
GLOSSARY 

äcä luyegu second Tantric initiation of a Bajräcärya 
which empowers him to perform life-cycle ritu
als 

ägiiche temple housing an esoteric deity 
ägiidya� esoteric deity of a clan, often of all mem

bers of a caste 
iigusä tuft of hair (Nep. fuppl) 
ahirrisä not to injure or harm, the principal of non

violence 
ajimä grandmother, evil spirit 
äkäs the aether (one of the five elements) or blue sky 

as the abode of Bhairava and spirits 
äkäs dip offering of lights dedicated to the ancestors 

in the month of Kärttik 
ak�ata (Nep.) see Nev. kiga� 
ak�aya trüyä Indestructible Third, the third day of 

the bright moon in April/May 
amalä (Nev. ämva�, Skt. ämalakl) is Emblica myro

balan; Phylallanthus emblica l. (Euphorbiaceae) 
ämva�-hämva� a mixture of dried Emblica myroba

lan (Phyllanthus emblica l. Euphorbiaceae) and 
black sesame 

asuddha, (Skt. asuddha) polluted, referring to per-
sons (like dumhä) or objects (clothes, houses) 

atäli terrace on top floor level of a house 
ausi new moon (Skt. amäväsyä) 
baiga� top floor of the house, with kitchen and 

shrine room for the ancestor deity 
baji beaten rice 
bajimä wet or dry rice husk, offered to the preta 

before cremation 
bäjyä grandfather 
Bäläcahre (Nep. Bäläcaturdasi:) the 141h day of the 

dark half in Mangsir 
bandh strike 
häre chuyegu initiation ritual for the sons of 

Bajräcärya 
bärhä taygu menarch ritual 
barro (Nev. hala, Skt. vibhitaka) is Belleric myroba

lan; Terminalia nelleriva Roxb. 
batä� container of brass (to carry the vikalapil:uj,a) 
bau offering to the spirits: either wettened husked 

rice with turmeric or rice husk with red pepper 
bhaila�guthi funeral association of painters 

(Citrakära) 
bhaila�thviipi beer pot of clay, object of worship by 

funeral associations 
bhajii earthenware pot to heat up rice or to cook 
bhecäpüjä worship of nephews by the chief moum

er 

bhrngaräja see bhyaläy 
bhulii small plots of two square metres dedicated to 

an ancestor 
bhusadhii anniversary rituals (,,birthday,,) 
bhuti white beans 
bhva� pähii families whose entire members are in

vited to join the feasts at the conclusion of death 
rituals 

bhyaläy (Skt. bhrngaräja) Eclipta prostrate Ait., 
small-leafed plant with yellow flowers and leaves, 
inevitable part of any death ritual 

bibau offering of seven diffent grains to the spirits 
(for example on the occasion of Bäläcahre), also 
beaten rice, black soybeans and fish offered to 
chväsa� stones in cases of illness 

bikalapil'}rj,a see vikalapifJ{j,a 
bikva short form of bikalapifJ{j,a 
Bisketjäträ New Year festival, 12'h to 181h April 
bva� one portion of food on the occasion of a feast 
byä� yekegu food brought to the bereaved family on 

the 4'h, 5 1h and 61h day after death
byekegu to cause to be untied, to purify oneself by 

taking a bath 
cahre the 14'h day of the dark or bright half of the 

lunar month 
caitya (Skt.) see cibhä� 
cakrapüjä (Skt.) ritual performed by the Jugi on the 

occasion of nhenumhä (71h day death ritual) 
cäku raw sugar 
canä chick peas 
capu grass sod 
catämari flat bread of rice flour 
cetanä (Skt.) pure consciousness 
chehouse 
che(j,i ground floor 
chucu wheat flour 
chväsa� protective stone with a defined catchment 

area of households, absorbing ritual waste 
chväsa�väimhä the mistress of the household 

(nakhi) in the act of discarding the belongings of 
the deceased on to the chväsa� stone 

cibha� Buddhist votive structure (Skt. stüpa) 
cikii mustard oil or rape oil, used to rub the corpse 

immediately after death 
cikii taygu ritual of applying mustard oil to the hair 

on the 361" day after death 
cipa polluted food (leftover or touched by others) 
cuka confined courtyard, more often square in plan 
cvakiajimä stone in public space that absorbs after-

birth 
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cvatä second floor level of a house 
cvaykafJ vanegu to inforrn all Jugi in town of a case 

of death 
dabu platform on a square 
däg torch of straw carried to the cremation ground 
däkilä death ritual after 12 months 
dak�i,:iä (Skt.), Nev. dachinä, a gift presented by a 

client (jajmän) to the priestly officiant 
dalii open arcade on ground floor level of a house 
daphafJsvii (Skt. ku,:irj,äpu�pa), jasrnin. 
DasäT festival in auturnn for a period of 15 days to 

celebrate the mythic victory of Durgä over the 
demon Mahi�a 

da§akriyä (Nep., Skt.) "the ten works", death rituals 
of the first ten days 

debii see dyafJbii 
degudyafJ see dugudyafJ 
dekhä Tantric initiation 
deväliguthi association to perform the worship of the 

ancestor's deity 
dhäcäsvii (Skt. damanakafJ), Indian wormwood, 

arternisia Indica. 
dharmadhätucaitya (Skt.) type of stüpa 
dhau curds 
dhaupatu stand with two small cups for curds and 

ritual rice 
dhoti (Nep.) dress for males 
dhuni (Nep.) eternal fire 
dhüp (Skt. dhüpa) incense 
dhväkä stone on street crossings signifying places 

haunted by spirits 
digudyafJ see dugudyafJ 
dip cremation ground 
divii torch carried by Cäla, heading the death proces

sion 
rj,ubo (Nep., Skt. dürvä, Nev. situ) a species of grass 

(Cynodon dactylon) common to marshland which 
survives the dry season, considered to be one of 
the substitutes for the soma plant 

du byekegu purificatory ritual on the 10th day after 
death 

dugu goat 
dugudyafJ ancestral god 
dumhä male and female members of the phuki pol

luted through death for the first ten days 
dupä taygu admission of boys at the age of 4 or 5 to 

(du= inside) the lineage (phukt) 
duru milk 
dürvä (Skt.) see rj,ubo 
dyafJ deity 
dya!Jbii shroud, red or yellow cloth covering the 

corpse during the death procession 
dyafJpäläfJ caretaker (päläfJ) at a non-iconic repre

sentation, the seat (pifha) of a deity 
dyafJpä!Tcä see pä!Imhecä 
ekädasicä bvayegu offering of food to the preta on 

the 11 'h da y of death ri tu als 

ga!Jpacä spouted pot used to offer water to the 
corpse 

Gäijäträ cow festival, Nep. for Säpäru 
galigäjal (Nep.) pure water, originated from the 

Gangä 
garbha (Skt.) womb, interior of a caitya or temple 
gayälvahii stone representing Gäya, installed at cre

mation grounds 
godäna (Skt.) ritual offering of a cow 
Gunipunhi (Nep. Janaipün:iimä), füll moon in 

August 
gusipakva storehouse for wood used for cremations 
guthi (funeral) association; designation of the annual 

congregation 
guthiche house (ehe) of a funeral association 
gve bete! nut 
gvesabhvay feast on the occasion of marriage 
gyafJ (Nep. ght) clarified butter 
gyafJ-kasti purified butter and honey, added to the 

pi,:irj,a and put into the fire on the 12th day after 
death 

gya!Jcäku a dish of butter and sugar, ritually con
sumed on 15 th January (Mägha salikranti) 

häku hämvafJ black (häku) sesame (hämvafJ), said to 
represent the sweat of Vi�i:iu 

hämvafJ-techva a mixture of black sesame and bar
ley, used for the purificatory bath on the 10th day 
ritual (du byekegu) 

harro (Skt. haritakt) is Chebulic myrobalan; 
Terminalia chebula Retz. (Combretaceae) 

hiti step-well 
hyiigafJ charcoal 
hyäiisinhafJ verrnilion used to mark the forehead 
ihi initiation ritual for girls, mock marriage with the 

bei fruit 
ijjat (Nep., Urdu) respect, prestige 
ikä (Nep. sarsun) rape, Brassica napus 
iläkä segment of urban space centering around an es

sential shrine which receives blood offerings 
i�fadevatä (Skt.) the deity (chosen by the worshipper 

himself) 
jafJdhii drinking fountain 
jajmän (Skt. yajamäna) client of a priest, sacrificer 
jäki wettened husked rice 
jiikva old-age celebration 
jalasi kidney 
jaldän (Nep., Skt. jaladäna) ritual offering of water 
jaldän gafJpacä pots used in death rituals for the 

offering of water from the 30th day offering on
wards 

jätafJ horoscope 
jicäbhäju the brother-in-law or husband of a sister of 

the deceased, who has no more parents 
jugibvafJ offering to the ancestors, handed over to 

the Jugi four times a year and after death rituals 
jugigafJ cremation ground for Jugi 
Jugini female Jugi who collects offerings 



jvälänhäykii mürnr, brought by the barber on the 10th 

day death ritual 
käciapä unfired, sun-dried brick 
käciapä väygu to discard unfired bricks on a chväsaJ:i 

stone 
käcikä raw cotton, to bind the bier 
käkäbali (Nep.) offering of ten pir;rj,as dedicated to 

the crows on the I Üth day 
kaläJ:iajimä stone in public space that absorbs offer

ings to the spirits in case of illness 
kaläJ:i väygu to discard the food offerings dedicated 

to the pitr on the occasion of a feast of the lineage 
at a chväsaJ:i stone 

kalas (Skt. kala.fo) ritual vase containing water 
kapäypu cotton seeds 
kasu green peas 
käyo nakegu to feed with a dish that includes a piece 

of the corpse' s skull 
kaytäpüjä initiation ritual of boys 
kegu peas 
khalu (Skt. kirätatikta) bitter herb, usually pre

scribed in case of malaria and diabetes (Agathotes 
chirayta) 

khiime name of the sacrificial buffalo offered on the 
eve of vijayada.fom"i during Dasäi 

khau crushed oil cake (from mustard seeds) 
khukuri (Nep.) !arge knife, carried by a member of 

the funeral association to intimidate the deceased 
khulä death ritual after six months 
khusibvaJ:i offering to the preta on the 7th and 45 th 

day after death, discarded into the river (khusi) 
khyaJ:i open ground (Nep. khel) 
kigaJ:i unbroken rice, used in rituals (Nep., Skt. 

ak$ata) 
kijäpüjä worship of brothers by their sisters and 

aunts (the mämhä pitr) 
kikfpä a crown, symbolizing the ancestor deity 
k"irtan (Nep.) group engaged in devotional songs 
kriyäputra (Nep., Skt.) see Nev. mitamhä 
k$etrapäla (Skt.) tutelary deity, guardian of a court-

yard or square 
kuchi measurement of volume, equal to two mana 
kuchibhvay feast (including two mana of beaten 

rice) on the eighth day of DasäT in October 
kücü short handle of a spade 
kula (Skt.) descendants of a family, lineage 
kuladevatä (Skr.) lineage deity (see dugudyaJ:i) 
kulche hause of origin of a patrilinear group 
kulehoma (Nep.) symbolic fire in front of the house 

of a deceased before the corpse is carried to the 
cremation ground 

kumbha (Skt.) small spouted pot, used in the latyä 
death ritual 

kus (Skt. ku.fo) grass (Desmostachys bipinnata), the 
most sacred of Indian grasses, used in death ritu
als, at times representing the Brahmin 

kusä lapte (Nep. mälu) climber found in säl forests, 
Bauhinia vahlü Wight & Arn. 
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kutva bier to carry the corpse 
kviicä !arge earthenware pot used for the 7th day 

death ritual 
kvajä see khusibvaJ:i 
kvalä copper bowl, exclusively used in rituals 
kväpäJ:idyaJ:i central deity of a Buddhist monastery 
lä lane 
lächi small square 
lakca ritualised mourning of male and female mem

bers of the phuk"i as weil as friends and neighbours 
on the 4th day after death 

lakcabaji an offering of beaten rice (baji) on the 4th 

day after death 
lakca vanegu to approach the house of the chief 

mourner wailing 
latyä (Skt. sapir;rj,"ikarar;a) union with the ancestors 

on the 13 th or 45th day of death rituals (lit. "one 
and a half months"). 

latyä yäygu to perform the death ritual of the 13th or 
45th day 

laukä gourd 
lhä hand 
lhä panegu purifying the hands above a fire, ritual on 

the 12th day after death 
liidhväkä golden gate, especially of Bhaktapur 

Palace 
lukhäpüjä ritual performance at a door before enter

ing the house 
macabu byekegu purification ritual after birth (on 

the 4th or 5th day, cutting the umbilical cord) 
macägaJ:i = macäphviigaJ:i burial ground for children 

who died before the rice-feeding ceremony 
mahantä (Nep.) head of a mafh, in Bhaktapur a 

group of Non-Newars who are considered san
nyäsi, who are not cremated but buried in a 
seated, cross-legged posture, as though engaged 
in meditation 

mäiü ghar (Nep.) see thaJ:iche 
mäling kind of shawm played by Jugi 
mämhä pitr daughters, aunts and grandaunts who are 

invited to feast, lit "living ancestors" 
mana volumetric measure, equal to half a kuchi 
märicä deep fried small loaf of fine wheat flour, with 

no taste 
masänta the last day of the month according to the 

solar calendar 
matä light (Nep. dip) 
mätii first floor level of a house 
mafha religious institution (of mahantäs) 
mäy black lentils 
mhä body 
mhä gekegu to prepare the corpse before being car

ried to the cremation ground 
mhäpüjä worshipping the body on the first day of the 

bright moon in October/November, the first day 
of the Year according to Nepäl Sarµvat 

mhäsusinhaJ:i yellow colour used to mark the fore
head in the course of death rituals 
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mhäymacä daughter or sister of the deceased, who 
prepares the nhenumhä food 

mhecä small bag containing offerings 
mi fire 
mi mapumhä children who have died before the age 

of rice-feeding ceremony, lit. "bodies that are not 
exposed to fire" 

mi sali incense, a special variety liked by ancestors 
mipunäli torch of straw 
mitamhä the chief mourner, who gives fire to the 

pyre 
müdip principal cremation ground at CupTghä! 
mulu long needle, used to hurt the preta on the 10th 

day 
murdä (Nep.) corpse, death 
murdäguthi funeral association 
murdäsaf!!sthä funeral association (in Satepa) 
musvii (Skt. mulapu�pa) flower used for ancestor 

worship (dugudyabpüjä) 
musyä soy beans 
musyiipvä torch supplied by the family of the chief 

mourner and the households of the married 
daughters to accompany the death procession 

mutumäri cones of steamed rice flour 
mva luyegu to take a purifying bath, on the 11 th day 

of death ri tuals 
mvabni black strake on the forehead signifying the 

sharing of a sacrifice, especially on the occasion 
of vijayada§ami 

nägaräjä the King of Serpents 
näbbatäb brass container (batäb) used for water 

(näb) 
näbkäpab cotton strips worn by the chief moumer 

around head and waist 
nakhimistress of a household, or of a group 
nani spacious courtyard 
napab (Nep. narkaf) local variety of reed 
naraingutht association of K.r�i:iä bhakti assisting in 

death rituals 
Nauni' wife of a barber (Nau) 
näyab head of a group, a congregation, a clan 
näykhithe drum played by butchers 
nhenumhä death ritual on the 7th day (nhenu) 
nhenumhä bvab offering of food to the preta on the 

7th day of the death rituals 
nhenumhä käygu receiving the offerings to the preta 

on the 7th day by the Jugi 
nhenumhä thuimhä the cook of the food offered to 

the preta on the 7th day, invariably the mhäymacä 
nislä biyegu the carrying of the nislä offering (wheat 

flour, ginger, bete! nut and coin) to the Brahmin's 
house 

nityapüjä (Skt.) celebration at the end of the day 
nyedätithi death ritual performed after two years 
piicä grey clay 
päju uncle: mother's brother 
päjukhalab matrilinear relatives 

pakä (Nep. räyo) broad leaf mustard with reddish 
brown seeds, Brassica juncea (L.) Czern. 

päkhä eaves 
päkhäjä offering of food to the preta, placed below 

the eaves on the 7th day after death 
päläb caretaker, the present incumbant of the post on 

the basis of annual rotation 
palesvii lotus flower 
pälimhecä treasure box of the funeral association, 

which accompanies the death procession 
paficabali (Nep., Skt.) five offerings 
Paiicadänacahre the 14th of the dark moon in Sep

tember 
paficada§akaläpü;(j,adäna (Skt.) the offering of the 

15 th pil:z(j,a prior to the sapü:iefikarm:ia 
paficagavya (Nep., Skt.) the five products of a cow: 

cow dung, urine, milk, curds and butter 
päp (Skt. päpa) evil, harmful, sin 
päsä friend, helper (in death rituals the jicäbhäju) 
Pasacahre (Skt. pisäcacaturda.§t) Goblin's Four-

teenth, the 14th day of the dark moon in March, an 
occasion to propitiate the spirits 

pasab shop 
pecä straw ring used to support pots 
pekhi (Nev.) = (Skt.) pü:,.(j,a, sacrificial ball 
pekhiläcä lane or path to the river 
pekhi tayyekegu to carry the ingredients for pif;(j,a to 

the house of the chief mourner 
pekhi väygu to discard the offerings of pü;(j,a 
penhu dukha cvanegu to express grief on the 4th day 

after death 
phuki lineage group, close agnates up to the third 

generation, shares the same dugudyab, all mem
bers are dumhä, polluted for a period of ten days 

picä small basket made of reed, used for the 7th day 
death ritual 

pikhäläkhu stone guarding the threshold of houses 
and temples, absorbs ritual waste on various oc
casions 

pü:,.(j,a (Skt.) balls of cooked rice, wheat or barley, 
offered to the ancestors (pitrs) 

pit1.{j,apätra see kvalä 
pit1.{j,avedi (Skt.) place designated for lining up the 

pit1.{j,as 
pisäc (Skt. pisäca) demonic beings, spirits that con-

gregate at cremation grounds and on crossroads 
Pisäcacaturdasi' (Skt.) see Pasacahre 
pitarab (Skt.) forefathers (cf. pitr) 
pith (Skt. pifha) seat of a deity in non-iconic form 
pitr (Skt.) ancestor of a family or clan, manes (cf. 

pitarab) 
pi väy yekegu to discard the afterbirth and the um

bilical cord (on a cvakiajimä stone) 
prät1.a (Skt.) breath, vital force 
prat1.aväyu (Skt.) the breath of life or life principle; 

the five life winds 
prasäd (Nep., Skt. prasäda) divine grace, the offer

ing returned by a priest to the dient 



preta (Skt.) ethereal form assumed by a dead man 
during the period between death and union with 
his or her ancestors (pitr) 

pretabali (Skt., Nep.) offering of IO pil'_lq,as on the 
10th day 

Pretakr"iyäpaddhati notebook to guide the priest in 
death ri tu als 

pretasäntihoma (Skt.) see kulehoma 
pujäkvathä shrine room on top floor level 
pulu woven bamboo mat on which the corpse is 

placed 
putugve relationship to the bereaved family ex

pressed through the acceptance of betel nuts (gve) 
on the occasion of a marriage ceremony 

Pvayläpunhi füll moon in December 
sä (Nep. gäI) cow 
sii khäygu to shave the head in an act of purification 
sadatithi death ritual after three years 
säduru cow milk 
sät the Sal tree (Shorea robusta) 
sata vänegu to proceed along a route towards the 

cremation ground 
sali small earthenware cup 
samädhi (Skt.) posture of meditation, cross-legged 
samaybaji the first food containing rice, soy beans, 

ginger, egg and fish handed out by the priest on 
the 12th day after death 

sanäJ:tgu füneral association (also sanäguthl) 
sangha (Skt.) congregation, monastic order 
sankalpa or sarrikalpa (Skt.) ritual declaration of 

intent 
sänti (Skt.) tranquillity, absence of passion 
säntijäträ (Skt.) procession demonstrating the val

ues of the Orp sänti sect 
sanyäsi (Skt. sarrinyäsin) ascetic, one who has relin

quished all worldly attachments and values 
Säpäru festival of the cow (sä) on the first day 

(päru) of the dark half of the moon in August/ 
September 

sapi!'_!ef,ikara,:,.a (Skt.) see Nev. latyä 
§ayyadäna (Skt.) offering of a bed on the 45 th day

after death
sesthe (Skt. §e�a) remaining lump (of pil'_lq,a dough)
sibäjä "the music of death,,, played by butchers
sichyäJ:t flat cymbals played by butchers
siguthl funeral association
silii lanes reserved for death processions
simänä boundary
sinasvii (Nep. bhlmsenpati) longish leaf essential for

death rituals, Buddleja asiatica,
Sithinaka� the 6th day of the bright half of the moon

in June
sivalinga (Skt.) non-iconic, phallic representation

of Siva
sora§räddha (Nep.) period of sixteen (sora) days in

September for performing the death ritual for the 
ancestors by the head (näyaJ:t) of the clan 
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§räddha (Skt.) ancestor ritual
sri paiicaml guthi congregation of a füneral associa

tion on the 5th day of the bright moon in February 
(,,beginning of spring") 

subyä Thursday after füll moon in April 
suddha (Skt. §uddha) not polluted, pure 
suddha viikegu attaining purity (on the 12th day) 
sudra (Skt.) untouchables 
sukul'_lq,ä ritual lamp, symbolizing the sun (Surya) 
supäri (Nep.) see Nev. gve 
svagiiki plate with rice 
svamva luyegu purificatory ritual on the 11 th day 

after death 
svänabali (Nep.) offering of ten pil'_lq,as dedicated to 

the dogs on the l 01h day 
sväri bread of fine wheat flour, deep fried in butter 
sviivä (Nep.jungadhan) variety of rice used as offer-

ings for the ancestors, Oryza sativa 
syu head of a sacrificial animal 
syukäbhvay feast in conclusion of the dugudyaJ:tpujä 
taJ:tdhiiguthl funeral association of the painters 
taläy (Skt. tan.garäja) large-leafed plant with white 

flowers, inevitable part of any death ritual 
tangaräja see taläy 
taJ:tdt "the great day'', the first Sunday or Thursday 

after ak�aya trüya, the most intensive day for the 
worship of ancestor deities 

taJ:tsi auspicious citrus fruit, offered on the occasion 
of mhäpujä and by the Navadurgä 

tapäbäjyä great-grandfather 
tarul sweet potato 
tiiy popped rice 
techva barley 
thaJ:tche (Nep. maiti ghar) designation of the mater-

nal home of women 
thvii rice beer 
thviipicä beer sieve 
tila black sesame seeds (Sesamum indicum) 
triphalä (Skt.) a mixture of emblica (ämvaJ:t), che

bula (Nep. harro, Skt. haritaki) and belleric (Nep. 
barro, Skt. vibhitika) myrobalan 

tripi!'_!cja (Skt.) three parts of the pretapil'_lq,a which 
are joined with the pi!'_!cjas representing the ances
tors 

trisul (Skt. trisüla) trident, emblem of Siva 
tulsl basil, Ocimum sanctum 
tulslveät platform for basil plant 
tvaJ:t (Nep. tol) well-defined quarter of a town 
tvalii (Skt. toral'_la) tympanum 
vä unhusked rice 
väkijäki a mixture of husked and unhusked rice 
vikalapi!'_!cja (Skt.) pi!'_!cja reserved for unknown de-

ceased and miscarriages 
vi§vedevaJ:t (Skt.) semi-divine forefathers, demigods 
yaJ:tmäri cone-shaped sweets offered on the occasion 

of birthdays and on füll moon in November 
yaJ:tmäripunhi füll moon in November 



216 Glossary 

yäkä päha families of which only one member is in
vited to join the feast that concludes death rituals 

yamadhärä Yama's spout, cooling the preta repre 

sented by the Hätakesvara lüiga on the 1Q'h day after 
death 

yanyäpunhi füll moon in September 




