Lesson 9

Numerals — generic particles — numeral classifiers

Classical Newari follows the decimal system; there are no different
forms for cardinals and ordinals, although in the paratext of manu-
scripts, ordinals are more often than not expressed through Sanskrit or
NIA loans. The numbers from one to ten are:

7lcha 22 ne 3\3 ) 64 pe QS na
\f6 khu Q7 nhas (8 cya K(|9 gu ol0 ji

NB — The following variants are recorded: for cha, chi occurs regularly after
the numerals sata “hundred” and dol “thousand” (see below); ne and pe also
occur with lowered vowel ni and pi.

The tens are formed from an apocopated form of the ones by means of
a formant {-ya}:"

20 niya 30 suya 40 piya 50 naya
60 Kkhuya 70 nhaya 80 caya 90 guya

Commonly encountered higher numerals are sata (variants sala, sa)
“hundred”, dol “thousand”, and lakha (var. laksa) “lakh”. The
numbers “100” and ““1,000” are usually followed by chi: sata-chi, sala-
chi “one hundred”; dol-chi “one thousand”. In all other instances, the
multiplier precedes: ne-sala “two hundred”, na sala “five hundred”.

Higher units precede the smaller ones, thus niya cha “twenty-one” etc.
In composition, ji takes a suffix {-ma}, thus jima-cha “eleven”, jima-
ne “twelve” etc. The numerals sata and dol take the sociative case
marker: sa-chi-wo niya na “one hundred and twenty-five”.

Numerals are generally suffixed with a numeral classifier (see below).

*) Not usually spelt <ye»>, and probably pronounced [y?] or [i]; in MN, this formant
survives as lengthening or umlaut of the preceding vowel.
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“Generic particles”. The basic function of these clitics is to mark a
NP for animate or inanimate gender — {-mhéa} (var. {~-mha}, especially
Bhp.) for the former, and {-guli} (varr. {-gu}, {-go}) for the latter.
They can be used as (1) numeral classifiers, (2) agreement markers, and
(3) nominalisers.

Numeral classifiers: Any numeral serving as an extension of a NP must
be marked with one of the generic particles, unless it is marked with a
numeral classifier (see below); the choice of the generic particle is
predicated on the gender of the head. Note that the numeral is usually,
though not always, placed after the head of the NP.

9.1) AT ATEF SR FHATT T &7 |

9.2) % TAER AR ... TR Se™ a |

Agreement markers: The generic particles can be tagged on to a left-
ward extension of any given NP (usually, a pronoun or adjective),
marking it for agreement with the head. In contrast to Modern Newari,
their use is completely optional, and actually quite rare. Added to a
pronoun, the generic particles seem to express emphasis.

NB — There is a growing tendency, observable since the late 17" century, to
add the inanimate generic particle to the genitive case forms of personal
pronouns, e.g. jeguli, jigu(li) “my”. This usage resulted in the subsequent
reanalysis of {-gu:} as genitive case marker in MN pronominal paradigms.

(9.3) FR I (Seatheral ST |

(9.4) AN GE TS [T SRied e Jare TsTeh S |

was on King Vikramaditya’s shoulder spoke to the king.”
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Nominalisers: Added to a verb form, the generic particles can serve as
nominalisers; again, this usage is completely optional, and seems to
indicate deictic emphasis (similar to Nepali -cahi in this function):

9.5 Tocawa foaws o9 99 dis B

Numeral classifiers. Like many South Asian languages, Classical
Newari employs a system of numeral classifiers that are regularly
tagged on to the numeral (the pronoun mewo “other” is also treated
like a numeral in this respect). If the numeral is the extension of a NP,
use of numeral classifiers is mandatory. In addition to the generic
particles introduced above, Classical Newari has a number of other
classifiers that apply exclusively to round objects {-gol} (frequent
orthographic variants), abstract concepts {-ta}, units of time {-nhu},
flat objects {-pa}, long objects and weapons {-pu} etc. If the numeral
is the head of a NP, its marking with either of the two agreement
markers is mandatory.

©.7) I Seft e B gee fEE o Tl |

(9.9) DA & FEEAH THAPATE S |

(Literally: “on the moment of one day”)

(9.10) BRET ¥ o a1 |
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9.11) TS Tas TaE foeaheld IF I &4 |

(9.12) 9T ATETA FETAT H&H e |

Exercise 9

Translate the following sentences.

)

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

F[CN GY AT TTATeh Teld |
thwoguli khis betalan rajayake lhala.

& g | e el w get e T w1 e fom fom mmen

he dwari, dinaprati subarna pala sala chiwo niya na — thwote jite
biye mala.

ol YEFTIET ST | A ST T A a1 |

thani Suklapaksaya dasami, thwoten nanhu khunhu ni wanake.

T | &9 AT A% HeS I g TS @ a7 gel a |

cha nhuya ksanas thwopani nemha ahala wone dhaka sala gayawo
bana duha wona.

TAARE B GETE TSAT Stod AT |

sarobaratiras chen khanamha rajaputrapani jeches theno.

T US| ST Hadl G § g @F B9 'Y J9E & g4 |

he rajan, je mewota samagri ma di. khadga chapii hatha nepawo
thwote dawo.





