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2 Portrayals of Soviet Russian History in
Chinese History Textbooks since 1949

Abstract. Since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, Rus-
sian political history has always dominated the content of history textbooks in
China. This situation was particularly evident in the edition of textbooks before
1996. When it comes to economic history, it does not truly concern the economics
but mainly serves political needs. Even though the content of Soviet economic his-
tory was lengthened after 1996, political history remained as the mainstream. It was
not until 2003 that the new edition of history textbooks elaborated on history in
terms of politics, economy, and culture. The economic history of Russia was then
truly equal to the political history. As for the description of Russian cultural history,
it was often also seen as marginal in textbooks until China brought in new history
textbooks in the late 1990s. The new textbooks inherit the “truth seeking” con-
sciousness from the 1996 edition, adopting neutrality for the major events in Rus-
sian history and allowing readers to look at Russia’s gains and losses from both
positive and negative perspectives. With such consciousness in mind, it is likely to
become a new mainstream principle in China of how Russian history should be
portrayed in history textbooks in the future.
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Introduction

Russian political history has been playing a dominant role in Chinese history text-
books for more than 70 years. Textbooks have become one of the main channels
for young students to understand the world since the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China in 1949. Investigating the content and viewpoints of the history
of the development of Soviet Russia' in Chinese history textbooks?, on the one
hand, can help to understand the recognition and changes of the image of Russia
in China’s mainstream value system under the current context. On the other hand,
through the history of Russia presented in textbooks, we can analyze the influence
of the era on writing historical textbooks.

The Description of Soviet Russia in Textbooks in Different
Periods

The Description of the October Revolution

The October Revolution, as a major event affecting Russia and the history of the
world, has always been a key component of world history in Chinese textbooks.
As an important leader, LENIN (1870-1924) was highly praised. What role did STA-
LIN, an important historical figure after LENIN, play in the October Revolution?
How do the textbook of different editions evaluate this event and the figures con-
cerned?

In the 1955 edition of history textbooks, STALIN’s (1878-1953) role in the rev-
olution is considered praiseworthy. It repeatedly mentions his name as many as 27
times and says that “*4%1 TREXERHE], HRMRATS 1A KA 4Ere 5, B
TRFEBER LS TIE  (during the refuge of LENIN, STALIN led the

1 The history of the development of Soviet Russia includes the Soviet Russia period (1917—
1922) and the Soviet Union period (1922—-1991).

2 Before 2001, the history textbooks published by People’s Education Press mentioned in
this paper are senior secondary school history textbooks. After 2001, in order to show the
latest research situation, history textbooks for junior secondary school and senior secondary
school published by the same press were selected. Among them, history textbooks for junior
secondary school include the newly one published by the ministry, and textbooks for senior
secondary school include both a Chinese and foreign history outline (I) (ii).

74



Portrayals of Soviet Russian History in Chinese History Textbooks since 1949

Bolshevik Party and led the preparations for the armed uprising jobs)”. It can be
seen that the 1955 edition deliberately glorifies STALIN on the issue of the October
Revolution while the name of STALIN was not mentioned in the “great victory of
the October Socialist Revolution” in the 1957 edition and, therefore, can be seen
as downplaying STALIN on purpose.

The new textbooks issued under the guidance of the new curriculum standard
basically link LENIN with the October Revolution. For example, the elective text-
book Chinese and Foreign Historical Figures from 2011 takes one lesson to intro-
duce LENIN and suggests that LENIN was the leader of the October Revolution
making great contributions and having created the first socialist country.* The new
textbook from 2019 objectively describes LENIN’s leadership in the October Rev-
olution: “1917 4F 11 1 6 FIIfe, FilRbas ke Bk ik e SL it e 2100
TREE, EEYSH L (On the evening of November 6, 1917, LENIN secretly
went to the Smolny (Smol'nyi) Palace, the headquarters of the Petrograd Uprising,
and personally led the uprising)”.?

The significance of the October Revolution has always been the focus of Chi-
nese textbooks. The 1955 edition of The Modern History of the Soviet Union highly
praised the October Revolution: “Zh#% | 77 [H += X 4tih, EIFHE T RIEMEGE
FIRE A, 25w WE KR (That the imperialist rule has been
shaken and the new upsurge of the national liberation movement has been started
is a great victory for Marxism)”.® The 1976 edition quotes Chairman MAO (1893
1976) and advocates violent revolution: “ X Al 5 71 %y, 4 HE3F AL,
TR T U E RS, EL T ML (Only through violent revolu-
tions can we seize power, destroy capitalist state machines, and establish a dicta-

3 L1 Chunwu Z46R, (ed.): Sulian xiandai shi F2EEALSE (The Modern History of the
Soviet Union), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 1955, pp. 5-7.

4 Lishi Kecheng Jiaocai Yanjiu Kaifa Zhongxin Jjj 52 58 #UA W 72 I & H 0 (ed.):
Putong Gaozhong Kecheng Biaozhun Shiyan Jiaokeshu: Lishi Xuanxiu 4. Zhongwai Lishi
Renwu Pingshuo 538 =) HF R FE bR HESCIQ R 15: 7 SR 4R 487 e NVt (Ex-
perimental Textbook of Curriculum Standards for Senior Secondary Schools: History Elec-
tive 4: Comments on Chinese and Foreign Historic Persons), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe
2011, pp. 89-94.

5 Jiaoyubu ZH# (ed.): Yiwu Jiaoyu Jiaokeshu Qi Nianji Xia Ce X 55 B HEHH-LHE
22~ (Compulsory Education Textbook, the second volume of seventh grade), Beijing:
Renmin chubanshe 2019, p. 40.

6 L1 Chunwu: Sulian (1955), pp. 15-17.
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torship of the proletariat)”.” Although the 1982 edition of the textbook does not
include the quotations of MAO, it still advocates the violent revolution.®

In addition to its international significance, the 1996 edition also sees the im-
pact of the revolution on Russia itself: “# 37 T tH 52— Ao =B g3 1) .
TAER B AR AR 2 2 E 5, 90 E B0E ot 2 3 T [ f1iE
T HEERIHE (The establishment of the world’s first socialist country, led by the
proletariat and the alliance of workers and peasants, created important premise for
the transformation of Russia into a socialist industrial power)”.’ The 2001 edition
of the senior secondary school textbook is more objective, pointing out that “f# A\
FREANR R A2 E SR TR ][] IR I i (Putting
mankind into a new era of exploring the path of socialist development [...] is the
beginning of modern world history)”.!° It also mentions the controversy of history
and mentions in the notes that “7E 2% FbA —FioUl s, Nyt FIAC T
UHF 19 HEd K 20 424 (There is also a point of view in the academic world
of history that modern world history began in the late 19th and early 20th centu-
ries)”.!! The textbook from early 2005 focuses on the impact of the October Rev-
olution on China: “+ H -y i) —F MM, 2R 3ATER 7 7 BT E X
(The explosion of the October Revolution brought us Marxism-Leninism)”.!? The
history textbook for senior secondary school level from 2011, starting with the pos-
itive influence on the socialist revolution, sees its success “{H 15 4E< £ X NS
ARNBLSE, RIS AR R T PR Jer By GO Rt~ Rt N RSt 4

(making socialism turn from theory into reality, but also inspiring the liberation

7 Bejingshi Jiaoyuju Jiaocai Bianxiezu LI T B E R#EM 4 5 A (ed.): “Shijie Jindai
Xiandaishi” xia ce {HFUTAIALY T (World Modern History, Part 2), Beijing:
Renmin chubanshe 1976, p.15. (Because it is in the period of the "Cultural Revolution",
there is no unified textbook compiled by the state, so the author chooses the senior second-
ary school history textbook of Beijing, which was widely used in the period of the Cultural
Revolution.)

8 YAN Zhiliang = E%2 (ed.): Shijie Lishi Xia Ce 157 52 T/ (World History, Part 2),
Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 1982, p. 172.

9 Renmin Jiaoyu Chuban She Lishi Shi A\ R#E At [ 3£ % (ed.): Shijie Jindai Xian-
dai Shi t FEARIIAR 5 (World Modern History, Part 2), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 1996,
p.- 5.

10 Renmin Jiaoyu Chubanshe Lishishi A R#E H AL 7 2% (ed.): Shijie Jindai Xian-
dai Shi tHFEAIUAR 52 (World Modern History, Part 2), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 2001,
p. 4.

11 Ibid.

12 Kecheng Jiaocai Yanjiu Suo Lishi Kecheng Yanjiu Kaifa Zhongxin ¥-FEHM T 52 fit
7 SRR B 5 R 0 (ed.): Yiwu Jiaoyu Kecheng Biaozhun Shiyan Jiaokeshu
Zhongguo Lishi Jiu Nianji Xia Ce X 55308 URAEFRAE S L0 B0 o [F J7 s L e g N
(Compulsory education curriculum standard experimental Chinese history textbook, The
second volume of grade 9), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 2005, p. 5.
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struggle of the international proletariat and the colonized and semi-colonized peo-
ple)”.!3 The narrative in the 2019 edition is basically the same and elaborates on
the positive role of the October Revolution in the proletarian movement: “#& A2
P s B — MR AL 2 2 ey, L TSR AN R EUE K,
B 1 E BRI B KA sl, s 1T R R N R (1t
was the first triumphant socialist revolution in human history. It established the
first dictatorship of the proletariat, promoted the international proletarian revolu-
tionary movement and inspired the liberation struggle of the colonized and semi-
colonized people.)”.!

The latest history textbook for senior secondary school level introduces the
October Revolution in Lesson 15 of the seventh unit “The Victory of the October
Revolution and the Socialist Practice of the Soviet Union.” It highly values the
October Revolution for world history: “J&ffk [ -5 tH 5% [ s 352 o R R R
T[] BT 20 AR AL, AR SCRITHE 2 3 U Rl 2
FIE A S5, B LR EZE NS (It is an epoch-making event
in the historical process of Russia and the world [...] It changed the world pattern
of the 20th century. Since then, the coexistence and competition of capitalism and
socialism has become an important part of world history)”.!?

In summary, the textbooks from the 1950s to the mid-1960s mainly describe the
world significance of the revolution and the great importance of Marxism-Lenin-
ism. From the Cultural Revolution period until the early 1990s, the emphasis of
these textbooks was put on seizing power by violence. The textbooks in the 21st
century have become more objective and turned to praise the October Revolution
for creating a situation in which both capitalism and socialism could coexist in
world history.

13 Lishi Kecheng Yanjiu Kaifa Zhongxin Jj 5% ¥ 72 8 5 HF & H 0> (ed.): Putong
Gaozhong Kecheng Biaozhun Shiyan Jiaokeshu: Lishi 1 (Bixiu) 518 5y FE bR AL SLIG
HOBH: 8 1 (418) (Experimental Textbook of Curriculum Standards for Senior Sec-
ondary Schools: History Compulsory 1), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 2011, p. 91.

14 Jiaoyubu: Yiwu Jiaoyu Jiaokeshu Qi Nianji Xia Ce (2019), p. 42.

15 Jiaoyubu Zuzhi Bianxie # & #4HAH S (ed.): Putong Gaozhong Lishi jiaokeshu Lishi
Bixiu Zhongwai Lishi Gangyao Xia 518 5 -F20RHS 7 s g R AT 2 4NN (Experi-
mental Textbook of Curriculum Standards for Senior Secondary Schools: History Compul-
sory: Outline of Chinese and foreign history, Part 2), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 2019,
pp- 90-91.
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Description of the Soviet Union During the Stalin Period

The construction of socialism during the Stalin period was mainly embodied in the
aspects of the Soviet Union; giving priority to the development of heavy industry
is a major feature of the Soviet Union. The 1955 edition of the textbook points out
that “FRIcAt 2 1 L TAAG BT ki T AH 6 7 5 2487 2 138 7 (the So-
viet Union’s funds for socialist industrialization came from the improvement of
public ownership of property and productivity)”.!® Although the 1982 edition does
not mention it positively, it is mentioned in the Soviet Union’s objection to “The
TROTSKY-ZINOVIEV alliance”. The 1982 edition states that 77 BcAH 2 % 4 175
RO R T HRKKITTHR, R B — B R MR A
WA A B =, AR, Ak s 10K 2 (The Soviet Union’s
method of accumulating funds has already made the peasants make the greatest
contribution. If it still goes on by following the way of the TROTSKY-ZINOVIEV
alliance, it will definitely cause the peasants to go bankrupt as well as the agricul-
ture to collapse, and the industrialization will eventually fail)”.!” The peasants
have made tremendous contributions to the accumulation of funds in the Soviet
Union, and agriculture has made sacrifices for the development of industry. The
1996 edition directly discusses the damage to agriculture caused by the develop-
ment of industrialization: “FEZRX MWK RE ERGER R KZ, KB
THFHPIRAS (There are too many things taken away from the peasants by the state,
which makes the agriculture stagnate for a long time)”.!® The 2001 textbook is rel-
atively objective, mentioning: “fMV AR EAR B IS A R T TR &, N5
B TP AL ) SEISR AL 1 2%, (BAEAERE ™ E 1) ] NS R (The agricultural
collectivization is temporarily conducive to the industrial development, providing
conditions for the realization of industrialization in the Soviet Union, but there are
serious problems and mistakes)”.!” The 2005 edition for junior secondary school
level pinpoints that in the process of agricultural collectivization, there are prob-
lems of forcing farmers to fight against rich peasants.?’ The 2011 edition for senior
secondary school level not only directly highlights that funds are accumulated
from agriculture for the industrial development but also presents specific figures
to prove it. At the same time, it also argues that this measure is intended to enhance
economic strength and national defense.?!

16 L1 Chunwu: Sulian (1955), p. 55.

17 YAN Zhiliang: Shijie Lishi (1982), p. 222.

18 Renmin Jiaoyu Chubanshe Lishi Shi: World Modern History (1996), p. 17.

19 Renmin Jiaoyu Chubanshe Lishi Shi: World Modern History (2001), p. 15.

20 Kecheng Jiaocai Yanjiu Suo Lishi Kecheng Yanjiu Kaifa Zhongxin: Yiwu Jiaoyu
Kecheng Biaozhun Shiyan Jiaokeshu (2005), pp. 8-9.

21 Lishi Kecheng Yanjiu Kaifa Zhongxin: Putong Gaozhong Lishi Jiaokeshu (2011), p. 96.
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In comparison, the edition from 2019 is more comprehensive and better founded
as it introduces the background of the agricultural collectivization: “F3H &4 T
FEE R EBIEEHL, TR [L] PO ERE (L] 207 SR A
RFEEE, IPRA SRS, ARESREHMMRS  (The Soviet Union
has experienced a serious food acquisition crisis. STALIN is determined to [...]
solve the food problem [...] support the construction of collective farms in many
ways and the acceleration of setting up tractor stations, and provide farms with
mechanical farming)”.?? The textbook introduces the era and rationale behind the
agricultural collectivization policy as well as sees the damage to the interests of
farmers under the administrative means of planning and the problems caused:
“The interests of farmers were affected by serious problems which caused the stag-
nation of agricultural production in the Soviet Union”.?* In Lesson 15, “-* H .7y
JEF] 5445 LB (Victory of the October Revolution and Socialist Practice)”
under the fifth unit of the latest history textbook, the development model of the
Soviet Union in special national conditions can be seen, that is, industrialization
becomes the basis of Soviet industrial power that sacrifices agriculture for both
the light industry and heavy industry: “Z£ 4 MV A4k ok F s i T B2 25U |
25 e 28 (The use of coercive means in the collectivization of agriculture
has led to national economic disproportion)”.?*

Discussion of the Stalin model principally differs between the textbooks before
and after the 1996 edition. The textbooks before the 1996 edition? value its ad-
vantages of the Stalin model such as economic development and the “New Soviet
Constitution”, marking the Soviet Union’s entry into socialism. After 1996, each
version is more objective that evaluation not only includes merits but also draw-
backs of the model. For example, the 2019 edition argues in a more neutral manner
that the Stalin model, have brought economic and political benefits to the Soviet
Union. At the same time, it also manages to dig out the setbacks which signify the
disadvantages the Soviet Union would face in the future: “J5 e E 4 B (7] S
Tk Ak, O H 5 B AT S T S B R BE P B R, R T A X
I RE A DIBR A [...] {EL IR BRASE 2 Bt (5 5 BB AT H DT AR o (The Soviet
Union achieved industrialization within a relatively short period of time, laying
the material foundation for the victory of the anti-fascist war in the future, showing
the superiority of the socialist system [...] but the drawbacks of the Soviet model

22 Jiaoyubu: Yiwu Jiaoyu Jiaokeshu Qi Nianji Xia Ce (2019), p. 49.

23 Ibid.

24 Jiaoyubu Zuzhi Bianxie: Putong Gaozhong Lishi Jiaokeshu Lishi Bixiu Zhongwai Lishi
Gangyao Xia (2019), p. 93.

25 Renmin Jiaoyu Chubanshe Lishishi A RZE H AL EE (ed.): Shijie Jindaixian-
daishi 1 5L ARIUK 52 (World Modern History, Part 2), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 1992,
pp. 71-72.
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were also there to cause the Soviet Union to pay a heavy price)”.2® The latest text-
book for senior secondary school level also holds the same attitude toward the
Stalin model: “BL3E 1 9 K E K LA, Oy fa R ES T E i+ A s 1)
BiskAr. [ EBBEH R TIZE, hlkRELLL L] SBERE
GRELBI R, [ 5m T 93RRI &K J€ . (it laid the foundation of a strong coun-
try and created material conditions later for the victory of the Great Patriotic War.
[...] However, the development model of the Soviet Union rejected the market
economy and developed one-sided development of heavy industry [...] leading to
a disproportion of the national economy, [...] which affected the development of
the Soviet Union)”.?’

The Chinese history textbook also describes that in the early period of STA-
LIN’s rule, some important Communist Party leaders were defeated by STALIN,
such as TROTSKY (TROTSKII, 1879-1940), who played an important role in the Oc-
tober Revolution; BUKHARIN (1888-1938), who firmly supported LENIN’s new eco-
nomic policy; and ZINOVIEV (ZINOV'EV, 1883-1936), the early leader of the Com-
munist International. The 1955 textbook presents TROTSKY as “ A FSHIHAE [...]
e EFE X SHEME, FTAKPBTFRFEA (the traitor of the people [...]
the imperialist and Russian landlord as well as the assistant and agent of the capi-
talist)”.2® In addition, as it is mentioned that LENIN was injured by gunshot in 1918,
the book reads: “ N R BE HIEAFBIR KA . AIS AR IR IR S L3 X
fI15e 45, F+H 25 H 5 (The people’s most vicious enemies TROTSKY, BU-
KHARIN, KAMENEV, and their accomplices are fully aware and involved in the in-
cident)”.? Referring to socialist construction, it states: “The TROTSKY, ZINOVIEV,
BUKHARIN and other counter-revolutionaries denied that the Soviet Union had the
chance of building socialism”.3 Moreover, the 1960 textbook targets at TROTSKY
and opportunists: “FEI& K IEFIHLL T X4+ HR O k22 3 L (Tro-
TSKY and opportunists come out to oppose socialist construction)”.*! Moving on
to the edition from 1976, for the first time TROTSKY and ZINOVIEV have been char-
acterized as “the T-Z anti-party alliance™? and they are said to appear as the “ex-
treme left”. The 1979 edition is similar to the 19776 edition in the expression of this

26 Jiaoyubu: Yiwu Jiaoyu Jiaokeshu Qinianji xiace (2019), p. 50.

27 Jiaoyubu Zuzhi Bianxie: Putong Gaozhong Lishi jiaokeshu Lishi Bixiu Zhongwai Lishi
Gangyao Xia (2019), p. 93.

28 L1 Chunwu: Sulian (1955), p. 5.

29 L1 Chunwu: Sulian (1955), p. 23.

30 L1 Chunwu: Sulian (1955), p. 86.

31 Renmin Jiaoyu Chubanshe A\ R &ttt (ed.): Shijie Xiandai Shi tHFIAL L
(World Modern History), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 1960, p. 30.

32 Beijing Shi Jiaoyuju Jiaocai Bianxie Zu It T # & REM WS4 (ed.): Shijie Jindai
Xiandai Shi Xia Ce t S ITARIAR 52 T (World Modern History, part 2), Beijing:
Renmin chubanshe 1976, p. 61.
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issue that they all are given the labels of “/c i (left-leaning)”, “#7 15 (right-lean-
ing)”, “( 5 HEH) anti-party alliance” and “#%F# 3= X 43T (capitulationists)”.
However, the difference is that the 1979 textbook does not label TROTSKY and
others as “bourgeois agents”. The edition three years later mentions the historical
facts but does not judge them. While it mentions that ZINOVIEV and others revealed
the plans for the October revolutionary uprising, no specific judgment is given in
the text. In addition, the textbook mentions BUKHARIN’s views on agricultural col-
lectivization, and it says that “BUKHARIN’s opinion has received sympathy and
support from many people... but because of STALIN’s dissatisfaction with BUKHA-
RIN, he was criticized and labeled as an “F il 3 X, & RABEN (Agent of
right-opportunism and rich peasants)”.3® Yet, these are no longer mentioned in
textbooks from 1996 and the subsequent editions.

In summary, the textbooks of the 1950s and early 1960s are mainly negative
toward TROTSKY and others; the textbooks of the 1970s remain basically un-
changed; the textbooks of the 1980s and early 1990s are more factual but of less
judgments. TROTSKY and the likes are no longer mentioned in history textbooks
for senior secondary school level since the midi99os.

Description of the Soviet Union History in World War II

Chinese textbooks basically provide positive points of view about the role of the
Soviet Union in World War II. The 1955 edition acknowledges that the Soviet Un-
ion was destroying the fascists by its power: “The Soviet armed forces defeated
the German fascists on the Western Front and defeated the Japanese fascists on
the Eastern Front”.>* The 1957 edition also emphasizes the Soviet Union’s crucial
role in the war: “In the war that determined the fate of mankind, the Soviet Union
played a decisive role”.3® Focusing on the outcome of the China’s war of resistance,
the 1960 edition gives accounts of Japan’s surrender and thoughts that the Soviet
Union’s participation in the war accelerated Japan’s defeat. Additional content has
been given in the 1982 edition that the Americans fought against Japan, which
signifies the beginning of mentioning and describing the roles of other countries.
The 1996 textbook details the Soviet Union’s defeat in the early days of the
war and analyzes the reasons: “A large number of outstanding commanders lost
their lives in internal persecution, and the Soviet military’s combat effectiveness

33 YAN Zhiliang: Shijie Lishi (1982), p. 224.

34 L1 Chunwu: Sulian (1955), p. 116.

35 YANG Shengmao #42 % and Lt Chunwu 244K, (ed.): Shijie Jindai Xiandai Shi Xia Ce
T ARDUR 2 T M (World Modern History, part 2), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 1957,
p. 111,
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was severely weakened [...] The Soviets made serious mistakes in their defense
strategy”.3® The first edition of the 21st century not only points out the Soviet Un-
ion’s initial defeat and its causes, but also uses concrete figures to prove the huge
losses suffered by the Soviet Union: “F|| 1941 4F 11 H, 8% 4 40 1 5Bk
—HEILHZTPITORR M, S T RRZ) 0% N I ALK 1
MV [X (In November 1941, the Germans occupied more than 1.5 million square kil-
ometers of lands of the Soviet Union as well as controlled about 40% of the Soviet
Union’s population and most industrial areas)”.>” The 2005 version of the junior
secondary school textbook provides in-depth descriptions of the Soviet Union’s
great contribution to the Battle of Stalingrad. In addition, after the end of the war
against Germany, it sent troops to northeast China to fight alongside China against
Japan.®® The latest textbook reports that the Soviet Union “A AHEHT A4S [ (1)
F4%3% (became the main battlefield against Nazi Germany)”,*® and made great
contributions to the war.

With respect to the Soviet Union’s expansion of territory during the war, Chi-
nese textbooks of different eras provide very different angles on this issue. The
1955 version mentions that the Soviet Union expanded its territory to the west
when the German army invaded Poland, but it was glorified.** For instance, it says
that the eastern part of Poland and the Bessarabia of Romania were the territory of
the Soviet Union, and that the Soviet Union just made them return to the “home-
land”. Finland had to accept the peace agreement because of its failure to attack
the Soviet Union on its own initiative; Latvia and other countries joined the Soviet
Union because of the people’s referendum. The 1957 edition skips the territorial
issue of Romania but the rest of the content is consistent with the one from 1955.
The first time that the Soviet Union’s occupation of the territories of these coun-
tries has been discussed is found in the 1996 edition: “When the German army
invaded Poland, the Soviet Union began to expand its territory to the west and
established the ‘Eastern Front™.*! Meanwhile, the notes in the book explain the
components of the Soviet occupied territory in detail. The 2001 version further
shows the illegal occupation of the territories of these countries by the Soviet Un-
ion. It is not difficult to see that the textbooks of the 1950s completely modified
the facts; afterwards, the issue was not touched upon in the textbooks until the

36 Renmin Jiaoyu Chubanshe Lishishi: Shijie Jindai Xiandai Shi (1996), p. 54.

37 Renmin Jiaoyu Chubanshe Lishishi: Shijie Jindai Xiandai Shi (2001), p. 51.

38 Kecheng Jiaocai Yanjiusuo Lishi Kecheng Yanjiu Kaifa Zhongxin: Yiwu Jiaoyu
Kecheng Biaozhun Shiyan Jiaokeshu (2005), pp. 36-—40.

39 Jiaoyubu Zuzhi Bianxie: Putong Gaozhong Lishi Jiaokeshu Lishi Bixiu Zhongwai Lishi
Gangyao Xia (2019), p. 102.

40 L1 Chunwu: Sulian (1955), pp. 82—84.

41 Renmin Jiaoyu Chubanshe Lishi Shi: Shijie Jindai Xiandai Shi (1996), p. 52.
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edition of the midiggos represents the facts. Nonetheless, the new textbooks and
the new curriculum rid of mentioning the issue as the Soviet Union’s division on
other countries’ territory in the Soviet-German Non-Aggression Pact is indeed
mentioned but not the demands of the Soviet Union on the territory of other coun-
tries in the Yalta (ﬁ%lta) Conference.

Description of the post-war Soviet Union

In regard to the death of STALIN, three and a half pages are used in the 1955 text-
book with thorough appraisal of STALIN’s life. In contrast, the 1957 edition takes
only one third of a page with little evaluation and very simple narration: “ i Ak
T 1953 4 3 H 5 H MK 1o Hikskadith LU, JRN RIS % 14
SEAE DRI e R L, W PRE Oo e  Vet  E SCR HARHTHE  (STALIN
passed away on March 5, 1953. After STALIN’s death, the Soviet people became
more united around the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, confidently march-
ing toward the goal of building communism)”.** The textbooks of the 1960s and
the subsequent versions barely mention the death of STALIN. It can be seen that
the capacity of STALIN’s death in textbooks have become more and more dimin-
ished, from the initial multipage content and high evaluation to the subsequent
limited length, neutralization, and finally omission.

During the Khrushchevian era, China and the Soviet Union had a honeymoon
period and subsequently a hostile period. Therefore, the description of Khrush-
chevian times also reflects the reality to a certain extent. The 1957 textbook focuses
on achievements and vigor of the socialist construction movement under the lead-
ership of Nikita KHRUSHCHEV (1894-1971) in the Soviet Union: “AII 14T T
PR HIE SR SESG . BRI TS BB BUNIEHIR R[] AR
H IR BUE B 7 H A TS (Successfully conducted an interconti-
nental ballistic missile experiment; successfully launched the world’s first artifi-
cial earth satellite. [...] That marks that the Soviet Union’s scientific and techno-
logical achievements reached a world peak)”.*> “1958 4F, FREcf) Lk &2 {E L
1913 SEHE N 7 =+ F.A% (In1958, the industrial output value of the Soviet Union
increased by 35 times compared with 1913)”.** Both the 1996 and 2001 textbooks
talk about the reforms led by KHRUSHCHEYV after the war. Although they point out

42 YANG Shengmao and L1 Chunwu: Shijie Jindai Xiandai Shi Xia Ce (1957), p. 112.
43 YANG Shengmao and L1 Chunwu: Shijie Jindai Xiandai Shi Xia Ce (1957), p. 66.
44 Tbid., pp. 88—89.
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that the reforms had a certain effect but ended in failure. The 2011 edition for the
senior secondary school level introduces the Khrushchevian reform in detail, in-
cluding background, content, and evaluation. Note that the Khrushchevian reform
improved the Stalin model, but because of the lack in scientific understanding of
its drawbacks, it was impossible to make a fundamental breakthrough and eventu-
ally ended in failure.* The 2019 textbook is more or less the same: “7EFLFIH K
MA NEFER RIS, EZGF BT 1 — 2. (HR B MRA LR
KRS AT BB £ 57 A1) (At the same time as criticizing STALIN’S per-
sonal worship, some economic reforms were carried out. Yet there is no funda-
mental breakthrough of the political and economic system formed during the Sta-

25 46

lin period)”.

Conclusion

Textbooks of different periods bear different descriptions of the same content of
Soviet Russia history. Broadly speaking, Soviet Russia’s political history always
takes a dominant position in terms of the main content of textbooks. Chronologi-
cally speaking, specific content of this history changes from time to time in text-
books especially after the founding of the People’s Republic of China as the se-
lection of materials for the history of Soviet Russia has appeared to be different.
Since 1949, the content of Soviet Russian history has undeniably been dominant
in history textbooks in China; particularly evident in all the editions until the 1996
version. The description of economic history serves nothing more than as political
propaganda. This is largely reflected in the description of the issue of socialist
construction in the Soviet Union. Those editions before the 1996 publication
mainly focus on the competition between socialism and capitalism, as well as the
domestic political struggles. Although the range of discussing Soviet economic
history increased after 1996, political history has still been the mainstream of con-
tent until 2003 that the new edition of history textbooks finally starts to elaborate
on history by covering not only politics but also economy and culture. The

45 Lishi Kecheng Yanjiu Kaifa Zhongxin i 52 ¥ #2 W 5 F K 0> (ed.): Putong
Gaozhong Kecheng Biaozhun Shiyan Jiaokeshu: Lishi 2 (Bixiu) 518 5y A U FE bR A STIG
R I 2 (2) (Experimental Textbook of Curriculum Standards for Senior Sec-
ondary Schools: History Compulsory 2), Beijing: Renmin chubanshe 2011, p. 99.

46 Jiaoyubu: Yiwu Jiaoyu Jiaokeshu Qi Nianji Xia Ce (2019), p. 84.
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economic history of Russia has become an equal part to the political history. How-
ever, the cultural part of Russian history still takes up the least capacity.

The textbooks of different versions of China since 1949 have been different in
the selection of angles and perspectives of the history of the Soviet Union. Some
details have been given in some editions, but not in others, such as those about
Leon TROTSKY. The description of Leon TROTSKY and those similar has gradually
been ignored since the 1992 edition, and there is no description of these persons in
the 1996 edition and thereafter as a result. Two typical issues are presented in each
version of textbooks, that is, the October Revolution and the socialist construction
of the Soviet Union. Although the textbooks of different times place different em-
phasis on these two issues, these two aspects are often the key content of the nar-
ration in the description of historical content.

There are two versions of textbooks that can be regarded as the turning point
in the development of Chinese history textbooks with reference to Soviet Russian
history: one is the 1982 textbook and the other is the 1996 textbook. Both have
great impacts on the presentation of content in their subsequent editions. For ex-
ample, the content about Russian history in textbooks in the 15 years after 1982 is
based on the content in the 1982 version; those from 1996 to the present are mainly
written with reference to the 1996 edition. Both the 1982 and 1996 version share
one thing in common: showing more respect to history. For example, the 1982
version depicts a different Soviet Union by removing negative comments on Bu-
KHARIN and others as well as adding more information about the history of the
Second World War; the 1996 edition allows readers to learn from new historical
knowledge and provides various aspects to understand the Soviet Union.

China has adopted brand new editorial history textbooks since 2019. The new
textbook continues with the “truth seeking” consciousness takes a neutral stance
in the descriptions of the major events in Soviet Russian history, allowing readers
to look at Russia’s gains and losses from both positive and negative perspectives.
This principle of seeking truth from facts is reflected on the mention of the “Oc-
tober Revolution” and “World War II”, and thus showing a more objective meth-
odology in describing the historical image of Russia. The study of the content in
this edition appears to be more rigorous and concise. Compared with the textbooks
of previous editions, the new edition lays out the content in a more compact man-
ner. For some controversial issues such as “STALIN’s death” and “the struggle for
rights among Soviet Leaders”, the new edition takes no consideration and partly
omits them. The embodiment of the rigorous and realistic orientation has been a
general trend since the 1996 version of textbooks. To conclude, it is likely for such
trends to become the mainstream principle of presenting Soviet Russian history in
Chinese history textbooks in the foreseeable future.
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