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Airavata 21
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Akhilantesvarf 83 
Alakarappan 97 
Alakarkovil 23, 99
alaku kuttutal (piercing the skin) 56, 
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Alampati 95, 233
Alankanallur 161, 235
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Ali 31,94,223
Aliyar 89, 232 
Allimuttu 127
Allinakaram 59, 103, 107, 236, 238 
Ammavaru 116 
ampalam (title, caste) 21 
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Anantappajaiyam 56, 233, 234 
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Aramkantanallur 64, 237, 238 
aranya (forest) 41,43 
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Ardhanarlsvara 116, 131, 133 
Arimajam 75, 235
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aruj (grace) 147, 154, 155, 159, 189,
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aruj vakku (divine word, prediction)

147, 154, 155, 159, 189, 192 
ascent 82, 116, 121, 144 
asrama 43
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asura (demon) 20, 56 
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Atimunlsvarar 122, 123 
Atman 115, 116,211 
Attaliyamman 181, 232 
A. Vallalapatti 162, 234, 238 
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Ayyalur 137,233
Ayyankovil 80, 232
Bakasura 126, 127
bali pltam/pali pl(ha (altar) 143
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Bhagavad Gita 110,116
Bhagavati (see also Pakavatiyamman)

122,128
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218, 219, 224, 225, 231 
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Brahmasakti 29
Brahman (caste) 16, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
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63, 65, 67, 77, 82, 93, 100, 104, 111, 
124, 145, 156, 159, 162, 163, 168, 
171, 179, 196, 198, 215,218 

Brahman 41, 116, 211 
Brhadisvara 141 
British 30, 70, 82 
Buddha 41, 181 
buddhi (intellect) 111,211 
Cakkiliyar 10,22,34,51,55,77 
cakra (‘energy center’) 26, 62, 105, 
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Camayapuram 46,51, 142 
Camayan 90, 96, 97, 98, 156, 158, 159, 

160, 224
cami (‘lord’, deity) 28, 92, 114, 115, 

116, 134, 147, 178
camiyati (dancer of deity) 10, 147, 

148, 150, 157, 158, 159, 160, 162, 
163, 164, 176, 177, 182, 183, 187, 
188, 189, 199, 201, 239 

Campan 96, 224 
Cankilik Karuppu 232, 237 
Cankili Putattar (see also Putattar) 62, 

100, 224, 230, 236, 238 
Cannaci 37, 90, 91, 93, 102, 104, 106, 

109, 113, 123, 148, 225, 230, 238 
Cappani 76, 96, 97, 224, 238 
Captur 58
Cattiyamankalam 23, 77, 97, 102, 108, 

235
Celam 56, 57, 109, 122, 181, 195, 197, 

235,239
Cellattamman 54, 71, 83 
Celliy(yamman) 49, 50, 83, 133, 163, 

169,202
Cemmuni 120,131,151,228 
Cempatavar (caste) 22,168 
Cempiliccippalaiyam 77, 137, 233, 

234
Cemuntiyur 59, 234 
ceri (Dalit village) 44 
Cervai (caste) 157, 160 
Cervaikkarar (Nayakkar-caste) 27, 202
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Cettiyar (caste) 186,197 
cigars 31, 37, 77, 87, 94, 100, 123, 

191,192, 193
Cikkaracampalaiyam 56, 233 
Cinkampunari 22, 48, 64, 100, 103, 

236
Citamparam 36, 54, 71, 83, 233 
cittirai (April-May) 23, 73, 79, 159, 

160, 163
Cittur 28, 29, 133, 149, 203, 236 
Civavakkiyar 119
clan (see also kula teyvam) 17, 23, 25, 

27, 33, 34, 35, 43, 48, 49, 60, 74, 
128, 138, 145, 147, 157, 166, 167, 
168, 169, 174, 177, 181, 183, 184, 
193, 194, 197

Conai 76, 90, 92, 96, 98, 126, 161, 
224, 238

conta kovil (private temple) 30, 55, 
169

Corimuttu-Aiyanar 29, 61, 62, 77, 100, 
239

Cuntaramurtti 71 
Cuntarapantiyappuram 186 
Curakkottai 37, 64, 236 
Curapatman 21, 87 
Cutalaimatan 28, 29, 132, 227 
cutukatu (cremation ground) 44 
Dak§a/Tatcan/Takkan 26, 28, 29, 91, 

98, 101, 116, 120, 229, 231 
Daksinamurti 123
Dalit 10, 18, 21, 33, 37, 44, 48, 49, 55, 

65, 72, 82, 93, 95, 96, 97, 100, 104, 
106, 108, 192, 216

darsana/taricanam (‘sight’ of the deity) 
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descent 80, 116, 118, 119, 129, 144 
direction 14, 41, 52, 54, 68, 71, 72, 73, 

74, 75, 77, 78, 84, 97, 105, 124, 133, 
153, 154, 157, 165, 172, 183, 199, 
220

DraupadI 37, 53, 54, 88, 90, 121, 127, 
133, 160, 163, 168, 170, 172, 173, 
174, 204, 234

Durga 12, 46, 47, 53, 54, 63, 67, 97, 
126, 133, 163, 171, 173, 183, 197, 
198, 200, 204

dvara palaka (door guardian) 94 
Ecanur 95, 186, 233,239 
ellaikkal (boundary stone) 70, 74, 75 
Ellaikkaruppar 70
ellaikkaval (boundary guardian) 70, 

85, 151, 183
ellaippucai (boundary puja) 73 
Ellaiyamman/Ellaippitari 55, 68, 70, 

73, 86, 107, 137, 145, 186, 187, 224, 
225, 229, 235, 237 

Ellamma 116,117
Ennayiram 49, 59, 101, 103, 168, 237 
festival 15, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 27, 28, 

30, 31, 33, 36, 37, 39, 49, 55, 57, 59, 
61, 62, 66, 71, 73, 74, 77, 78, 80, 86, 
103, 108, 111, 122, 131, 138, 145,
146, 147, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153,
155, 156, 157, 160, 161, 162, 163,
164, 166, 169, 170, 171, 174, 175,
176, 177, 178, 180, 182, 183, 187,
188, 190, 192, 193, 194, 195, 200,
201, 203, 205, 208, 218, 219, 238,
239

flagstaff 29, 105, 142, 143, 144, 160, 
162

food offerings 26, 37, 109, 160, 188, 
195, 208

fortune-telling 26, 137, 191, 192, 203 
Ganesa/Ganapati 26, 27, 28, 29, 46, 

54, 55, 83, 87, 91, 102, 117, 132, 
133, 226

ganja (cannabis) 31, 61, 87, 94, 102, 
106, 112, 123, 193, 195,221,224 

garbha-grha (‘womb-house’, sanctum) 
104

Garuda (vehicle of Visnu) 101, 156 
grama/kiramam (‘village’) 41, 44 
gunas 47, 109, 110, 111, 112, 143 
Hanuman/Ancaneyar 73, 91, 101, 156, 

218,220, 221,223, 225 
Hariharaputra 19, 20, 26, 124 
Hitara 56
hook swinging 56, 57 
hot coals (kun|am, tl miti) 56, 151, 

163, 175, 176, 178, 187, 193, 209 
HRCE (Hindu Religious & Charities 

Endowment Board) 194



‘human’ sacrifice (narapali) 193, 201 
Icakki 90, 208, 225
iconography 20, 22, 67, 68, 85, 88, 92,

96, 101, 102, 103, 109, 122, 123,
124, 129, 148, 187, 197, 220, 224, 
225,226, 229, 230, 231 

Indra 21,22,45,87, 103,205 
Indrani 21, 87
Irattaimalai 24, 25, 64, 137, 237 
Iramanatapuram 63 
Iraniyan 157, 159, 160, 176, 239 
Irayar (see also Rayar) 26, 230, 232 
Irulappan 90, 126, 132, 157, 220, 225 
Irujayi 90, 98, 126, 158, 225 
Iruiikalur 74, 185,237 
Itumpan/Katampan 71 
ista (chosen) deity 166, 169, 217 
Jagannatha 51, 142 
Jain 56,217,218,220 
Jakkiramappalaiyam 84 
Kailasa (sacred mountain, abode of 

Siva) 61, 141
kalari (arena, battle field) 108, 157,

158, 159, 160, 164, 204, 239 
kalasa/kalacam (pot) 141,146,180 
Kali/Kali 9, 36, 44, 52, 54, 57, 68, 70,

72, 73, 75, 83, 90, 92, 115, 119, 127,
128, 129, 130, 133, 143, 147, 168,
170, 172, 173, 174, 197, 200, 204,
206, 210, 225, 232, 237 

Kallapuram 78, 84 
Kallalakar 23, 109
Kaljar (caste) 21, 23, 25, 34, 36, 73,

77, 168, 194, 201,202 
Kamadhenu 47
Kamaksi 118, 121, 130, 137, 168,236 
Kampan 42
Kanapati (see also Ganesa) 26, 64, 232 
Kankaiyampalaiyam 27 
kanmaykkaval (guardian of watertank)

85
Kannimar (seven maidens) 31, 59, 91,

102, 133, 154, 165, 181, 226, 238 
Kanniyakumari 131 
kan tirusti (evil eye) 182
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Kantarvakkottai 23, 32, 235, 238, 239 
Kantipuram-Koyamuttur 51, 84 
Kantiyankuppam 71, 233 
kapala(m) (skull begging bowl) 32, 92, 

96, 200, 224, 225, 226, 227, 228, 
229,230,231

kappu (protective bracelet) 158, 162 
Karaikkalammaiyar 210 
Karaikkuti 83, 235 
Karaiyar 61, 103,236,239 
karakam/punkarakam (pot - decorated 

with flowers) 146, 153, 154, 155, 
161, 162, 164, 176, 180 

Karkutal 64, 72, 94, 161, 184, 233, 238 
karttikai tlpam (festival of lights) 49 
Karumalai Antavar 107, 233 
Karumpayi 74, 185,237 
Karumpayiramkontavar 71 
Karuppar 9, 13, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25,

26, 28, 46, 55, 58, 60, 68, 72, 75, 79,
80, 84, 85, 90, 92, 96, 97, 98, 99, 
100, 101, 103, 104, 107, 108, 109,
114, 119, 122, 128, 130, 132, 134,
137, 138, 145, 147, 149, 159, 161,
168, 191, 196, 199, 215, 224, 226,
228, 229, 230, 232, 233, 234, 236,
238,239

Karupparayar/Karuvannarayar 13, 26,
27, 79, 84, 103, 122, 137, 202, 226, 
232, 238, 239

Karuppayiyamman 96 
Karuppur 25, 64, 196, 236 
Kataiyampatti 80, 151, 152, 153, 155 
katavul (‘god’) 114,115 
Katiramahkalam 63 
Katpati 45
Kattavarayan 12, 51, 52, 57, 77, 82, 

118, 119, 121, 130, 131, 132, 133, 
142, 163, 172, 174, 204 

Katteri 119
katu (wilderness,forest) 31, 44, 45, 79, 

87, 136
kaval (guardian) 25, 32, 72, 85, 90, 

127,203
kavati (wooden structure to carry pots) 

71, 161, 164, 178, 194 
kavu (sacrifice) 73, 193, 199, 203
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Kavuntan (caste title) 24 
Kecarimarikalam 59, 233 
Kerala 19, 23, 24, 62, 80, 99, 103, 107, 

108, 124, 125, 126, 128, 137, 138,
217

Khandoba 46, 104, 202, 214, 215, 216, 
219, 221,222 

Khodiar 97, 217
KTl Iravantavati 59, 85, 97, 101, 231, 

232, 234, 236, 237, 238 
Kllavaniyankuti 97
kirama teyvam (village deity) 44, 57, 

156
Kdccatai-Maturai 234, 238, 239 
kolam (threshold design) 73 
Kolli hills 60, 109,205 
Komankalam Putur 49, 232 
Kontakai 64, 236 
Kopalacamuttiram 84, 161,236 
Korattukiri 62, 233 
Koiravai 44, 204
Kotahki (‘fortune-teller’) 137, 156, 

157, 158, 159, 185, 190, 191, 192, 
203, 239

Kotimankalam 76, 83, 96, 224, 234 
kotumpavi (‘sin doll’) 60 
Kottankal 64, 237 
Kottaram 186 
Kovil/koyil (temple) 89 
Krsna 26, 49, 78, 95, 110, 130, 134, 

i38, 187
K§atriya 53, 82, 104
ksetra (‘field’, ordered space) 43, 217
k§etrapala (guardian of k§etra) 75, 217,

218
Kukai 51, 122, 235 
Kulalan (see also Velar) 22 
kula teyvam (clan deity) 79, 87, 156 
Kulumayi-Amman 24, 25, 74, 237, 238 
kumbhabhiseka/kumpapicekam 

(consecreation) 84, 193 
kundalinl (‘snake’ power within the 

body) 142
Kutralam 100, 230, 236, 238
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KurukkaJ (saiva Brahman priest) 26, 
37, 56, 57, 163

Kutakippatti 18,21,233,238 
kutam (pot - with milk or water carried 

to deity) 164,178,190,194 
kutirai etuppu (dedication of horses to 

Aiyanar) 59, 161 
Kuttantavar 170 
Laksmi 95, 117, 122, 132, 143 
lameness 97
liriga/linkam (form of Siva) 32, 46, 72, 

80, 103, 122, 126, 138, 139, 140, 
141, 142, 144, 148,212,214 

LinkanOr 13, 84, 232 
loka/lokam (world) 117 
Macaniyamman 133 
maci (Feb.-March) 156, 160, 167, 192 
Mahabharata 19, 43, 126, 127, 129, 

170
Mahakalar 21
Mahavisnu 20, 107, 119, 120, 125, 228 
Mahisasura 56, 57, 75 
MahisasuramardinI 57, 75 
Makamuni/Mamuni 27, 32, 35, 94, 

151, 152, 155, 199, 227, 239 
Makali/Mahakali 27, 53, 56, 90, 232, 

233
Mailar 94, 104, 202, 215, 222 
Makkinampatti 26, 137, 226, 232 
Malaippitariyamman 78, 79, 80, 81, 

122, 232
Malaiyanticami 49, 232 
Mallanna 104 
Mamunti 73, 102, 236 
Manakkattur 145, 163, 201, 204, 233 
Manalur 94, 96, 98, 236, 239 
Manamaturai 91, 98, 236, 238 
manas (mind) 111,211 
Manavalanallur 71, 233 
Mancamalaicami 61, 233, 239 
mandala 40, 52, 54, 67, 104, 105 
mandapa(m) (hall, temporary shelter) 

145
Manuppatti 64, 232
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Maranatu 23, 50, 101, 108, 138, 156, 
176, 177, 178, 183, 188, 191, 199, 
204, 236,239

Maravar (caste) 34, 157, 191, 192, 
203, 204

margosa/NIm/veppu 51, 55, 71, 73, 
154, 157, 172

Mariyamman 45, 51, 54, 55, 56, 57, 
67, 86, 90, 111, 114, 115, 118, 122,
130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 142, 145,
147, 149, 160, 163, 169, 171, 197,
198, 224, 227, 231, 233, 234, 235,
236,237

Mariyammankovil-Tancavur 197, 236 
marriage 23, 28, 41, 42, 56, 85, 116, 

118,124,131,171, 175, 204 
marulali (deity dancer) 24, 73, 201 
Marutamalai 13, 84 
Marutattur 163, 232, 233 
mataiyan (guardian of sluices and water 

tanks) 58, 96 
Matakkulam 59, 234 
Matan 28, 29, 61, 98, 203, 227 
Matatti 28, 227
Matappuram 90, 128, 129, 195, 236 
Matrkas (‘mothers’) 102 
Maturai 23, 32, 41, 45, 51, 54, 70, 71, 

78, 79, 83, 90, 95, 96, 100, 101, 104, 
118, 125, 126, 128, 129, 159, 160, 
183, 190, 225,234, 235,238 

Maturai Viran 22, 25, 27, 33, 34, 37, 
42, 43, 51, 57, 72, 73, 77, 82, 90, 91, 
95, 97, 98, 112, 119, 121, 122, 131, 
134, 159, 161, 163, 168, 181, 204, 
227, 231, 232, 235, 237, 238, 239 

mavilakku (dough-lamp) 56 
Melakkal 64,76, 137,234 
Mel Karippur 88
Mel Malaiyanur 50, 131, 190, 237 
Mettur 30, 31, 200, 235 
Mettuppatti 78, 83, 233 
Mettuppalaiyam 32, 38, 63, 185, 190, 

197, 232, 234, 239 
Meyyattur 205
Mlnaksi 23, 32, 34, 41, 51, 54, 70, 79, 

83, 114, 118, 121, 126, 130, 159, 183 
MohinI 18,19,20,22
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Mokanur 49, 50, 94, 235 
mountain 41, 43, 50, 58, 60, 61, 63, 

64, 71, 79, 85, 86, 96, 107, 109, 122, 
127, 138, 139, 140, 141, 144, 180, 
202, 214, 219 

Mukkonattamman 63, 235 
mukti/moksa 125, 126, 198, 206 
mulaippari (sprouts) 188 
mulavar (fixed statue) 141 
Muni/Munlsvarar 19, 21, 30, 31, 32, 

33, 35, 50, 58, 59, 62, 65, 68, 69, 71, 
73, 90, 94, 98, 102, 104, 107, 109, 
122, 123, 130, 149, 151, 164, 197, 
200, 227, 228, 233, 235, 237, 239 

Muniyanti 30, 33, 59, 73, 92, 94, 98, 
106, 108, 112, 126, 130, 134, 161, 
228,235

Munnotiyan 86, 87 
Muppanar (caste) 60, 137 
murti/murtti (form of deity) 71, 86, 

103, 123, 139, 141, 142, 144, 152, 
160, 179, 184, 187,211,212 

Murukan/Skanda 13, 27, 28, 29, 46, 
71, 72, 83, 86, 91, 104, 111, 117, 
132, 133, 141, 150, 163 

Muslim 27, 37, 46, 70, 136, 150 
mutal mariyatai (first respect) 150, 

158,165,176,183 
Mutaliyar (caste) 36, 168, 171 
Mutanai 99, 109, 163, 202, 233, 239 
Muttal Ravuttan 37 
Muttalamman 78, 145, 163,201,233 
Muttuppattan 52, 62, 77, 82 
Mutturaja (caste) 77 
myths 11, 19, 23, 24, 29, 30, 35, 43, 

46, 47, 48, 55, 79, 81, 82, 83, 115, 
116, 117, 123, 124, 127, 129, 130, 
131, 133, 136, 147, 151, 170, 173, 
174, 200, 202, 204, 205 

Nagaraja (see also Nakaraja) 46 
Nakappattinam 57 
Nakaraja/Nakanatar 92, 98, 228 
Nakkacelam 137, 145, 235 
Nallatankal 82, 133 
namam (vaisnava sign) 22, 26, 29, 92, 

97, 100, 103, 124, 223, 226, 228, 230 
Nammalvar 210
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Nandin (Siva's vehicle) 26, 57, 72, 77, 
79, 80, 94, 118, 121, 122, 152 

Naraciiikanur 68, 107, 187,237 
Natar (caste) 128,168 
Natarayacuvami 32, 38, 185, 190, 234, 

239
Natukkaveri 64,99, 197,236 
navagraha (nine ‘planets’) 79, 87, 122 
Nayakkar (caste) 26, 34, 49, 78, 181 
Nayutu (caste) 21, 181 
Nellaiyappar 45, 51, 62, 230 
Netunkulam 59, 96, 234 
Neyvacal 94, 233 
Nllamekacuvami 25 
NIrettan 89, 234
Nonti 90, 92, 96, 97, 98, 224, 228 
Ontikkaruppu 25,64, 137,237 
Onti VIran 108, 156, 157, 158, 160, 

228, 236
PabujI 82, 198, 221
Paccaiyamman/Paccaivaliyamman 64, 

119, 131,228,231,233,237, 238 
Pakavatiyamman 79, 80, 122, 133, 

151,152,155 
palai (desert) 42, 44 
pali (animal sacrifice) 84, 143, 193, 

195
Palliyakkirakaram 108, 226, 239 
Pampatti 72, 151,228 
Panaiyur 64, 125, 126, 234 
pankali (shareholder) 38, 157, 168 
pahku (share) 38
pankuni (March-April) 28, 71, 156, 

160, 203
pankuni uttiram 71, 161 
Pantara Appicci 31, 32, 38, 73, 79, 80, 

87, 122, 147, 151, 152, 153, 155, 
156, 164, 176, 208, 215, 234, 239 

Pantaram (caste) 32, 38, 73, 79, 80, 87 
Pantavas 126, 127 
Panti k5vil 190
papa/pavam (‘sin’) 118,182,207 
Papanacam 61, 145, 171, 173, 174, 

204
Pappakkuti 161, 234, 238
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parampara/paramparai 171 
parivara (retinue) 92 
Parttipanur 94, 96, 235 
Parvatarajan 118
Parvatl 29, 51, 61, 114, 115, 117, 118, 

122, 129, 130, 132, 133, 134, 140, 
215, 221 

Patali 96 
Patavetu 90, 237 
Patinettampati-Karuppar 24, 100 
Patmacuran 19, 20 
Pattamatai 103, 236 
Pattappan 77, 78, 121 
pattavan (ancestor) 77 
Pattavarayan 61, 62 
Pattirakaji 90, 98, 128, 129, 156, 158, 

195, 205, 224, 228, 234,236,239 
patukalam 171,172,204 
Pavatairayan 132, 134 
Pecci 37, 73, 90, 95, 98, 99, 126, 133, 

170, 203, 208, 229, 234, 235, 236, 
239

Peddamma 116,117 
Periyannacami 25, 73, 201, 229 
Peruma} (see also Visnu) 18, 19, 20, 

22, 38, 54, 55, 70, 96, 99, 119, 130 
Perunkalur 23, 119,235 
Pettaniyapuram-Maturai 234 
pey picacu (malevolent spirits) 66, 73, 

74, 81, 98, 136, 182, 184, 190, 200, 
210

pillicuniyam (see also black magic) 
109

Pitari 70, 79, 122, 229, 235 
Pollacci 13, 26, 180 
pollution 52, 65, 66, 86, 117, 141, 147, 

150, 182, 186, 220 
Pommi 27, 34, 134, 227 
Ponmeni 97, 225, 234, 238 
possession 11, 33, 109, 146, 147, 148, 

155, 161, 164, 168, 182, 188, 189, 
190, 191, 192, 200,217,218 

potu kovil (public temple) 30 
Potumpu 91,99,234 
power 106, 115, 178,211
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prakrti 110
prasada/piracatam 38, 39, 112, 152, 

154, 155, 172, 176, 178, 199, 206, 
208,210,211

priests 10, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 
28, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38, 57, 63, 
65, 66, 70, 80, 91, 100, 111, 114, 
123, 124, 128, 141, 159, 162, 163,
174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 181,
186, 191, 200, 201, 205, 220

priests, female 38, 196 
puja (worship in front of deity) 13, 22, 

23, 30, 32, 36, 37, 38, 58, 59, 61, 73, 
74, 77, 78, 79, 80, 87, 107, 119, 120,
128, 131, 136, 150, 153, 154, 155,
156, 157, 160, 162, 163, 168, 172,
175, 177, 181, 182, 183, 191, 193,
194,211

Pulavati 27, 232 
puram (exterior) 166 
Puranai 19, 21, 223, 229 
purity 32, 47, 49, 63, 65, 70, 75, 89, 

106, 109, 141, 150, 175, 182, 186, 
221

purusa 93, 104, 208 
putam (demon) 19, 21, 31, 94, 113, 

127,223,238 
Putattar 224, 230 
Putkalai 19, 21, 223 
Rakalpavi 64, 70, 136, 199, 232 
Rakkayi 90, 92, 98, 126, 230 
raksasa (demon) 53, 67, 99, 105, 118, 

120, 127, 131, 200
rain 14, 21, 32, 50, 52, 58, 59, 60, 61, 

88, 93, 103, 136, 138, 159, 199, 202 
Rajakiri 65, 236 
rajas 110, 111, 112, 139, 143 
Rama 28, 42, 65, 73, 101, 103, 124, 

126, 134, 174 
Ramanatapuram 65 
Ramayana 42, 43, 126, 221 
Ramesvaram 124
Rayar 26, 28, 64, 132, 226, 230, 232 
Renuka/Renukampikai 45, 55, 90, 118, 

198,215,225,227 
Rettippalaiyam 72, 102, 236

ritual 11, 13, 37, 55, 60, 65, 66, 75, 80, 
139, 144, 145, 146, 147, 149, 150,
161, 162, 166, 169, 170, 171, 172,
173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179,
182, 183, 187, 188, 189, 190, 193,
195, 197, 202, 204, 208, 212, 217,
219,221

rudraksa (a kind of bead) 102, 123 
Sabarimalai 37, 62, 65, 99, 121, 124, 

125,126, 223
sakti/cakti (power) 64, 114, 115, 151, 

179
Sakti (goddess) 112, 114, 115, 117, 

119, 206, 209
samadhi/camati (saint's grave) 79, 80 
sarhnyasin 43, 64, 72, 122, 148 
Sankaracarya 83, 137,211 
Sarasvatl 117, 143 
Sat! 78
sattva 110, 111, 112, 139, 143
Saturn/sani/cani 75, 97, 195, 207, 211
Shantakovvur, A.P. 200
siddhis (spiritual powers) 65, 106, 125
siddha 119, 122, 123, 141
Sita 73, 101, 126
Sltala 55
Siva 9, 18, 19, 20, 22, 26, 28, 29, 30,

33, 38, 41, 45, 46, 47, 49, 51, 52, 53,
54, 55, 56, 57, 61, 70, 71, 72, 75, 79,
83, 84, 85, 87, 90, 91, 95, 96, 98, 99,
100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 110, 112,
114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 120, 123,
124, 125, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133,
134, 138, 140, 143, 148, 152, 163,
183, 186, 203, 209, 210, 212, 213,
216, 218, 221, 223, 230, 236, 238

sivaratri/civanrattiri (night of Siva) 49 
snake 15, 43, 46, 49, 50, 51, 52, 59, 

69, 72, 80, 87, 91, 92, 98, 129, 142, 
181, 186, 215, 217, 224, 227, 228, 
231,238

Srfrankam 24, 83, 210 
sthala vrksa (temple tree) 41,51 
svayambhu (self-born) 46, 75, 80, 179 
Talaiyari 95, 225, 230, 235, 238, 239 
Tajavay Matan 28, 29, 100, 120, 203 
Tampiran 64, 232
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Tamukkati Viran 95, 224, 230, 239 
tamukku (kind of drum) 18, 95, 158, 

230
Tancavur 32, 46, 65, 141, 190, 196, 

236
Tanicciyam 89, 234 
Tannaci 26, 102, 113, 230 
tapas/tavam (‘heat’, ascetic exertion) 

59, 64, 65, 79, 85, 103, 106, 107, 
120, 126, 131, 142, 172 

Tavakuru 107 
Tekkampatti 63, 126, 232 
Tenkarai Makarajesvarar 149, 203 
ter (deity's chariot) 152 
termite hill 43, 45, 46, 49, 50, 52, 69, 

80, 90, 108, 141, 144, 156,215 
tiger 27, 32, 59, 60, 69, 77, 78, 81, 95, 

97, 102, 109, 121, 124, 125, 126, 
148, 204, 216, 223, 224, 225, 226, 
227, 228, 229,231 

ticcatti (fire pot) 56 
Tillaikkali 36,73,201,237,238 
timid (see also hot coals) 56 
dnai (‘landscape’) 44 
tirttam/drtha (sacred water) 62, 86 
Tiruccentur 29
Tiruccirappalji 24, 25, 31, 34, 46, 56, 

74, 90, 109, 199, 210, 237, 238 
Tirukkovilur 90 
Tirumanikkam 58, 234 
Tirumular 123, 124 
Tirunelveli 45, 51, 62, 230, 236 
Tiruppati 79 
Tiruppacetti 59, 73, 236 
Tiruppuvanam 58, 96, 129, 138, 236 
Tiruvannamalai 64, 68, 84, 86, 87,

131, 140, 231, 237, 238 
Toravalur 64, 163, 232, 233 
Tofaneri 85, 234, 235 
Totti 18,72
tree 14, 18, 28, 29, 31, 33, 40, 41, 43, 

45, 46, 49, 50, 51, 52, 55, 56, 58, 60, 
62, 63, 65, 69, 72, 73, 79, 80, 83, 86, 
87, 88, 89, 90, 93, 97, 108, 118, 131,
132, 136, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143,

278

144, 154, 160, 164, 168, 171, 181, 
183, 191,212,217

trisula/tiriculam (trident) 32, 79, 91, 
92, 122, 143, 154, 171, 187, 225, 
226, 227, 228, 229, 230, 231 

Tumpalappatti 56
tusta teyvam (malevolent deity) 30, 64, 

68, 119, 164
Upani§ad 41, 110, 111, 115, 116, 143 
ur (village, settled space) 44 
ural-ulakkai (mortar-pestle) 61, 63, 64, 

66, 67, 83, 84, 86
urkkaval (village guardian) 21, 57, 59, 

85, 86, 88, 108, 151, 183 
Urumar 119,230,235 
Utaiyar (caste) 26 
Utirakkaruppu 108, 109 
utsava/urcava (mobile statue) 57, 139, 

144,152,160,162,163 
Uttanta Viran 99, 163 
valaitati (‘boomerang’) 92, 158,231 
Valaitottattu Ayyan 81, 82 
Valaiyan (caste) 21 
Valappantal 119,131,237 
Vallam 36, 64, 137, 236 
Valmiki 42,50 
Valutaretti 95, 237 
Vamuni/Valvumuni 120, 131, 151 
vana/vanam (wilderness, forest) 43, 

197
Vana Durga 44
Vanapattirakali/Bhadrakali 44, 63, 

127, 128, 168,218,224, 228 
vanki (small dagger carried at hip) 92, 

226
Vanniyar (caste) 59, 72, 78, 80, 86, 

121, 133,204 
Vapar 37
Varakur 70, 86, 236, 237 
varna (social class) 53, 93, 97, 104, 

106, 111, 169 
Varuna 59
vastumandala 53, 104 
vastupurusa 54, 104 
Vativelkarai 84, 96, 226, 234
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Vattarayantettu 185,233 
Vayalur 95, 163, 231, 233, 239 
Vedas/vedic 118,197 
Velar/Kulalan (caste) 22, 101, 161, 

168
Vellaikkaran 142 
Vellaimuni 32 
VellaiyammaJ 34, 134, 227 
Vellalar (caste) 36, 80, 156, 181,203 
Velliyampati-Atiyur 63,168,234 
Velur 38
Venacappatti 137, 199, 232 
Venkatesvara 121 
Vennamalaiyappar 72, 84, 136, 233 
vesti (dhoti) 89, 96, 153, 154, 157, 

158, 162, 163, 230 
Vetappan 71
Vetiyappar 60, 64, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 

91, 121, 161,231,237 
Vicalur 169 
VijayadasamI 183,205 
Vilacceri 59, 234
vimana/vimanam (temple tower) 104, 

139, 141, 144
Vinayaka (see also Ganesa) 53, 59, 71, 

83, 87, 102, 132, 160, 163 
Viramakaliyamman 145, 171, 173, 

174, 175, 204 
Vlramur 59, 70, 102, 237

VTran 33, 35, 37, 42, 51, 72, 83, 98, 
99, 101, 102, 108, 109, 113, 119, 
134, 156, 158, 159, 160, 163, 202, 
223, 231,235 

Vlranan 98 
Vlranantal 88, 237
VTrapattiran/Virabhadra 9, 26, 28, 72, 

90, 91, 98, 100, 101, 102, 119, 126, 
128, 130, 132, 134, 145, 147, 156, 
226, 230, 231,239 

Vlrapantiya Kattapomman 82 
Vlrappur 196,204,237 
Virasaiva 139, 148 
Viruttacalam 60, 71, 72, 136, 233 
visarjana (dissolution) 145,180 
Visnu/Perumal 18, 19, 20, 22, 38, 54, 

55,70, 96, 99, 119, 130 
Yaksa 42, 110 
Yama 78, 112
yantra (geometrical symbol for deity) 

13, 84, 179 
yogin 139, 140, 141 
yuga (age,eon) 118
yupa (sacrificial post, post at which 

sacrifice was tied) 142, 143
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