Acari (caste name) 156

adi-deity 115, 134

Adi Parasakti 121

Agastya 61, 62

Airavata 21

Aiyantotta Aiyan 81, 232

Aiyappan 20, 24, 26, 37, 46, 62, 65,
99 103 912115 2451261223

Aiyar ($aiva Brahman) 25, 163, 168

Atyanarn s 18 1195205211802 93805526
28, 29, 32, 34, 36, 37, 46, 49, 50, 54,
58,59, 6162364565, 687027273,
5575 8L 8384485 B 6MB 8 85190,
9L 92593294 £O5 HG6 HOR L9 =100
LOM 102810328107 5 108751 09 S5l 155
11979 20,5 101,122 5124519581 26,
128, 132, 137, 144, 148, 149, 151,
16057161, 1162816370168, 169; 184,
185 INIIS MR 9P SE1 978035020 DD3
22652299930 9308 233893489351
2361123723823

Aiyanarappan 87, 88, 124, 223, 235
Aiyenkar (vaisnava Brahman) 25, 168
aka(m) (interior) 64, 166, 234
Akhilantesvari 83

Alakarappan 97

Alakarkovil 23, 99

alaku kuttutal (piercing the skin) 56,
178

Alampati 95, 233
Alankanallur 161, 235

alcohol (arrack, toddy) 34, 37, 77, 101,
120, 188, 193, 195, 199, 216, 221

Ali 31,94, 223

Aliyar 89,232

Allimuttu 127

Allinakaram 59, 103, 107, 236, 238
Ammavaru 116

ampalam (title, caste) 21

ampu pota (shooting of arrows) 183

Index

amsa/amcam (part, aspect of deity) 19,
33, 88, 99, 129, 132

Anaimalai 24, 58, 124, 134, 174

Anantappalaiyam 56, 233, 234

Aficangyar (see also Hanuman) 223,
225

ancestor 35, 71, 77, 78, 79, 81, 82, 95,
121, 136, 147, 168, 176, 194, 204,
216

animal sacrifice 25, 56, 84, 86, 97,
145, 149, 154, 163, 164, 181, 193,
194, 196, 201, 206

animals 25, 37, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 47,
51, 52, 56, 66, 68, 69, 80, 84, 85, 86,
90, 94, 97, 98, 109, 113, 120, 143,
144, 145, 147, 149, 151, 154, 159,
1625 1638116455152 81 85511 311551935
194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 201,
2045206582075 208 =2 10821658221 =
228

Ankalammagudur (A.P.) 195, 199, 200

Ankalamman 12, 22, 28, 50, 52, 90,
99 1ild =167, 11850130, 1318132,
13351345 18750141 168,169, 4170;
171, 174, 178, 190, 198, 200, 234,
236,237,239

Annanmar 133

Antal 138,210

Antiytr 94, 107, 205, 228, 233, 234

Aracanpatti 60, 233

Aracankuti 36, 68, 73, 74, 169, 174,
188, 194, 201, 204, 208, 237, 238

arakkar (demon, see also raksasa) 30,
74, 120, 200

Aramkantanallur 64, 237, 238

aranya (forest) 41, 43

Aravalli 127, 128, 133

Ardhanari§vara 116, 131, 133

Arimalam 75, 235
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arival (machete type weapon) 22, 27,
92,.96,:143,:1i56:157, 15841559 .:1 625
224,226, 229, 230

Arjuna 142, 172, 187, 205

arul (grace) 147, 154, 155, 159, 189,
192

aru] vakku (divine word, prediction)
147, 154, 155, 159, 189, 192

ascent 82,116, 121, 144
asrama 43

astasahasram (sub-division of Brahman
caste) 168

asura (demon) 20, 56

ati (July—Aug.) 33, 62, 86
Atimunisvarar 122, 123

Atman 115, 116, 211

Attaliyamman 181, 232

A. Vallalapatti 162, 234, 238

avani (Aug.—Sep.) 152
avatara/avataram 19, 20, 46, 96, 99,

1031285129518 1,-132,5133 54134,
138, 221

Ayyalur 137,233

Ayyankovil 80,232

Bakasura 126, 127

bali pitam/pali pitha (altar) 143

bali/pali (animal sacrifice) 84, 143,

193, 206

Bhagavad Gita 110, 116

Bhagavati (see also Pakavatiyamman)
122,128

Bhairava 75, 101, 132, 148, 198, 215,
2118,219,224,,225,231

Bhima 46, 126, 127, 237

Bhimasankar 46

black magic 31, 59, 66, 109, 207

boundary 36, 40, 43, 50, 54, 58, 60,
70,71, 72,735 14576 579, 80481485,
86, 87, 88, 89, 91, 93, 94, 99, 101,
10551297134, 1147, 15151567 1815
118337191194, 11955208, 21152116}
218

Brahma 9, 53, 102, 104, 110, 111, 116,
117, 125, 126, 140, 143, 199, 208,
218

brahmacarin (‘student’ stage) 43
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Brahmasakti 29

Brahman (caste) 16, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26,
304.36,:37,.47, 495 52454, 55¢ 56, 57,
63, 65, 67, 77, 82, 93, 100, 104, 111,
124; 145, 156, 159,162, 163, 168,
171, 179, 196, 198, 215, 218

Brahman 41, 116, 211
Brhadisvara 141

British 30, 70, 82

Buddha 41, 181

buddhi (intellect) 111,211
Cakkiliyar 10, 22, 34, 51, 55,77

cakra (‘energy center’) 26, 62, 105,
117

Camayapuram 46, 51, 142

Camayan 90, 96, 97, 98, 156, 158, 159,
160, 224

cami (‘lord’, deity) 28, 92, 114, 115,
116, 134, 147, 178

camiyati (dancer of deity) 10, 147,
1487150} i1575 158,°159: 160, *162;
163, 164, 176, 177, 182, 183, 187,
188, 189, 199, 201, 239

Campan 96, 224
Cankilik Karuppu 232, 237

Cankili Putattar (see also Putattar) 62,
100, 224, 230, 236, 238

Cannaci 37, 90, 91, 93, 102, 104, 106,
109, 113, 123, 148, 225, 230, 238

Cappani 76, 96, 97, 224, 238

Captur 58

Cattiyamankalam 23, 77, 97, 102, 108,
235

@elam! 565 57,¢1095122.4181:%1 955197,
2355239

Cellattamman 54, 71, 83

Celliy(yamman) 49, 50, 83, 133, 163,
169, 202

Cemmuni 120, 131, 151, 228
Cempatavar (caste) 22, 168

Cempiliccippalaiyam 77,
234

Cemuntiyur 59, 234

ceri (Dalit village) 44

Cervai (caste) 157, 160

Cervaikkarar (Nayakkar-caste) 27, 202

13775233
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Cettiyar (caste) 186, 197

cigarsi 3137 ST S8 TMI AW 001951
191, 192, 193

Cikkaracampalaiyam 56, 233

Cinkampunari 22, 48, 64, 100, 103,
236

Citamparam 36, 54, 71, 83, 233

cittirai (April-May) 23, 73, 79, 159,
160, 163

Cittur 28, 29, 133, 149, 203, 236

Civavakkiyar 119

clan (see also kula teyvam) 17, 23, 25,
21,33, 34, 358 435480195 60, 74,
128138381 450147, 57581665167,

168, 41695874 817751 81581835184
193, 194, 197

Conai 76, 90, 92, 96, 98, 126, 161,
224,238

conta kovil (private temple) 30, 55,
169

Corimuttu-Aiyanar 29, 61, 62, 77, 100,
239

Cuntaramurtti 71

Cuntarapantiyappuram 186

Curakkottai 37, 64, 236

Curapatman 21, 87

Cutalaimatan 28, 29, 132, 227

cutukatu (cremation ground) 44

Daksa/Tatcan/Takkan 26, 28, 29, 91,
98 OII6E 2052298031

Daksinamurti 123

Dalit 10, 18, 21, 33, 37, 44, 48, 49, 55,
65, 72, 82, 93, 95, 96, 97, 100, 104,
106, 108, 192, 216

dar$ana/taricanam (‘sight’ of the deity)
114

descent 80, 116, 118, 119, 129, 144

direction 14, 41, 52, 54, 68, 71, 72, 73,
G485 75 8584 ROTA1 05 2 4 81835
1535154 0157916551725 88:81199
220

Draupadi 37, 53, 54, 88, 90, 121, 127,
11338} 1Us0) Sl Gt 1170y 1172 1172
174, 204, 234

Durga 12, 46, 47, 53, 54, 63, 67, 97,
1205, 188, 16k 7l 1178} 11838), A7)
198, 200, 204

Index

dvara palaka (door guardian) 94

Ecanur 95, 186, 233, 239

ellaikkal (boundary stone) 70, 74, 75

Ellaikkaruppar 70

ellaikkaval (boundary guardian) 70,
8RS’

ellaippticai (boundary puja) 73

Ellaiyamman/Ellaippitari 55, 68, 70,
73, 86, 107, 137, 145, 186, 187, 224,
2258229°2358937

Ellamma 116, 117

Ennayiram 49, 59, 101, 103, 168, 237
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301311 933736,°37239549 5585574 591
61562 66, 711,773, 74; 7% 85805865
103508 11115911 20 3511311813 8881 4 5¢
1465 147, 149, 150531511, 152, 51535
1558156581 571160, 816 1551621637
164, 166, 169, 170, 171, 174, 175,
1765 177, 198 11807182, 183381874
188, 190, 192, 193, 194, 195, 200,
2015520352055 2083521 8% 2193 2387
239

flagstaff 29, 105, 142, 143, 144, 160,
162

food offerings 26, 37, 109, 160, 188,
195, 208

fortune-telling 26, 137, 191, 192, 203

Ganesa/Ganapati 26, 27, 28, 29, 46,
SRS SYHRATRTRO ] 02 il 30
133226

gafija (cannabis) 31, 61, 87, 94, 102,
LO6SI1M2:8123, 193 719552219294

garbha-grha (‘womb-house’, sanctum)
104

Garuda (vehicle of Visnu) 101, 156

grama/kiramam (‘village’) 41, 44

gunas 47,109, 110, 111, 112, 143

Hanuman/Aficanéyar 73, 91, 101, 156,
218922080011 52933795

Hariharaputra 19, 20, 26, 124

Hitara 56

hook swinging 56, 57

hot coals (kuntam, ti miti) 56, 151,
1638175516816 8 1817119352 09

HRCE (Hindu Religious & Charities
Endowment Board) 194
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‘human’ sacrifice (narapali) 193,201
Icakki 90, 208, 225

iconography 20, 22, 67, 68, 85, 88, 92,
96 101559102, 4103551091192 751234
124, 129, 148, 187, 197, 220, 224,
225422652293230; 231

Indra 21, 22, 45, 87, 103, 205

Indrani 21, 87

Irattaimalai 24, 25, 64, 137, 237

Iramanatapuram 63

Iraniyan 157, 159, 160, 176, 239

Irayar (see also Rayar) 26, 230, 232

Irulappan 90, 126, 132, 157, 220, 225

Irulayi 90, 98, 126, 158, 225

Irunkaltr 74, 185, 237

Itumpan/Katampan 71

ista (chosen) deity 166, 169, 217

Jagannatha 51, 142

Jain 56,217, 218, 220

Jakkiramappalaiyam 84

Kajlﬁsa (sacred mountain, abode of
Siva) 61, 141

kalari (arena, battle field) 108, 157,
158, 159, 160, 164, 204, 239

kalasa/kalacam (pot) 141, 146, 180

Kali/Kali 9, 36, 44, 52, 54, 57, 68, 70,
723182 755 83890797 LT 1ISEINO1074
128, 129, 130, 133, 143, 147, 168,
170, 172, 173, 174, 197, 200, 204,
20652109225,232, 237

Kallapuram 78, 84
Kallalakar 23, 109

Kallar. (caste) 21, 23; 2534, 36;73,
77, 168, 194, 201, 202

Kamadhenu 47

Kamaksi 118, 121, 130, 137, 168, 236
Kampan 42

Kanapati (see also Ganesa) 26, 64, 232
Kankaiyampalaiyam 27

kanmaykkaval (guardian of watertank)
85

Kannimar (seven maidens) 31, 59, 91,
102, 133, 154, 165, 181, 226, 238

Kanniyakumari 131
kan tirusti (evil eye) 182

248

Kantarvakkottai 23, 32, 235, 238, 239

Kantipuram-Koyamuttar 51, 84

Kantiyankuppam 71, 233

kapala(m) (skull begging bowl) 32, 92,
96,2001 2245 9951 2065297802 8]
2297230,231

kappu (protective bracelet) 158, 162

Karaikkalammaiyar 210

Karaikkuti 83, 235

Karaiyar 61, 103, 236, 239

karakam/punkarakam (pot — decorated
with flowers) 146, 153, 154, 155,
161, 162, 164, 176, 180

Karkutal 64, 72,94, 161, 184, 233, 238

karttikai tipam (festival of lights) 49

Karumalai Antavar 107, 233

Karumpayi 74, 185, 237

Karumpayiramkontavar 71

Karappar 9, 13,19, 21, 22, 23,24, 25,
26,128,446, 55;.58160,168; 725 7579,
80, 84, 85, 90, 92, 96, 97, 98, 99,
100, 101, 103, 104, 107, 108, 109,
1455195 21291287130, 132 134,
137, 138, 145, 147, 149, 159, 161,
168; 191, 196, 199, 215, 224, 226,
228,-229; 230,°232, 233, 234,'236,
238,239

Karupparayar/Karuvannarayar 13, 26,
27757795 8410351225137 202..926;
232,238:239

Karuppayiyamman 96

Karuppur 25, 64, 196, 236

Kataiyampatti 80, 151, 152, 153, 155

katavul (‘god’) 114, 115

Katiramankalam 63

Katpati 45

Kattayarayan. 12, 51852 57 177,823
1S SIS 181801811 182, 11335
142, 163, 172, 174, 204

Katteri 119

katu (wilderness,forest) 31, 44, 45, 79,
87, 136

kaval (guardian) 25, 32, 72, 85, 90,
1975203

kavati (wooden structure to carry pots)
71, 161, 164, 178, 194

kavu (sacrifice) 73, 193, 199, 203
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Kavuntan (caste title) 24
Ké&carimankalam 59, 233

Kerala 19, 23, 24, 62, 80, 99, 103, 107,
1083104 S 1258126312881 37138,
217

Khandoba 46, 104, 202, 214, 215, 216,
2982018990

Khodiar 97, 217

Kil Iravantavati 59, 85, 97, 101, 231,
280 934593643838

Kilavaniyankuti 97

kirama teyvam (village deity) 44, 57,
156

Koccatai-Maturai 234, 238, 239
kolam (threshold design) 73
Kolli hills 60, 109, 205
Komankalam Putur 49, 232
Kontakai 64, 236
Kopalacamuttiram 84, 161, 236
Korattukiri 62, 233

Korravai 44, 204

Kotanki (‘fortune-teller’) 137, 156,
1575415 85159 11850 190,51 9175192,
203,239

Kotimankalam 76, 83, 96, 224, 234

kotumpavi (‘sin doll’) 60

Kottankal 64, 237

Kottaram 186

Kovil/koyil (temple) 89

Krsna 26, 49, 78, 95, 110, 130, 134,
138, 187

Ksatriya 53, 82, 104

ksetra (‘field’, ordered space) 43, 217

ksetrapala (guardian of ksetra) 75, 217,
218

Kukai 51, 122, 235

Kulalan (see also Vélar) 22

kula teyvam (clan deity) 79, 87, 156
Kulumayi-Amman 24, 25, 74, 237, 238

kumbhabhiseka/kumpapicekam
(consecreation) 84, 193

kundalini (‘snake’ power within the
body) 142

Kurralam 100, 230, 236, 238

Kurukkal ($aiva Brahman priest) 26,
37, 56, 57, 163

Kutakippatti 18, 21, 233, 238

kutam (pot — with milk or water carried
to deity) 164, 178, 190, 194

kutirai etuppu (dedication of horses to
Aiyanar) 59, 161

Kuttantavar 170
Laksmi 95, 117, 122, 132, 143
lameness 97

linga/linkam (form of Siva) 37 46572
805 10388122501 26581385 139) #1140}
141, 142, 144, 148, 212, 214

Linkanur 13, 84, 232

loka/lokam (world) 117
Macaniyamman 133

maci (Feb.—March) 156, 160, 167, 192

Mahabharata 19, 43, 126, 127, 129,
170

Mahakalar 21

Mahavisnu 20, 107, 119, 120, 125, 228
Mahisasura 56, 57, 75
Mahisasuramardini 57, 75

Makamuni/Mamuni 27, 32, 35, 94,
151, 152, 155, 199, 227, 239

Makali/Mahakali 27, 53, 56, 90, 232,
233

Mailar 94, 104, 202, 215, 222

Makkinampatti 26, 137, 226, 232

Malaippitariyamman 78, 79, 80, 81,
1122237,

Malaiyanticami 49, 232

Mallanna 104

Mamunti 73, 102, 236

Manakkattur 145, 163, 201, 204, 233

Manalur 94, 96, 98, 236, 239

Manamaturai 91, 98, 236, 238

manas (mind) 111, 211

Manavalanallar 71, 233

Maificamalaicami 61, 233, 239

mandala 40, 52, 54, 67, 104, 105

mandapa(m) (hall, temporary shelter)
145

Manuppatti 64, 232
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Maranatu 23, 50, 101, 108, 138, 156,
1765 177,178, 1835 188, 91 1997
204, 236, 239

Maravar (caste)
203, 204

margosa/Nim/veppu
1545157 6192

Mariyamman 45, 51, 54, 55, 56, 57,
67, 86,190, "1, 14 1S, 81993
130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 142, 145,
147, 149, 160, 163, 169, 171, 197,
198;, 224,227, 231, 233, 234,235,
236, 237

Mariyammankovil-Taficavar 197, 236
marriage 23, 28, 41, 42, 56, 85, 116,
1185 124, 131,171, 1957204

marulali (deity dancer) 24, 73, 201
Marutamalai 13, 84
Marutattur 163, 232, 233

mataiyan (guardian of sluices and water
tanks) 58, 96

Matakkulam 59, 234

Matan 28, 29, 61, 98, 203, 227

Matatti 28, 227

Matappuram 90, 128, 129, 195, 236

Matrkas (‘mothers’) 102

Maturai 23, 32, 41, 45, 51, 54, 70, 71,
78, 79, 83, 90, 95, 96, 100, 101, 104,
118::125. 126, 1128 (129215597160,
183, 190, 225, 234, 235, 238

Maturai Viran 22, 25, 27, 33, 34, 37,
429430 51575 TD 3T TER8IN00. Ol
el S W [ R 04 8 500). 4 | 1
134, 159, 161, 163, 168, 181, 204,
2217, 231,232,3235,237, 2383239

mavilakku (dough-lamp) 56

Melakkal 64, 76, 137, 234

Mel Karippur 88

Mgl Malaiyanur 50, 131, 190, 237

Mettur 30, 31, 200, 235

Mettuppatti 78, 83, 233

Mettuppalaiyam 32, 38, 63, 185, 190,
197, 232, 234, 239

Meyyattur 205

Minaksi 23, 32, 34, 41, 51, 54, 70, 79,
83,114, 118, 121, 126, 130, 159, 183

Mohini 18, 19, 20, 22

34 157 L9199

STSESSF T3

275

Mokanur 49, 50, 94, 235

mountain 41, 43, 50, 58, 60, 61, 63,
64,71, 79, 85, 86, 96, 107, 109, 122,
127, 138, 139, 140, 141, 144, 180,
202,214,219

Mukkonattamman 63, 235
mukti/moksa 125, 126, 198, 206
mulaippari (sprouts) 188
milavar (fixed statue) 141

Muni/Munisvarar 19, 21, 30, 31, 32,
33,35, 50, 58, 59,62, 65, 68,69, 71,
73, 90, 94, 98, 102, 104, 107, 109,
122 123,130,210 49,715 181164 5197,
200; 227, 228,233,235, 237,239

Muniyanti 30, 33, 59, 73, 92, 94, 98,
106, 108, 112, 126, 130, 134, 161,
228,235

Munnotiyan 86, 87
Muppanar (caste) 60, 137

murti/murtti (form of deity) 71, 86,
103, 123, 139, 141, 142, 144, 152,
160, 179, 184, 187, 211, 212

Murukan/Skanda 13, 27, 28, 29, 46,
LA st O LT 07 R o W L
132,133,141, 150; 163

Muslim 27, 37, 46, 70, 136, 150

mutal mariyatai (first respect) 150,
158, 165, 176, 183

Mutaliyar (caste) 36, 168, 171
Mutanai 99, 109, 163, 202, 233, 239
Muttal Ravuttan 37

Muttalamman 78, 145, 163, 201, 233
Muttuppattan 52, 62, 77, 82
Mutturaja (caste) 77

myths 1 1192319459 91430 /351 431
46, 47, 48, 55, 79, 81, 82, 83, 115,
116, 117, 1285124, 719 7.5129430}
13115 188 863147, (151 1705373
174, 200, 202, 204, 205

Nagaraja (see also Nakaraja) 46
Nakappattinam 57
Nakaraja/Nakanatar 92, 98, 228
Nakkacelam 137, 145, 235
Nallatankal 82, 133

namam (vaispava sign) 22, 26, 29, 92,
97, 100, 103, 124, 223, 226, 228, 230

Nammalvar 210
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Nandin (Siva's Vehicle) 265572577
794803104 M8 12115819251 59,

Naracinkanur 68, 107, 187, 237

Natar (caste) 128, 168

Natarayacuvami 32, 38, 185, 190, 234,
239

Natukkaveri 64, 99, 197, 236
navagraha (nine ‘planets’) 79, 87, 122
Nayakkar (caste) 26, 34, 49, 78, 181
Nayutu (caste) 21, 181
Nellaiyappar 45, 51, 62, 230
Netunkulam 59, 96, 234

Neyvacal 94, 233

Nilamekacuvami 25

Nirettan 89, 234

Nonti 90, 92, 96, 97, 98, 224, 228
Ontikkaruppu 25, 64, 137, 237

Onti Viran 108, 156, 157, 158, 160,
228, 236

Pabuji 82, 198, 221

Paccaiyamman/Paccaivaliyamman 64,
9131502 SSDNDIZTDITED IR

Pakavatiyamman 79, 80, 122, 133,
I5STHIS2155

palai (desert) 42, 44

pali (animal sacrifice) 84, 143, 193,
195

Palliyakkirakaram 108, 226, 239
Pampatti 72, 151, 228

Panaiyur 64, 125, 126, 234
pankali (shareholder) 38, 157, 168
panku (share) 38

pankuni (March—April) 28, 71, 156,
160, 203

pankuni uttiram 71, 161

Pantara Appicci 31, 32, 38, 73, 79, 80,
878122 S ATSRISITERISD S5 38155
156, 164, 176, 208, 215, 234, 239

Pantaram (caste) 32, 38, 73, 79, 80, 87

Pantavas 126, 127

Panti kovil 190

papa/pavam (‘sin’) 118, 182, 207

Papanacam 61, 145, 171, 173, 174,
204

Pappakkuti 161, 234, 238

Index

parampara/paramparai 171
parivara (retinue) 92
Parttipantir 94, 96, 235
Parvatarajan 118

Banvatis2 98511161, SUT4 5115811 701118,
12812981 30,5139 H138 1348 40!
2L, 221

Patali 96

Patavetu 90, 237

Patinettampati-Karuppar 24, 100

Patmacuran 19, 20

Pattamatai 103, 236

Pattappan 77, 78, 121

pattavan (ancestor) 77

Pattavarayan 61, 62

Pattirakali 90, 98, 128, 129, 156, 158,
195, 205, 224, 228, 234, 236, 239

patukalam 171, 172, 204

Pavatairayan 132, 134

Pecei 137735901195 398 5991261335

7082032088229 893489358736}
2310)

Peddamma 116, 117
Periyannacami 25, 73, 201, 229

Perumal (see also Visnu) 18, 19, 20,
22, 38, 54, 55, 70, 96, 99, 119, 130

Perunkalur 23, 119, 235
Pettaniyapuram-Maturai 234

pey picacu (malevolent spirits) 66, 73,
74, 81, 98, 136, 182, 184, 190, 200,
210

pilliciniyam (see also black magic)
109

Pitari 70, 79, 122,229, 235

Pollacci 13, 26, 180

pollution 52, 65, 66, 86, 117, 141, 147,
150, 182, 186, 220

Pommi 27, 34, 134, 227
Ponmeéni 97, 225, 234, 238

possession 11, 33, 109, 146, 147, 148,
155, 161, 164, 168, 182, 188, 189,
190, 191, 192, 200, 217, 218

potu kovil (public temple) 30
Potumpu 91, 99, 234
power 106, 115, 178, 211
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prakrti 110

prasada/piracatam 38, 39, 112, 152,
1545 155, 192, 1765 1681995 206
208, 210, 211

priests - 105517420, 21, 92593425 $26]
28,.30;,.32, 33, 35, 36, 37,38, 517,63
655066, 70; 80: 91, 100111 5114
123, 124, 128, 141, 159, 162, 163,
194 80175,01765. 1774 785 179,181,
186, 191, 200, 201, 205, 220

priests, female 38, 196

puja (worship in front of deity) 13, 22,
23130532536, 37 738 5885956 4173,
74, 717, 78, 79, 80, 87, 107, 119, 120,
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Pilavati 27, 232
puram (exterior) 166
Puranai 19, 21, 223, 229
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purusa 93, 104, 208

putam (demon) 19, 21, 31, 94, 113,

1959233088
Putattar 224, 230
Putkalai 19, 21, 223
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Ramayana 42, 43, 126, 221
Ramésvaram 124
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Rettippalaiyam 72, 102, 236
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Sakti/cakti (power) 64, 114, 115, 151,
179

Sakti (goddess)
119, 206, 209

samadhi/camati (saint's grave) 79, 80

samnyasin 43, 64, 72, 122, 148

Sankaracarya 83,137, 211

Sarasvati 117, 143

Sati 78

sattva 110, 111, 112, 139, 143

Saturn/$ani/cani 75, 97, 195, 207, 211

Shantakovvur, A.P. 200

siddhis (spiritual powers) 65, 106, 125

siddha 119, 122, 123, 141

Sita 73, 101, 126

Sitala 55
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Stirankam 24, 83, 210

sthala vrksa (temple tree) 41, 51
svayambhu (self-born) 46, 75, 80, 179
Talaiyari 95, 225, 230, 235, 238, 239
Talavay Matan 28, 29, 100, 120, 203
Tampiran 64, 232
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Tamukkati Viran 95, 224, 230, 239

tamukku (kind of drum) 18, 95, 158,
230

Taficavur 32, 46, 65, 141, 190, 196,
236

Tanicciyam 89, 234
Tannaci 26, 102, 113, 230

tapas/tavam (‘heat’, ascetic exertion)
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Tavakuru 107

Tekkampatti 63, 126, 232
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ticcatti (fire pot) 56

Tillaikkali 36, 73, 201, 237, 238
timiti (see also hot coals) 56

tinai (‘landscape’) 44
tirttam/tirtha (sacred water) 62, 86
Tiruccentur 29

Tiruccirappalli 24, 25, 31, 34, 46, 56,
74, 90, 109, 199, 210, 237, 238

Tirukkovilar 90

Tirumanikkam 58, 234

Tirumular 123, 124

Tirunelveli 45, 51, 62, 230, 236

Tiruppati 79

Tiruppacetti 59, 73, 236

Tiruppuvanam 58, 96, 129, 138, 236

Tiruvannamalai 64, 68, 84, 86, 87,
131, 140, 231, 237, 238

Toravalur 64, 163, 232, 233

Totaneri 85, 234, 235

Totti 18, 72

tree 14, 18, 28, 29, 31, 33, 40, 41, 43,
45, 46, 49, 50, 51, 52, 55, 56, 58, 60,
62, 63, 65, 69, 72, 73, 79, 80, 83, 86,
87, 88, 89, 90, 93, 97, 108, 118, 131,
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Tumpalappatti 56

tusta teyvam (malevolent deity) 30, 64,
68, 119, 164

Upanisad 41, 110, 111, 115, 116, 143
ur (village, settled space) 44

ural-ulakkai (mortar-pestle) 61, 63, 64,
66, 67, 83, 84, 86

urkkaval (village guardian) 21, 57, 59,
85, 86, 88, 108, 151, 183

Urumar 119, 230, 235
Utaiyar (caste) 26
Utirakkaruppu 108, 109

utsava/urcava (mobile statue) 57, 139,
144, 152, 160, 162, 163

Uttanta Viran 99, 163

valaitati (‘boomerang’) 92, 158, 231
Valaitottattu Ayyan 81, 82
Valaiyan (caste) 21

Valappantal 119, 131, 237

Vallam 36, 64, 137, 236

Valmiki 42, 50

Valutaretti 95, 237
Vamuni/Valvumuni 120, 131, 151

vana/vanam (wilderness, forest) 43,
197

Vana Durga 44

Vanapattirakali/Bhadrakali 44, 63,

127, 128, 168, 218, 224, 228

vanki (small dagger carried at hip) 92,
226

Vanniyar (caste) 59, 72, 78, 80, 86,
121, 133, 204

Vapar 37
Varakur 70, 86, 236, 237

varna (social class) 53, 93, 97, 104,
106, 111, 169

Varuna 59

vastumandala 53, 104
vastupurusa 54, 104
Vativélkarai 84, 96, 226, 234
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Vattarayantettu 185, 233
Vayalur 95, 163, 231, 233, 239
Vedas/vedic 118, 197

Velar/Kulalan (caste)
168

Vellaikkaran 142

Vellaimuni 32

Vellaiyammal 34, 134, 227

Vellalar (caste) 36, 80, 156, 181, 203
Velliyampati-Atiyur 63, 168, 234
Velur 38

Venacappatti 137, 199, 232
Venkatesvara 121
Vennamalaiyappar 72, 84, 136, 233

vesti (dhoti) 89, 96, 153, 154, 157,
158, 162, 163, 230

Veétappan 71

Vétiyappar 60, 64, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88,
o, 121, 161, 231,237

Vicalur 169
Vijayadasami 183, 205
Vilacceri 59, 234

vimana/vimanam (temple tower)
139, 141, 144

Vinayaka (see also Ganesa) 53, 59, 71,
83, 87,102, 132, 160, 163

145,

22, 10151 61,

104,

Viramakaliyamman
174, 175, 204
Viramur 59, 70, 102, 237
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249,
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Viranan 98
Viranantal 88, 237

Virapattiran/Virabhadra 9, 26, 28, 72,
90, 91, 98, 100, 101, 102, 119, 126,
1285130 1132 1845145 14741156,
226,230;231.,239

Virapantiya Kattapomman 82
Virappur 196, 204, 237
Virasaiva 139, 148

Viruttacalam 60, 71, 72, 136, 233
visarjana (dissolution) 145, 180

Visnu/Perumal 18, 19, 20, 22, 38, 54,
55,70, 96, 99, 119, 130

Yaksa 42,110
Yama 78, 112

yantra (geometrical symbol for deity)
13, 84,179

yogin 139, 140, 141
yuga (age,eon) 118

yupa (sacrificial post, post at which
sacrifice was tied) 142, 143
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The gods and goddesses that populate the Tamil villages and countryside are
rarely called Siva, Visnu or Parvati and yet, they are understood to be forms
or aspects of these pan-Hindu deities. Similarly, the rituals performed for the
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