Lesson 10

Perfective participle — stative participle — verb noun — relative parti-
ciple — agent noun — causal converbs in {-an/-an} — adversative
converb in {-ana}

As we have seen above (§§ 33-35), Classical Newari verb forms can
be classified by both morphological and syntactical criteria: only
certain forms can take case markers, and only certain forms can be the
head of a non-subordinated VP. When it comes to verb forms that can
be the head of a subordinated VP, a further twofold distinction can be
made depending on whether the VP is subordinated to another VP, or
to a NP in the role of an attribute.” While VPs subordinated to a VP are
headed by a converb, VPs serving as attributes to a NP can be headed
by (1) the perfective participle, (2) the stative participle, (3) the verb
noun (in its property as non-past participle), and (4) the relative
participle.

The perfective participle. Its formation has been discussed above,
§§ 39, 58:

I I 11 v v
khan-a yan-a biy-a pal-a dayak-a
“seen” “done” “given” “beheaded” “made”

Besides its role as a finite conjunct verb (§§ 39, 48), the perfective
participle can serve as the head of an attributive VP; it usually ex-
presses an action that was completed in the past (cf. the examples given
in § 23 above):

(10.1) U Sk AT ToIeashel Here & |

*) More often than not, these attributive VPs can only be translated into English as
relative clauses: “the Eve-bitten apple” = “the apple that was bitten by Eve”. The
German language may be more accomodating in this respect, but it is highly
debatable whether an expression such as “die dir von mir anvertrauten Bilva-
Friichte” is in any more desirable than “die Bilva-Friichte, die ich dir anvertraut
habe.”
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(102) AZAY AU & %A [Ged ATeT T A T 4R |

the southern direction, the king spoke.”
The stative participle. The formation of this participle has been dis-
cussed above, §§ 47, 58:

| II 11 v \%
won-a yak-a bi-wo mal-a dayak-u
“going”  “doing”  “giving”  “being necessary”  “being made”

Like the perfective participle, the stative participle can be the head of
an attributive VP, with the difference that it usually expresses not a
completed action, but rather a state with no discernable temporal
deixis:

(103) SEARIE s TN ey =IE dReTg A9 T & = |
nﬁm rﬁj ﬁ-¢ da:-s-é“c-;)-i'l-_a-: .......................................
“In the southern region, there was a king by the name of

The non-past participle (verb noun). As head of an attributive VP, it
expresses an action that will be or is to be performed. This usage is
comparatively rare.

I 1I 111 v \%
khan-e ya-ye lha-ye mal-e dayak-e
“is to be “is to be “is to be “is to be “is to be
seen” done” spoken” necessary” made”
(10.4) © 919 399 ...

khé-@ ca-ye bela-s ...
“when (he) was washing (his) face ...”

(105) POIFE 3@ g@ ®/E AE T g | (Jorgensen)
ji-pani-s duhkha sukha lha-ye thas-@ ma du.
“There is no place to speak of our sorrows and joys.”
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In addition to its functions that have so far been discussed, the verb
noun can form the head of a NP; of all the participial forms (in the
sense of our definition — see above, § 34), it is the only one that can
take case markers without automatically being grammaticalised as a
converb. Note that in the oblique cases, the verb noun of derivative
stems sometimes ends not in |-e|, but in |-a|:

(10.6) & AEAUATT g FoE 71 |
che-@ posalape-yatd chu jibani-@ mal-a?
“What salary is required (for your nourishing=) in order to keep
you fed?”

(10.7) T9 ST JF F TET Y=l S=areng A9 a4 |
danta-n chedalapd-ya artha-@ — thwo raja-ya mantri
dantaghata nam-@ da-wo.
“the meaning of biting (it) with (her) teeth is: that king has a
minister by the name of Dantaghata”.

The relative participle. This is formed by adding {-ké} (varr. {-ke},
{-Kku}) to the zero grade stem of classes I-I11, and to the first grade stem
of classes IV and V.

| II I v \%
se-ko ya-ko ha-ko mala-ko bhalapa-ko
“what is “what is “what is “what is “what is
learnt” done” brought” necessary”’ thought”

The relative participle has two functions: in attributive VPs, it can fill
the same slot as the stative participle, expressing a state or action
without overt temporal deixis. In contrast to the stative participle,
however, the relative participle implies a degree of definitiveness.
Apart from this, it can also be the head of a NP in the sense of a relative
noun: “that which is done” etc.

(10.8) TIIEAT Gehl T F I I T |

(10.9) 3T AT Db 1T I7F |
ana mala-ko che-ke inapa ya-ye.
“There, I will tell you what is needed.”
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The agent noun. While the relative participle refers to the patient of
an action, the agent noun refers to the agent, expressing the notion “one
who does”. It is formally identical with the stative participle. The
(animate) generic particle is regularly added as nominaliser.

(10.10) 12} STt S[aw afemmEs: geat qHeuE S TR Sy a |

the earth in the Southern region, he came to a town.”

(10.11) TG AT YIATRATT THH AR 23 T - |

therefore become (her) son.”

The formant {-go} (var. {-gu}) added to the second grade stem seems
to express a similar notion; the references given in DCN as well as the
examples found in NVP suggest that it is restricted to predicative use
with the first person: naye ma yelago “(I am one who does not want to
eat =) I don’t want to eat.”

Causal converbs. Classical Newari has two converbs that describe a
positive or negative (adversative) causal relationship between the
actions of the converb and main verb.

The converb in {-an}: This is formed by adding the ergative marker
{-n} to the stative or to the perfective participle. It describes an action
as causing or being instrumental to the action of the main verb
(“because ... does”, by doing”).

| II I v \%
kan-a-n yan-a-n (dha-wo-n) L mocak-u-n
(kay-a-n) yan-a-n dhay-a-n
“because “because “because “because
... says” ... does” ... speaks” . kills”

NB — Note the irregularity in yanan besides the more regular (attested) form
yakan.
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(10.12) 23 Aok H STa SAAAT FHIGH F4T |

The adversative converb (“althoug ... does”) is formed by adding the em-
phatic marker {-a} to the causal converb: juye (jul-) “to become” > juy-
a-n-a “although ... becomes”; dhaye (dhal-) “to speak” > dhay-a-n-a
“although .. says”; soye (sol-, sot-) “to look” > son-a-n-a “although ...
looks”.

(10.13) 3Tk ST TAM ST HUSEY A1 I qah 9 5 |

be found in my store.”

Exercise 10

1) 2% T8 ™ a9 ST IR & |
thathé rajan lhaya bacan nenawo $arikan dhala.
2) oI 99 ARl INRG ATS: AqTer TsTHeh o1 |
thwo belas mrtakaya Sariras cona betalan rajaske dhala.

3) TR e | HEE aRAT [ AR o TSl | T HeTqREy A | e @t
R 9 9@ 7 g |
aho ascarya! samasta biraya sina bira thwo raja! gathina
mahapurukha thwo! sikan kha lhayana trasa-§ankha ma du.
4) SF = ¥ B TS I @ © T |
jen lhaya kha chen nenawo atyanta sukha che jayalapiwo.
5) O @@ | foeatd foaw SF 9 dis @d |
bho sakha, bilbaphala biwomha jen soye bona hiwo.
6) o TUSH | TR (UM FR S |

bho rajan, che basas jepani nimha julago.
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