ancestral god

dumha male and female members of the phuki pol-
luted through death for the first ten days

dupa taygu admission of boys at the age of 4 or 5 to
(du = inside) the lineage (phuki)

duru milk

dirva (Skt.) see dubo

dyah deity

dyahba shroud, red or yellow cloth covering the
corpse during the death procession

dyahpalah caretaker (palah) at a non-iconic repre-
sentation, the seat (pitha) of a deity

dyahpalica see palimheca

ekadasica bvayegu offering of food to the preta on
the 11" day of death rituals

gahpaca spouted pot used to offer water to the
corpse

Gaijatra cow festival, Nep. for Saparu

gangajal (Nep.) pure water, originated from the
Ganga

garbha (Skt.) womb, interior of a caitya or temple

gayalvaha stone representing Gaya, installed at cre-
mation grounds

godana (Skt.) ritual offering of a cow

Gunipunhi (Nep. Janaiparnima), full moon in
August

gusipakva storehouse for wood used for cremations

guthi (funeral) association; designation of the annual
congregation

guthiché house (ché) of a funeral association

gvé betel nut

gvésabhvay feast on the occasion of marriage

gyah (Nep. ghi) clarified butter

gyah-kasti purified butter and honey, added to the
pinda and put into the fire on the 12" day after
death

gyahcaku a dish of butter and sugar, ritually con-
sumed on 15" January (Magha sarnkranti)

haku hamvah black (haku) sesame (hamvah), said to
represent the sweat of Visnu

hamvah-techva a mixture of black sesame and bar-
ley, used for the purificatory bath on the 10" day
ritual (du byékegu)

harro (Skt. haritaki) is Chebulic myrobalan;
Terminalia chebula Retz. (Combretaceae)

hiti step-well

hydgah charcoal

hyaiisinhah vermilion used to mark the forehead

ihi initiation ritual for girls, mock marriage with the
bel fruit

ijjat (Nep., Urdu) respect, prestige

ika (Nep. sarsun) rape, Brassica napus

ilaka segment of urban space centering around an es-
sential shrine which receives blood offerings

istadevata (Skt.) the deity (chosen by the worshipper
himself)

Jahdhii drinking fountain

Jjajman (Skt. yajamana) client of a priest, sacrificer

Jaki wettened husked rice

Jakva old-age celebration

Jjalasi Kidney

Jjaldan (Nep., Skt. jaladana) ritual offering of water

jaldan gahpaca pots used in death rituals for the
offering of water from the 30" day offering on-
wards

Jjatah horoscope

Jicabhaju the brother-in-law or husband of a sister of
the deceased, who has no more parents

jugibvah offering to the ancestors, handed over to
the Jugi four times a year and after death rituals

jugigah cremation ground for Jugi

Jugini female Jugi who collects offerings
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Jvalanhayka mirror, brought by the barber on the 10
day death ritual

kaciapa unfired, sun-dried brick

kaciapa vaygu to discard unfired bricks on a chvasah
stone

kacika raw cotton, to bind the bier

kakabali (Nep.) offering of ten pindas dedicated to
the crows on the 10" day

kalahajima stone in public space that absorbs offer-
ings to the spirits in case of illness

kalah vaygu to discard the food offerings dedicated
to the pitr on the occasion of a feast of the lineage
at a chvasah stone

kalas (Skt. kalasa) ritual vase containing water

kapaypu cotton seeds

kasu green peas

katto nakegu to feed with a dish that includes a piece
of the corpse’s skull

kaytapuja initiation ritual of boys

kegu peas

khalu (Skt. kiratatikta) bitter herb, usually pre-
scribed in case of malaria and diabetes (Agathotes
chirayta)

khame name of the sacrificial buffalo offered on the
eve of vijayadasami during Dasai

khau crushed oil cake (from mustard seeds)

khukuri (Nep.) large knife, carried by a member of
the funeral association to intimidate the deceased

khula death ritual after six months

khusibvah offering to the preta on the 7" and 45"
day after death, discarded into the river (khusi)

khyah open ground (Nep. khel)

kigah unbroken rice, used in rituals (Nep., Skt.
aksata)

kijapiaja worship of brothers by their sisters and
aunts (the mamha pitr)

kikipa a crown, symbolizing the ancestor deity

kirtan (Nep.) group engaged in devotional songs

kriyaputra (Nep., Skt.) see Nev. mitamha

ksetrapala (Skt.) tutelary deity, guardian of a court-
yard or square

kuchi measurement of volume, equal to two mana

kuchibhvay feast (including two mana of beaten
rice) on the eighth day of Dasai in October

kici short handle of a spade

kula (Skt.) descendants of a family, lineage

kuladevata (Skt.) lineage deity (see dugudyah)

kulché house of origin of a patrilinear group

kulehoma (Nep.) symbolic fire in front of the house
of a deceased before the corpse is carried to the
cremation ground

kumbha (Skt.) small spouted pot, used in the latya
death ritual

kus (Skt. kusa) grass (Desmostachys bipinnata), the
most sacred of Indian grasses, used in death ritu-
als, at times representing the Brahmin

kusa lapte (Nep. malu) climber found in sal forests,
Bauhinia vahlii Wight & Arn.

kutva bier to carry the corpse

kvaca large earthenware pot used for the 7" day
death ritual

kvaja see khusibvah

kvala copper bowl, exclusively used in rituals

kvapahdyah central deity of a Buddhist monastery

la lane

lachi small square

lakca ritualised mourning of male and female mem-
bers of the phuki as well as friends and neighbours
on the 4" day after death

lakcabaji an offering of beaten rice (baji) on the 4
day after death

lakca vanegu to approach the house of the chief
mourner wailing

latya (Skt. sapindikarana) union with the ancestors
on the 13" or 45" day of death rituals (lit. “one
and a half months™).

latya yaygu to perform the death ritual of the 13" or
45% day

lauka gourd

lha hand

lha panegu purifying the hands above a fire, ritual on
the 12" day after death

liidhvaka golden gate, especially of Bhaktapur
Palace

lukhapija ritual performance at a door before enter-
ing the house

macabu byékegu purification ritual after birth (on
the 4™ or 5" day, cutting the umbilical cord)

macagah = macaphvdgah burial ground for children
who died before the rice-feeding ceremony

mahanta (Nep.) head of a math, in Bhaktapur a
group of Non-Newars who are considered san-
nyasi, who are not cremated but buried in a
seated, cross-legged posture, as though engaged
in meditation

maiti ghar (Nep.) see thahché

maling kind of shawm played by Jugi

mamha pitr daughters, aunts and grandaunts who are
invited to feast, lit “living ancestors”

mana volumetric measure, equal to half a kuchi

marica deep fried small loaf of fine wheat flour, with
no taste

masanta the last day of the month according to the
solar calendar

mata light (Nep. dip)

mata first floor level of a house

matha religious institution (of mahantas)

may black lentils

mha body

mha gekegu to prepare the corpse before being car-
ried to the cremation ground

mhapija worshipping the body on the first day of the
bright moon in October/November, the first day
of the Year according to Nepal Samvat

mhasusinhah yellow colour used to mark the fore-
head in the course of death rituals
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mhaymaca daughter or sister of the deceased, who
prepares the nhenumha food

mheca small bag containing offerings

mi fire

mi mapumha children who have died before the age
of rice-feeding ceremony, lit. “bodies that are not
exposed to fire”

mi sali incense, a special variety liked by ancestors

mipunali torch of straw

mitamha the chief mourner, who gives fire to the
pyre

miidip principal cremation ground at Cupighat

mulu long needle, used to hurt the preta on the 10"
day

murda (Nep.) corpse, death

murdaguthi funeral association

murdasamstha funeral association (in Satepa)

musva (Skt. mulapuspa) flower used for ancestor
worship (dugudyahpija)

musya soy beans

musydpva torch supplied by the family of the chief
mourner and the households of the married
daughters to accompany the death procession

mutumari cones of steamed rice flour

mva luyegu to take a purifying bath, on the 11" day
of death rituals

mvahni black stroke on the forehead signifying the
sharing of a sacrifice, especially on the occasion
of vijayadasami

nagaraja the King of Serpents

nahbatah brass container (batah) used for water
(nah)

nahkapah cotton strips worn by the chief mourner
around head and waist

nakhi mistress of a household, or of a group

nani spacious courtyard

napah (Nep. narkat) local variety of reed

narainguthi association of Krsna bhakti assisting in
death rituals

Nauni wife of a barber (Nau)

nayah head of a group, a congregation, a clan

naykhi the drum played by butchers

nhenumha death ritual on the 7" day (nhenu)

nhenumha bvah offering of food to the preta on the
7" day of the death rituals

nhenumha kaygu receiving the offerings to the preta
on the 7" day by the Jugi

nhenumha thuimha the cook of the food offered to
the preta on the 7" day, invariably the mhaymaca

nisla biyegu the carrying of the nisla offering (wheat
flour, ginger, betel nut and coin) to the Brahmin’s
house

nityapuja (Skt.) celebration at the end of the day

nyedatithi death ritual performed after two years

pdca grey clay

paju uncle: mother’s brother

pajukhalah matrilinear relatives

paka (Nep. rayo) broad leaf mustard with reddish
brown seeds, Brassica juncea (L.) Czern.

pakha eaves

pakhaja offering of food to the preta, placed below
the eaves on the 7" day after death

palah caretaker, the present incumbant of the post on
the basis of annual rotation

palesva lotus flower

palimheca treasure box of the funeral association,
which accompanies the death procession

paricabali (Nep., Skt.) five offerings

Paficadanacahre the 14™ of the dark moon in Sep-
tember

paricada$akalapindadana (Skt.) the offering of the
15" pinda prior to the sapindikarana

paficagavya (Nep., Skt.) the five products of a cow:
cow dung, urine, milk, curds and butter

pap (Skt. papa) evil, harmful, sin

pasa friend, helper (in death rituals the jicabhaju)

Pasacahre (Skt. piSacacaturdasi) Goblin’s Four-
teenth, the 14" day of the dark moon in March, an
occasion to propitiate the spirits

pasah shop

peca straw ring used to support pots

pekhi (Nev.) = (Skt.) pinda, sacrificial ball

pekhilaca lane or path to the river

pekhi tayyékegu to carry the ingredients for pinda to
the house of the chief mourner

pekhi vaygu to discard the offerings of pinda

penhu dukha cvanegu to express grief on the 4™ day
after death

phuki lineage group, close agnates up to the third
generation, shares the same dugudyah, all mem-
bers are dumha, polluted for a period of ten days

pica small basket made of reed, used for the 7" day
death ritual

pikhalakhu stone guarding the threshold of houses
and temples, absorbs ritual waste on various oc-
casions

pinda (Skt.) balls of cooked rice, wheat or barley,
offered to the ancestors (pitrs)

pindapatra see kvala

pindavedi (Skt.) place designated for lining up the
pindas

pisac (Skt. pisaca) demonic beings, spirits that con-
gregate at cremation grounds and on crossroads

Pisacacaturdasi (Skt.) see Pasacahre

pitarah (Skt.) forefathers (cf. pitr)

pith (Skt. pitha) seat of a deity in non-iconic form

pitr (Skt.) ancestor of a family or clan, manes (cf.
pitarah)

pi vay yékegu to discard the afterbirth and the um-
bilical cord (on a cvakiajima stone)

prana (Skt.) breath, vital force

pranavayu (Skt.) the breath of life or life principle;
the five life winds

prasad (Nep., Skt. prasada) divine grace, the offer-
ing returned by a priest to the client
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preta (Skt.) ethereal form assumed by a dead man
during the period between death and union with
his or her ancestors (pitr)

pretabali (Skt., Nep.) offering of 10 pindas on the
10" day

Pretakriyapaddhati notebook to guide the priest in
death rituals

pretasantihoma (Skt.) see kulehoma

pujakvatha shrine room on top floor level

pulu woven bamboo mat on which the corpse is
placed

putugvé relationship to the bereaved family ex-
pressed through the acceptance of betel nuts (gvé)
on the occasion of a marriage ceremony

Pvaylapunhi full moon in December

sa (Nep. gai) cow

sd khaygu to shave the head in an act of purification

sadatithi death ritual after three years

saduru cow milk

sal the Sal tree (Shorea robusta)

sala vanegu to proceed along a route towards the
cremation ground

sali small earthenware cup

samadhi (Skt.) posture of meditation, cross-legged

samaybaji the first food containing rice, soy beans,
ginger, egg and fish handed out by the priest on
the 12" day after death

sanahgu funeral association (also sanaguthr)

sangha (Skt.) congregation, monastic order

sankalpa or samkalpa (Skt.) ritual declaration of
intent

Santi (Skt.) tranquillity, absence of passion

Santijatra (Skt.) procession demonstrating the val-
ues of the Om $anti sect

sanyasi (Skt. samnyasin) ascetic, one who has relin-
quished all worldly attachments and values

Saparu festival of the cow (sa) on the first day
(paru) of the dark half of the moon in August/
September

sapindikarana (Skt.) see Nev. latya

Sayyadana (Skt.) offering of a bed on the 45*% day
after death

sesthe (Skt. Sesa) remaining lump (of pinda dough)

sibaja “the music of death,,, played by butchers

sichyah flat cymbals played by butchers

sigutht funeral association

sila lanes reserved for death processions

stmana boundary

sinasva (Nep. bhimsenpati) longish leaf essential for
death rituals, Buddleja asiatica,

Sithinakah the 6™ day of the bright half of the moon
in June

Sivalinga (Skt.) non-iconic, phallic representation
of Siva

sorasraddha (Nep.) period of sixteen (sora) days in
September for performing the death ritual for the
ancestors by the head (nayah) of the clan

Sraddha (Skt.) ancestor ritual

$ri paiicamt gutht congregation of a funeral associa-
tion on the 5" day of the bright moon in February
(,,beginning of spring”)

subya Thursday after full moon in April

suddha (Skt. Suddha) not polluted, pure

suddha vakegu attaining purity (on the 12" day)

Sidra (Skt.) untouchables

sukunda ritual lamp, symbolizing the sun (Sirya)

supari (Nep.) see Nev. gvé

svagaki plate with rice

svamva luyegu purificatory ritual on the 11" day
after death

svanabali (Nep.) offering of ten pindas dedicated to
the dogs on the 10" day

svari bread of fine wheat flour, deep fried in butter

svava (Nep. jungadhan) variety of rice used as offer-
ings for the ancestors, Oryza sativa

syu head of a sacrificial animal

sykabhvay feast in conclusion of the dugudyahpija

tahdhaguthi funeral association of the painters

talay (Skt. tangaraja) large-leafed plant with white
flowers, inevitable part of any death ritual

tangaraja see talay

tahdr “the great day”, the first Sunday or Thursday
after aksaya trtiya, the most intensive day for the
worship of ancestor deities

tahsi auspicious citrus fruit, offered on the occasion
of mhapuja and by the Navadurga

tapabajya great-grandfather

tarul sweet potato

tdy popped rice

techva barley

thahché (Nep. maiti ghar) designation of the mater-
nal home of women

thva rice beer

thvapica beer sieve

tila black sesame seeds (Sesamum indicum)

triphala (Skt.) a mixture of emblica (amvah), che-
bula (Nep. harro, Skt. haritaki) and belleric (Nep.
barro, Skt. vibhitika) myrobalan

tripinda (Skt.) three parts of the pretapinda which
are joined with the pindas representing the ances-
tors

trisul (Skt. trisala) trident, emblem of Siva

tulst basil, Ocimum sanctum

tulsivedt platform for basil plant

tvah (Nep. tol) well-defined quarter of a town

tvald (Skt. torana) tympanum

va unhusked rice

vakijaki a mixture of husked and unhusked rice

vikalapinda (Skt.) pinda reserved for unknown de-
ceased and miscarriages

visvedevah (Skt.) semi-divine forefathers, demigods

yahmari cone-shaped sweets offered on the occasion
of birthdays and on full moon in November

yahmaripunhi full moon in November
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yaka paha families of which only one member is in-  sented by the Hatake$vara linga on the 10" day after
vited to join the feast that concludes death rituals death
yamadhara Yama’s spout, cooling the preta repre yanyapunhi full moon in September





