Lesson ||

Antecedent converbs in {-stunii} and {-sena li} — circumstantial con-
verb in {-kKa} — “to be”

In addition to the antecedent converb in {-awo} (see above, § 45),
Classical Newari has two further converbs that mark an action as pre-
ceding the action of the main verb.

Converb in {-(s)tunii}: This is formed by adding the marker
{-(s)tunii}, var. {-stuna} either to the zero grade stem or — more
frequently — to the verb noun.

I 1I I v v
(kha-stunil) ya-stuni dha-stuna
kha-ne-tunii dha-ya-tunii — —
kha-ne-stunii dha-ya-stunii
“immediately “immediately “immediately
after seeing” after doing” after speaking”

NB — In this formation, the verbal noun marker is invariably spelt <ya» after a
vowel; a spelling <ye» is not attested.

The action expressed by this converb immediately precedes the action
of the following verb (“immediately after ...”).

(11.1) &% GG o JqTe TS Aere e od q1ad Heeagean a9
Elckcal

shoulder and went to resume his place on top of the §imsapa-
tree.”

NB — The form nasastunii encountered in reading passage 9 seems to be
contraction of nasanestunii “immediately after dawn” (nasane “to dawn”).

Converb in {-an(@) li}: This relatively frequent converb is formed by
adding the postposition li “after, behind” either to the causal converb
in {-an} (see § 101 above), or to the zero grade stem of the verb + ERG
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marker {-sen}; to either formation may be added the emphatic marker

{-a}.

I II 111 v \%
wan-a-n(a) li yan-a-n(d)li dha-sen(d) li — —
“after going” “after doing”  “after speaking”

This converb emphasises the anteriority of the action somewhat: while
making no statement about the amount of time that has lapsed between
the action of the converb and that of the main verb, it implies that the
former action is completed before the latter sets in (“after doing”).

(112) A FAT ARHGRA AT T SR AT TR S[EAE ... T 9
YHATE - ||
thwo kanya-@ agnisamskara-@ yan-an li cha-mha brahmana-n
jatadhari-@ juy-awo ... nana desa-@ bhramalap-awo jul-a.
“After the girl’s obsequies had been performed, one of the
brahmans became an ascetic ... and roamed various countries.”

NB — An analogous formation (ERG marker {-n} + emphatic marker {-a} + li)
can be used with pronominal stems: thwona li “thereupon”.

The circumstantial converb. This relatively common converb charac-
terises an action as being circumstantial to the action of the main verb
(“in a way that ... does™). It is formed by adding {-a} to the zero grade

causative stem (see above, § 57), e.g. khanaka “in a way that ... sees”,
phuyaka “in a way that ... is able” (phaye “to be able”).

(113) T A Had | ©eh Sadiel S GH9 oo A1 |

“To be”. Classical Newari has three verbs that express the notion “to
be”, khaye (khat-), juye (jul-), and date (dat-). Their distribution is
roughly the same as in Modern Newari: khaye is used as copula verb
with nominal and adjectival predicates in identificatory or descriptive
sentences; juye is ingressive, i.e. it denotes coming into being or an
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alteration of state (“to arise”, “to become”); date indicates existence
and/or location (“there is/there once was ...”).

khaye (khat-) “to be”: The most frequently used form of this verb is
the irregularly formed stative participle khawo, which is frequently
contracted to khu (older variant kho); with NEG ma “not”, khu is
invariably used. The use of khaye is optional (see above, § 24). Special
note should be taken of makhu (var. makha) “isn’t” as an emphatic
particle tagged onto an affirmative sentence. Note also that the subject
of khaye may be left unexpressed.

(11.4) I B WIS G &b T &1 |
satya cha-@ bhojacaga-@ kha-wo dhaka raja-n dhal-a.
“‘Truly you are discerning about food’, the king said.”

(11.5) I%F ¥[& SI7 | G | FeH 90 | G | 201 &0 ST &6k 97 |
baiSya §tidra-@ jogya-@® ma khu, brahmana-@ samana-@ ma
khu. thwoten ksatri-@ jogya-@ dhaka dhal-a.

“‘The vaiSya and the §iidra are not suitable, (and) the brahman
is not equal (of varna); therefore, the ksatriya is suitable’, (he)
said.”

(11.6) ST I @F | G |
je-@ jiiani kha-wo makhu.
“I am learned (, innit).”

(117) GIEH G, S IH |
suyani ma khu, je thuka.
“(She) is no one else’s (but) surely mine.”

juye (jul-) “to become, arise’: Used predicatively, juye means “to
arise, come into being”; as copula verb, it can be used with both nouns
and adjectives in the sense “to become”, “to turn out”. The short form
ju is relatively rare, and seems to be restricted to object sentences. In
contrast to khaye, it cannot be left out.

NB — For the use of juye as auxiliary verb, see § 152 below.

110



112

70 A Course in Reading Classical Newari

(11.8) °F U 4% grmE TS Heg 1|
thwo pe-mha-sen-a thathé dhay-awo raja-ya sandeha-@ jul-a.
“When all four of them had thus spoken, [the king’s doubt
arose =| the king became doubtful.”

(11.9) TrIT AT YIAGRATT TR AR 2 T - |

tirtha-s asti khepalapu-mhéa-yata putrakarya-@ yaka-n
thwo-9 putra-@jul-a.

“As for the one who carried (her) bones around the sites of
pilgrimage, he has performed the office of a son and has there-
fore become (her) son.”

(11.10) T3 e A 5@ |
sajya-@ bhina-@ ma ju-wo.
“(The bedding did not turn out well=) The bedding wasn 't good.”

date (dat-) “to exist”: This verb can only be used predicatively, and
not as copula verb. Like khaye, it has a short form du (var. do) that is
regularly used with NEG ma “not”. Construed with the genitive case,
date expresses the notion “to have”. In this usage, it can be omitted
(see above, § 24).

NB — For the use of date + durative auxiliary cone see below, § 151.

(11.11) & AN &l T BY &4 |
thwo delasa-n ko sagu cha-pu-@ da-wo.
“There is a hair under that bedsheet.”

(11.12) 2 TG HETEHT ST AT ST &9 | 2537 3 g™t A |
thwo nagara-s mahadhani debaswami nam brahmana-@
da-wo. thwo-ya putra hariswami nam-0@.

“In this city, there was a very rich brahman by the name of
Devasvami. He had a son called Harisvami (or: his son’s name
was Harisvami).”

(11.13) 2 TSTHAT 3T Rl ATe TG 9 5 |
thwo raja-ya anek kala-@ wan-ana putradi-@ ma du.
“Although a lot of time had passed, this king had no children.”
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Placed after a finite verb, date can convey the notion “to be possible”:

(11.14) S 5@ SXE1 °F 59 914 &4 |
je-@ purukh-@ jula-sa thwo jasa-@ la-ye da-wo.
“If I were a man, I could attain that glory.”

Exercise | |

1) e aee ™ 81 3 [
dharmadattayake wanan li chan je ni.
2) SOt feneRyery gfde =i 7 g
jepani bidyadharapurasa thathina sundari ma du.
3)  BEhA TG [qEmE FerhadHd foaret I S @4 |
cheskala riipabanta bidyabanta mahakulasambhaba bibaha yaye
yogya khawo.
4)  If¥T FUFERE T HE T A g |
thathina andhakaras ratris mewo suni ma du.
5)  USYEA 91T | ST UeH TSRS 7 g 96k O1d Heee o1 | ® U 7
ST g &k R T = e |
rajaputran dhala — ‘amo pakwan bisasamyukta ma khu’ dhaka

dhayawo mantriputran dhala — ‘che pratita ma julasa sohuna’
dhaka khica nakawo khican nala.

6) A T R |
nastuni khica sita.

7) o T ST T WA Al A0 A S T a4 e @R )
thani prabhata justuna raja moyuwo no; thwoten awo je gana
wone dhaka khoya.

8) TSN St YOI § WA THiael Sl &9 AT JeFaT BT Sl {8 a1 |
rajaya ati bhrsa ju khayawo §1tala jala dawo thayas brksaya chaya
dale bisSrama yata.

Notes

4) mewo suna: “anyone else”; for indefinite pronouns see below, § 121.

5) ma julasa: conditional converb “if ... hasn’t become”; see below, § 115.

8)  The first four words are the object of khayawo: “when (he) saw that ...”
(cf. § 110); bisrama yata: the subject is not expressed; translate “they”.
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