Lesson 12

Conditional converbs in {-sa} and {-nawo} —the negative conditional
converb in {-sand} — conditional sentences — indefinite pronouns

Conditional converbs. In Classical Newari, conditional sentences (“if
..., (then) ...”) are constructed by means of converbs: the action of the
conditional clause is expressed through a conditional converb, and the
action of the consecutive clause by means of a finite verb. There are
several forms of the conditional converb (“if ... does”), the two most
common of which will be introduced here.

Converb in {-sa}: This is by far the most common of the conditional
converbs; it is formed by adding the conditional marker {-sa} to the
second grade stem of classes I-1I1, and to the third grade stem of class
V verbs.

I II I v v
wona-sa yata-sa bila-sa —_— mocakala-sa
“if ... goes” “if ... does” “if ... gives” “if ... kills”

NB — The Class III verb juye “to become” has a variant jusa (besides regular
julasa).

(12.1) SAFET @& %=1 A {1 29 gaq STa-= w7 qierd |

suicide in your presence.”

Converb in {-nawo}: This is formed by adding the SOC case marker
{-wo} to the extended stem of the verb. Compared with the converb in
{-sa}, the implication of a causal relationship between the two actions
is weaker: “when”, rather than “if ... does”.

I II 111 v A\
jona-nawo data-nawo wola-nawo — gacakala-nawo
“when ... “when ... “When ... “when ... caused to

seizes” exists” comes” rain”
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(12.2) 30 SEF 995719 AT @ weEE 99 Jremd o Sid |

B A Tt AR AA At I A A A

fanciful words and send him back.”

NB — Another frequent formation (which seems not to be attested in the
Vetalapaiicavimsati) involves the tatsama {-kale} “at the time of ~” added to
the zero grade stem. In some contexts, the coincident converb in {-nas} can
also have conditional force — see below, § 130.

Converb in {-sané}: A negative conditional converb (“even if ...
does”) is formed by adding the locative case marker {-s(a)} and the
indefinite marker {-nd} (var. {-na}) to the second grade stem of
classes I-1II, and to the third grade stem of class V verbs.

1 1I I v v
khana-san6 data-san6 jula-sand mala-sand mocakala-san6
“evenif ... “evenif ... “evenif ... “evenif..is  “evenif.. kills”
sees” exists” becomes” necessary”

NB — Irregular forms on record include hanasena besides hanasand “if ...

happens” and hawosana (besides regular halasand “even if ... brings”).

(12.3) I 99 U AR 29 &R/ | (DCN)

The conditional force of this converb is not particularly strong; more
often than not, it is used as a functional equivalent of the adversative
converb (see above, § 102):

(12.4) 231 SUER S AT F | I TG 23 A TR v Jo SeAlerkrd 7 g |

there is no man in all the three worlds capable of saving him.”

Note the following uses of the conditional converbs as conjunctions:
(1) chan dhalasa, varr. gath€é dhalasa, gathen dhalasa [“if (you) say
why/how?”=] “because”, (2) yethé julasand, var. yethé jusé hana-
sand “nevertheless”:
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(12.5) © AT | S5 | TSN 99 9 | B &GRAT | T Aaeh @iadar
0T AR |
he betala-@, nena-@. raja-@ tawo bira-Q. cha-n dhala-sa —
ganana sebaka-n swamiseba-s prana-@ tolatay-iwo.
“O vetala, listen! The king is the greater hero. Here'’s why:
Under any circumstance, a servant will give up his life in
service of his master.”

(12.6) TY SRHAL ST TIE B | SR @R | 2 541 7 fo |
yethé jula-sané je-® mhyac cha-mha-@; che-skala-@
so-mha-@; thwo-@ je-n gathé biy-e?
“Nevertheless, | (only) have one daughter; there are three of you;
how can I give her (to you in marriage?)”

Conditional sentences. The construction of these is relatively straight-
forward; characteristically, there is no morphological distinction be-
tween realis and irrealis, and only the narrative and/or communicative
context indicates whether the condition for the action of the main
clause has been met. Without such context, sentence (12.1) could also
be translated as “If you hadn’t given us this girl, we would have
committed suicide in your presence” — neither the form of the con-
ditional converb, nor the morphological marking on the main verb is
sufficient for a correct interpretation. Cf. the following examples:

(12.7) S99 AT 9 a1 D4 T e |
je-n bhasma-@ raksa-@ ma yata-sa cha-n gathé mwacak-e?
“If T hadn’t kept (her) ashes, how would you have revived (her)?”

(12.8) S I¥@ S[THT o4 519 A9 &4 |
je-@ purukh-@ jula-sa thwo jasa-@ la-ye da-wo.
“If I were a man, I could attain that glory.”

In (12.7), the speaker has retained the ashes of the dead girl, and hence
the addressee has been able to revive her with a magic spell (spoiler
alert for one of the reading passages!). Yet the morphological marking
on both verbs is identical with (12.1), where the father is still resisting
the entreaties of the suitors. By the same token, the only indication that
the condition in (12.8) is not met is the fact that the speaker is a girl.

Indefinite pronouns. These are formed on the basis of the inter-
rogative stems su- “who?”” and chu- “what?” with the indefinite marker
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{-na} (older variant {-n6}. The indefinite marker is preceded by any
case markers, e.g. su-na “anyone”, su-ya-na “anyone’s”. In negated
sentences, indefinite pronouns convey the notions ‘“nobody” and
“nothing”.

(12.9) S TST | GATH AR | BT |
je-@ raja-@, su-yake-na bhok ma phoy-a.
“I am a king, I haven’t (ever) bowed to anyone.”

(12.10) TG ... G | o GF ST I 6 ToERA 99 aM |
birabala-n-i ... chu-na ma len-aka khadga-@ jon-awo ca-n
nhi-n-a rajadvara-s con-a wan-a.

“Virabala ... [not waiting for anything =] immediately took up
his sword and went to stand at the king’s gate day and night.”

Exercise 12

1) =99 I S g9 Fedl =l |
chan satya yatasa je bacan chahati lhaye.

2) B WG Ed € | 9Y Ta9d 997 ga ¥ ok T w0 |
cheje jogya khawo khe; yethé khatasana babun dadan ma biyaka
gathé kaye?

3) & T o i T SRen o S S| A S w1 e A w|dy
AT U1 Ta% o A1 |
he pita, jetd swami biye julasa thathina jiianT asa nana jya sawo asa
siira — thwo sotas chata guna dawomha biye mala.

4) A Y Eay e g 1 TS 7 |
thwo janmasi stribadha yatasa lithu janmas gathé juyu?

5)  Uf¥E AR 6" #9 g A g |
thathina andhakaras ratris mewo suni ma du.

6) A A G, ST YH | I ST | ST TG YR w0 |
suyana ma Kkhu, je thuka. gathen dhalasa — je mantrabalan thuka
mwata.





