
... In that Empire, the Art of Cartography reached such 
Perfection that the map of one Province alone took up the 
whole of a City, and the map of the empire, the whole of a 
Province. In time, those Unconscionable Maps did not 
satisfy and the Colleges of Cartographers set up a Map of 
the Empire which had the size of the Empire itself and 
coincided with it point by point. Less Addicted to the Study 
of Cartography, Succeeding Generations understood that 
this Widespread Map was Useless and not without Impiety 
they abandoned it to the Inclemencies of the Sun and of the 
Winters. In the deserts of the West some mangled Ruins of 
the Map lasted on, inhabited by Animals and Beggars; in the 
whole Country there are no other relics of the Discipline of 
Geography.

Jorge Luis Borges, ‘Museum: On Rigor in Science’
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Detail of Jean Baptiste Bourguignon d’Anville, Nouvelle Carte d’une 
grande partie de la Presqu’Isle des Indes en dega du Gange (1737), 
in Lettres edifiantes et curieses, Recueil XXIII (1738), facing page 104


