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What do we know about all this? What do we know about the clandestine Shiah rites, or 

the death threats nailed at night by the Taliban, on the doors of those who dare to send 

their daughters to school? Who talks about the survivors of kidnappings – the country’s 

most thriving industry? What do we know about the juvenile prisons where female adoles-

cents are incarcerated after escaping from forced marriages? Or the shelters, where these 

young women seek refuge from the revenge of their clans or their own families? 

Who cares about the Kuchis, the last nomads, the very lowest of the low: without pas-

turelands, reduced to miserable existences, living in the cities in squalid hovels or tents, 

where half the newborn babies do not survive the winter? But all Afghans are in danger of 

becoming Kuchis, a displaced and dispossessed people, perched on their bundled belong-

ings, waiting for an escape that never comes. 

Yet, in spite of all the horror and misery, the fear and degradation, the Afghan people still 

laugh and play passionately, make music, and dance and sing joyously. Here is the smiling 

barber who interpreted Osama bin Laden in a TV series. Here a small neighbourhood thea-

tre full of serious-looking Afghan men who are betting on the outcome of a ‘battle royal’ 

between opposing armies of baby chicks. And here other men laugh and joke while watch-

ing the ritual camel-fights. 

The families of Taliban who are fighting on the frontlines, the village chiefs who are now 

repentant killers, the children who had to behead a hostage as their initiation rite, the 

nomad girls working as prostitutes, the hopeless fight of the Kirghizians on the arid moun-

tains of the North. 

And the female continent. Women: their dreams, sexuality, emotional geography, expecta-

tions, their fight against depression and their striving for self-fulfilment in a repressive 

tribal context.

In the ‘bright garden’ of Afghanistan, I followed its paths instinctively, finding centres of 

hope in the most hopeless places, in the darkest depths of despair.   

Kabul, 2012 
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