
Plates and Tables

Unless otherwise stated, photographs are the author's own.

1. Allinakaram, Tantlsvarar Aiyanar temple.
2. Karumpayiramkonta Aiyanar, Karkutal
3. Kutakippatti, Aiyanar temple.
4. Kottampatti, Poycollamai Aiyanar temple, birth of Aiyanar.
5. Kamadhenu releasing milk over linka. Wall painting, Koccatai- 

Maturai
6. A. Vallajapatti, Aiyanar festival, 1990, votive horse.
7. Karkutal, Karumpayiramkonta Aiyanar temple, terra cotta horse.
8. Pappakkuti, Conai temple, snake deity.
9. Annur, Coimbatore, Karupparayar temple, termite mound.
10. Aramkantanallur, Paccaiyamman temple, guardian Munis.
11. Kila Vaniyankuti, Marutappa Aiyanar temple, putam.
12. Tiruvannamalai, Vetiyappan.
13. Kantarvakkottai, Pudukkottai, Aiyanar temple, Cannaci.
14. Kantarvakkottai, Aiyanar temple, Kannimar.
15. TiruccirappaUi-Puttur, Kulumayiyamman temple, wall painting of 

Onti Karuppar.
16. Aracankuti, Tillaikkaliyamman temple, Cappani.
17. Maturai-Pettaniyapuram, Aiyanar temple, Karuppar. Photo: Rollo 

Samuel.
18. Maturai-Pettaniyapuram, Aiyanar temple, Camaya Karuppar. 

Photo: Rollo Samuel.
19. Kuiralam, Tirunelveli, Siva temple, Cankili Putattar.
20. Ponmeni, Madurai, Poycolla Aiyanar temple, Irulappacuvami.
21. Maturai, Talaiyari Kurunatan temple, Irujappacami and Talaiyari 

priest.
22. Utakkulam (Manamaturai), Muttumariyamman temple, wall 

painting.
23. Panrutti, Aiyanar temple, Maturai VIran.
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24. Porikaliyur, Coimbatore, Maturai VIran.
25. Manalur, Ahkajamman-Kurunatan temple, Pattirakaliyamman.
26. Palliyakkirakaram, Thanjavur, Ciraikkatta Aiyanar temple, Pecci.
27. Celam, Vennankuti-Muniyappan.
28. Kantarvakkottai, Aiyanar temple, Vellai Munlsvarar.
29. Tumpalappatti, Coimbatore, Karuvannarayar temple, Makamuni.
30. Mettuppalaiyam, Erode, Natarayacuvami temple, Karuppar shrine, 

Makamuni.
31. Vayalur, Aiyanar temple, Tamukkati VIran.
32. Ecanur, Aiyanar temple, Talaiyari. Photo: M. Saravanan Kumar.
33. Valaiyappatti, Mancamalaicami, Votive offering.
34. Koccatai-Maturai, Aiyanar-Muttaiya temple, coconut and rice 

offering.
35. Karaiyar, Corimuttu Aiyanar temple, Pattavarayar shrine, votive 

offerings.
36. Pavani, Erode, Pantara Appicci festival, Pantara Appicci.
37. Pavani, Erode, Pantara Appicci festival, Makamuni and priest.
38. Mutanai, Cempaiyanar temple, tai pucam festival, devotee.
39. Maranatu, Karuppanacuvami festival, 1990, Akni VIrapattiran 

shrine.
40. Maranatu, Karuppanacuvami festival, Kotanki, camiyati of 

Karuppanacuvami.
41. Maranatu, Karuppanacuvami festival, Iraniyan camiyati in front of 

shrine.
42. Maranatu, Karuppanacuvami festival, a camiyati.
43. Maranatu, Karuppanacuvami festival, kalari maram.
44. Maranatu, Karuppanacuvami festival, camiyatis dancing.
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Table I

Distribution of Guardian (Main) Deities in Tamilnadu

Vetiyappar, Aiyanar, 
Paccai Valiyamman

Muni, Aiyanarappan

Aiyanar, Karuppar, 
Urumar, Muni(yanti)

Muni, Karupparayar

Karupparayar, Rayar, 
Maturai Vlran

Sasta (Aiyanar), Matan, 
Cutalaimatan, Cankili- 
Putattar, Icakki, Pattirakaji
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Table II

Arrangement of the Deities in the Temple

tamas

brahma zone/ether
1 sahasrara cakra
2 ajna cakra
3 visuddha cakra

daivika zone/air 
4 anahata cakra

main deity
a+b door guardians to the 
sanctum

vegetarian deities 
Cannaci, 7 maidens (Kannimar) 
c vehicle 
d altar, flagstaff

manusa zone/fire, water
5 manipura cakra (fire)
6 svadhisthana cakra (water)
7 muladhara cakra (earth)

Karuppar
hero-gods
goddesses

paisaca zone/earth
Camayan, Nonti, Tamukkati 
Vlran, Talaiyari, Muni(yanti) 
e + f outer door guardians


