Lesson |3

Coincident converbs in {-le}, {-nas¢}, {-tole}, and {-nas} — redupli-
cating converb — terminal converb in {ma ... -tole(n)}

Coincident converbs. Classical Newari has several ways of describing
two actions as taking place simultaneously, only the more frequent of
which will be introduced here. None of the coincident converbs seem
to be attested for Class IV verbs.

Converb in {-le}: This is formed by adding {-le} (rarely: {-1€}) to the
zero grade stem of the verb (first grade stem in verbs of Class V); note
that Class III verbs lose stem-final -1. The ERG and SOC markers {-n}
and {-wo} may be added to this form without apparent change in
meaning, although this usage only seems to be attested for Class I

verbs.
I II 111 v \'%
mha-le ya-le so-le — yacaka-le
mha-le-n
mha-le-wo
“while “while “while “while causing
dreaming” doing” seeing” todo”

This converb usually describes an imperfective “background” action.

(13.1)

(13.2)

TREd! Yo | St U dierd e |

up her life (for him).”
°F JTE HEAAY AT [RIeR 35 9aed €eh gl FEHAT ohetd
T el geTa =ag werde |

Vilasavatt and thought to himself.”
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Converb in {-nasé}: This is formed by adding the ergative case marker
{- s&} (var. {-se}) or {-n} to the extended stem. Note that {-n} seems
not to be attested for verbs of Classes I and V, while Class II verbs
appear to prefer {-n}.

1 II 111 v A\
tana-na-sé —_— wola-na-sé socakala-na-sé
— yata-na-n wola-na-n —
“as ... was P e P ’ “as ... was made
i as ... did as ... came ’
about to to search

NB — The verb soye (sol-, sot-) has an interesting variant sokanasé “if ...
sees” (alongside the regular forms solanasé and solanas€) that seems to be
based on the zero grade stem.

There is an ingressive element to this converb insofar as it usually
implies that the second action sets in or occurs at the moment that the
first action is completed, or while it is ongoing (‘“‘at the moment, that
- N )

(13.3) FAe S AT Jash A1 8T |

upward.”

(13.4) TN &9 3 (SRS TR AR i TST9 GUS WU I |

hand and shattered to pieces.”

(13.5) TSI A9 =erd 9971 91 |

Converb in {-tole}: This is formed by adding {-tole} (varr. {-tola},
{-tote}) to the zero grade stem, optionally followed by the ERG marker
{-n}. In the text of NVP it is of rather rare occurrence, and seems not
to be attested for Class V verbs.
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I II I v \%
wo-tole(-n) da-tole-n dha-tole
dwa-tola Iha-tola-n _ —
dwa-tota
“as long as ... “as long as ... “as long as ...
goes” exists” speaks”

This converb describes an action as coextensive with the action of the
main verb (“as long as ...”).

(13.6) TRYOT gETa AT 9 39 TA1@ | HARHIG AreTd Fare
A HAE0 SIS B a1 Y 3l 37 o 1 &7 |
puskarini won-awo sima ko-s anna- tay-awo snan
nitykarmadi-@ yan-awo wo-tolen sacana-n kalasarpa-@
jona ha-le wo-ya mhuthu-n wo anna-s visa-@ ko tan-a.
“He went to the pond and put the food down at the foot of a
tree. While he [went =] was away to perform the bathing and
other rituals, a falcon seized a cobra, and from its mouth some
poison fell down into that food.”

Converb in {-nds}: This is formed by adding the LOC marker {-s} to
the perfective participle or to the extended stem of the verb; it is
relatively rare, and seems not to be attested for Class V verbs.

| 1 I 1\ v
nei-a-s yan-a-s (biy-a-s) — —
_ (yata-na-s) bila-na-s
“if ... asks” “if ... does” Y- gives”

The examples given by Jergensen seem to suggest an implied causal
relationship between the action of the converb and the action of the
main verb (see above, § 116):

(13.7) Fohel QA fUve 99 A g | (Jorgensen)

pinda.”
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(13.8) g9 JISTH A NET R I | (Jorgensen)

Reduplicating converb: This is formed by reduplicating the zero grade
stem and adding the ergative/ instrumental marker {-n}, varr. {- s€},
{-N}. Again, it seems not to be attested for Class V verbs.

I II 11 v \%
ne-ne-N Iwa-lwa-~ $0-S0-N — —
“while listening”  “while quarrelling”  “while seeing”

There are frequent variants to this formation, too numerous to examine
here in detail. The reduplicating converb generally characterises an
action as ongoing, repetetitive — often with an implied causal relation-
ship to the following action.

(13.9) & @ T R ARIA AW | (DCN)

five great sins will be on your head.”

Terminal converbs. With the NEG ma, the converb in {-tole} des-
cribes an action as taking place upon completion of the action
expressed by the main verb (“until”).

(13.11) 30 oTET 1 ade Sededess 919 99 | (Jorgensen)

An action can be characterised as taking place before the action of the
main verb with the formant {ma ...-bala} and the zero stem of the verb:

(13.12) 24 TSI G IS A I @ 914 909 @ o 9% S0 g
Tt foeawa SIS @Tfwreie AT HTdTeie o g |
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lakha-@ bila won-a jana-ya hasta-s bicitra bilbaphala
cha-gol-@ ksantisila nam kapalika-n bi-sé hal-a.

before sunrise, a kapalika ascetic by the nameostﬁntlsﬂa
gave him a marvellous bilva fruit by the hand of the servant
who handed the king the water.”

Exercise |3

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

°F T g I | A A |

thwo dako siirya udaya ma jubala mala.

o JA9 & JIH NEAUTd @ HIeAd st &= Tar @ |

thwo belas ksudha-trsan pidalapawo likh malawo julanasé bicitra
sarobara khana.

et B1aE R foeathord 99 @ o1 &4 |

solanasé chagol chagol bilbaphalas pafica ratna dhala dawo.

3 ST TR o @ev 7 e witnre FEme ae | ge @ |
nhathu janmas brahman jule diiradesan ma bhina pratigraha
kayawo wole las khun syata.

TN T FE SEHE aHdE ga7d o areTa deet PR =g
<l

mantrin tatksanania mhyac Smasanas bonakawo hayawo bicara
yanawo solanasé trisiila-cihna dawo.

o TN BT faq Wl Hiead T a3 =il TIERY detaet A9 TG
TS |iea 9 |

thwo raja chanhuya dinas mantri sahitan sabha dayaka cole
rajadwaras birabala nam rajaputra rajaputri sahitan thena.

Notes

2)

4)
6)

malawo julanasé: for the use of juye as auxiliary verb, see below,

§ 152.

1a =1a.

dayaka cole: dayake + cone; for the use of cone as auxiliary verb, see
below, § 151.








