Strong or ‘Irregular’ Verbs

The great statue of Narasimha at Hampi

There is only one verb in the Kannada language that can be called
‘irregular’ in that some of the inflected forms do not follow a pattern
that is shared with any other verb, and this one verb is iru ‘to be’ in the
present and past tense (this has been discussed in lesson 2).

As has already been mentioned in lesson 5, the ‘irregularness’ of
an irregular verb concerns those verb forms that are derived from the
past tense stem. These are (a) the past tense, (b) the gerund (see lesson
12), (c) the past relative participle (lesson 6), (d) the conditional (and
its derivative, the concessional: lesson 18), and (e) the potential mood
(lesson 17). If one knows the stem for the past tense, one can derive
all these forms regularly.

The ‘irregularness’ can, to some extent, be compared to the irreg-
ularness of the so-called ‘strong verbs’ in the Germanic languages: for
instance, when one compares the English verb forms sweep — swept —
swept and keep — kept — kept, one notices that also among such ‘irregu-
lar’ verbs, some regular patterns emerge. Exactly the same is the case
in Kannada. For instance, there are verbs of which the root ends in i or
e but of which the past stem is formed not by means of the suffix du,
as one ordinarily would expect, but tw:
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€20 ari to know 9033  aritenu I knew
3& kali to learn 303X kalitenu 1 learnt
=3 mare to forget SBT3 maretenu 1 forgot

The gerunds of these verbs are aritu, kalitu, maretu; the past relative
participles are arita, kalita, mareta; the conditionals are aritare, kalitare,
maretare; and the first person singular in the potential mood for these
verbs (‘I may know’, etc.) is ariténu, kaliténu, mareténu. Apart from the
usual d being a t, the modifications that lead to these different verb
forms are the same as for the regular verbs of the i/e class (verbs like
the paradigmatic kare).

Another category of irregular verbs lose the final u of the root and
add the thematic d immediately after the remaining consonant:

Y ennu to say NOTD  emdenu  1said

Ty, tinnu to eat B30T timdenu 1 ate

ZDO:’DDQS bayyu to abuse /  QORTD  baydenu Iabused /
revile reviled

These are roots which originally, in Old Kannada, ended in a consonant
(en, tin, bay, etc.).The gerunds are emdu, timdu, bayduw; the past relative
participles are emda, timda, bayda; the conditionals are emdare, timdare,
baydare; and the first person singular in the potential mood for these
verbs (‘I may say’, etc.) is emdénu, timdenu, baydeénu.

Other roots originally ended in a consonant but drop this consonant
before the following suffix:

T3  kayu to wait T3  kadenu 1 waited
DY kuliru to sit down BVL3ID  kulitenu 1 sat down
[RED  solu tolose /be RRESIZD sotenu  1lost / was
defeated defeated
Qe sinu to sneeze 23X sitenu I sneezed

It should be noticed here that in the case of some of these verbs, more
than one possible past stem can be made. E.g., besides the form kadenu
one also finds kdydenu, and besides sitenu the form simdenu also exists.'
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The following lists of strong verbs are not meant to be exhaustive,
but gives examples of types of ‘irregularness’.’
Two verbs are doubly irregular:

Class I:
&30 agu to become
&N agi (gerund) T adenu I became

e hogu to go
TREN  hogi (gerund)  BRETIZD hodenu 1 went

In the case of the two above verbs, the gerund is formed regularly, as
though they were ordinary u-class verbs, but the past stem is after the
pattern of kayu etc.?

Once this form is known, the finite forms for the past tense, and
the past relative participle and the conditional can be formed as usual,
by adding the appropriate endings:

kalitu having learnt kalitenu 1learnt kalitare if (one) learns

maretu having maretenu 1forgot maretare if (one)
forgotten forgets

(etc.)
In the following tables, only the roots and the forms of the gerund
are given.

Class II: gerund ending in tu

20 ari to know @03  aritu

DB ese to throw NRB  esetu

3® kali to learn OB kalitu

0 kuri  to aim OB kuritu

DA kusi  to sink down / BDAB  kusitu
collapse

BRY kole  to rot 3RV koletu
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23¥ cali to be tired 3IP3  calitu
3RT dore  to be obtained BRTB  doretu
] bese  to solder 3RS besetu
Evele] mare  to forget TS maretu
] mase  to whet TR masetu
RRE mole  to sprout BRED  moletu
TR husi  to speak falseshood 23  husitu
/ lie

Class Illa: originally consonantal roots, gerund ending in du or tu

DY ennu  to say N0 emdu
Ty, tinnu  to eat 20T timdu
e303) ayu to choose &0y aydu
W03 oyyu  to carry off WO oydu
To03  kayu  to wait / grow hot F03))  kdydu
3R 032 koyyu  to reap, pluck BR03Y  koydu
M3 geyyu tomake no3y  geydu
3eC30  téyu  to grind 303 teydu
3.@0333?3 toyyu to become wet 3R toydu
WY bayyu torevile WO baydu
W03 mayu  to be hidden $R03Y  mdydu
TOIN  méyu  to graze $0e03)  méydu
ROy suyyu  tosigh A3 suydu
2030  hayu  to cross over T3 hdydu
3D kavalu to become @D,  kavaltu
branched

8¥MOTY  ciguru  to sprout WOBDE  cigurtu
2333TY  bevaru to perspire W3TE bevartu

Alternative forms for some of the verbs in this class are adu, kadu, gédu,
madu, meédu, hadu, ciguri, bevari.



Class ITIb: with elision of the original final consonant

BT
T
AR
Jeen

kuliru
naru
solu
helu
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to sit down
to stink

to be defeated

to pass excrement*

P
T
BRED
JeD

kulitu
natu
sotu
hétu

Class Illc: the original final consonant of the root is changed

QT
3D
23T
T
TR
3
2T
RN
new

[2e)

S
98D
JAVERS)
SAEES)
A%
3OD

e

iru
teru
bésaru
heru
horu
taru
baru
kollu
gellu
nillu
alu
ulu
elu
kalu
kilu
bilu

to be

to pay

to be bored

to give birth

to bear a burden
to bring

to come

to kill

to win, overcome
to stand

to weep

to plough

to rise

to steal

to pluck, pick

to fall

)
32,
WeRB,
B2,
Ba,
30T
20T
BROTD
ricsy
OB
0,
),
a3
sy
82,
0

iddu
tettu
besattu
hettu
hottu
tamdu
bamdu
komdu
geddu
nimtu
attu
uttu
eddu
kaddu
kittu
biddu
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(Note the shortening of the vowel in the case of the two last-mentioned

verbs.)

In this class, the verbs baru and taru are partly irregular: the 2nd
person singular imperative is 23 ba ‘come!” and 39 ta ‘bring!’, and
in the 3rd person singular neuter imperfect, besides the more regular
2003 bamditu ‘it came’, the shortened form 2003) bamtu is more

common.



276 A Manual of Modern Kannada

Class IV: originally monosyllabic verbs with long vowels

SREA3D ndyu  to be in pain 300  nomdu
23ec3  béyu  be burnt 230> bemdu
DEC3 miyu  to bathe NOTD  mimdu
8 i to give® Q=, ittu
J03N  sayu  to die® 3, sattu

Class V: verb roots ending in retroflex consonants that change the fol-
lowing consonant of the ending

T3 adu to cook e, attu
3eloch) idu to place, put e, ittu
T udu to dress Yoy, uttu
o) kedu  to be spoilt Be3), kettu
BRE  kodu to give 3R,  kottu
3R®  todu  to dress 3,  tottu
e nedu to plant 83, nettu
DR padu  to experience BE, pattu
hech) bidu  to leave WEY, bittu
MW sudu  to burn AER, suttu
BRTT horadu to set out BRTED  horatu
UOEY  unpu  to eat Q00T umdu
TOED kanu  to see BOTD kamdu
3R%),  kollu  to take, obtain BROTW  komdu

Class VI: verbs ending in a guttural, to which the beginning consonant
of the ending is assimilated

gV nagu  to laugh T,

AT sigu to be found’ AT, sikku

nakku
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JRM>  hogu  to enter TRB,  hokku

Alternative abbreviated forms:

2003 ode to kick T, odeduy,
?,.;CSDQ oddu

30 kadi  to steal 3T, kadidu,
3T kaddu

BRD hode  to put on (dress) BRTTN, hodedu,
@.@Zﬁ% hoddu

A few common verbs have special alternative abbreviated forms of the
gerund when used in combination with the auxiliary verb kollu:

NG ele to pull DYER, elakollu
33 kare  to call 3VIRYY, karakollu
LY tili to understand ¢BRYY, tilakollu
TOOMY  malagu to lie down SwERWMalakollu
3n tege to take 3RRYY, tagolly,

33R,%, takkollu

Especially these forms of kare and tege are colloquially in very frequent
use (the full forms karedukomdu and tegedukomdu being more literary),
when used together with baru ‘to come’ or hogu ‘to go’. The combina-
tion karedukomdu baru / karakomdu baru (lit. ‘having-called-for-oneself
to come’) means ‘to bring’ when referring to persons, whereas the com-
bination tegedukomdu baru / tagomdu baru also means ‘to bring’, but
only when referring to non-human objects:

TR WHTY, nanu avarannu I'll bring them (along
ITBROT) W 3; es3 karakomdu barutténe with me)

TR & PAINGY, ndnu a pustakagalannu T'll bring those books
3P0 T3 e tagomdu baruttene

Similarly, the combinations with hogu mean ‘to take (away)’:
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TR T[T, nanu avarannu I'll take them
TOBLOTBYY 30IN  karakomdu manege  (persons) to my home
DRI e hogutténe

TR 8 RAINYTY, nanu d pustakagalannu Tl take those books

BRROT 3N tagomdu manege home
TREMI L hogutténe
Notes

! Again, this can be compared to English, where a verb such as ‘to learn’ has
two alternative past forms: learnt and learned.

2 The following division in classes of strong verbs has been adopted from
Spencer 1950.

3 In the neighbouring language Tamil, one finds these verbs have two alterna-
tive root forms: @ and po, besides aku and poku. Presumably a similar situation
existed in the earliest stages of Kannada.

4 This verb is considered indelicate or vulgar, rather like the English ‘to shit’,
and the learner should not normally use it; but it is useful in teaching, to
illustrate the importance of the distinction between the dental and retroflex
lateral consonants, cf. the contrast with the everyday verb helu ‘to say’.

S This verb is used somewhat ceremoniously. The verb ordinarily used for ‘to
give’ is kodu.

6 Used for non-humans and for humans whom the speaker does not particu-
larly respect. There are a few different, more delicate expressions that are the
equivalent of the English ‘to pass away’, ‘to be no more’ etc.

7 The root also occurs as sikku, with gerund sikki, as a regular u-class verb.





