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children. However, the latter rationalize their choices by foregrounding concerns for better 

health and geriatric care in professional nursing centers compared to their own homes. Chen 

demonstrates that adult children go to great lengths to select the right nursing home, also 

considering their parents’ preferences. Somewhat paradoxically, although the parents’ role in 

institutionalization decisions was mostly marginal, after an admittedly sometimes-difficult 

period of adjustment many of them reported positive effects of their relocation. These in-

cluded better physical and mental health statuses as well as feelings of belonging regarding 

the nursing home community and even empowerment. Ironically, they regained some control 

over their own lives through being institutionalized, whereas previous periods of co-residency 

with children were often mired in tensions and family conflicts. 

Based on their experiences as caregivers the adult children in this study, all from China’s baby 

boom generation that was only allowed to have one child, foresee that their own single chil-

dren will be unable to shoulder caring for themselves in old age. They have come to accept 

the harsh reality that they might be the last Chinese generation to practice filial piety in the 

sense of providing family-based care. Their hope is that the supply of decent (i. e. govern-

ment-run) nursing homes will improve until their time comes. Since O’Neill’s respondents 

from Singapore and Hong Kong also indicate they were unwilling to pass on to the next gen-

eration the same values of filialness they themselves found bound to follow, this intergenera-

tional value shift cannot be explained by the one-child policy alone. Instead it represents an 

adaptation to a complex cultural transition. Taken together these three books present fascinat-

ing insights into this ongoing process of social change. 

Björn Alpermann 

Hartmut Walravens (ed.): Herbert Muellers Forschungsreise nach China 1912–
1913. Aus den Akten und Korrespondenzen neu bearbeitet und durch 
historische Fotos ergänzt 
Wiesbaden: Harrasowitz, 2017. 219 S., 54 EUR 

Recent research on German sinology in the 20th century (see Hartmut Walravens 2010, 2016; 

Mechthild Leutner 2013, 2014, 2016) has revealed and highlighted many hitherto unsung he-

roes of the craft. Even among these, the name Herbert Mueller (1885–1966), the subject-cum-

protagonist of Hartmut Walravens’ new edited volume, does not necessarily ring a bell. 

Mueller’s many contributions to research on Chinese culture, his groundbreaking work as a 

curator for the East Asian collection of the Berlin Königliches Museum für Völkerkunde, and 

even his early exposé (1914) outlining the necessity and benefits of a German research insti-

tute in Beijing (an exposé, which was, among others, signed by Richard Wilhelm) are not part 

of German common sinological knowledge today. The often striking sinophilia, or even sini-

fication of  Mi Laoye, as he was called by the Chinese and his German and European friends 

alike, was evident in his broad activities and his interests in Chinese art and culture, his private 

life choices, and in much of his fiction (see “Der Päan auf Peking”, this edition). His eventual 

descent into (sinological) oblivion is mostly due to the tragic circumstances surrounding his 

life and career, which were upset and eroded by two world wars, a five-year groundless in-

ternment in the Landsberg penitentiary, and the loss of his Chinese family and private collec-

tion of books and art. Yet perhaps it was also his criticism of the state of German sinology in 

1911 and 1919 respectively (Walravens 2017: 167), and his active, and disillusioned, retreat 

from this field, that contributed to this oblivion. 
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In his new and extended bio-bibliographical portrait Hartmut Walravens sorts through the 

remnants of Mueller’s intellectual life to craft a collage of publications, photos, press clip-

pings, and correspondence, which in turn help to better understand the personal and profes-

sional dimensions of the life and career of a sinologist often frustrated by the political 

turbulences of the early 20th century. Walravens regards this new edition as a vital comple-

ment to his first bio-bibliographical sketch, “Herbert Mueller (1885–1966), Sinologe, 

Kunsthändler, Jurist und Journalist. Eine biobibliographische Skizze.” (Berlin: Bell 1992). 

Material such as photographs of Mueller’s work in China are now included, while the bibli-

ographies and descriptions of book collections in German archives, which were part of the 

first bio-bibliographical edition, have been omitted. The (new) archival materials, which par-

tially focus on the years 1912–13, are loosely summarized under twelve separate chapter head-

ings. These include a short preface; biographical notes from different sources, including a list 

of sources on Mueller; Mueller’s comprehensive reports on his research trips to China for the 

Museum für Völkerkunde; an overview of Mueller’s Chinese audio recordings; a chapter on 

the kidnapping of Mueller; a chapter on the state of German sinology; two chapters summa-

rizing Mueller’s newspaper articles, and four chapters of correspondence (Berthold Laufer, 

Landsberg, Wilhelm Bode, also der Fall Stein). The edition closes with an index of names. 

Laudable though this edition may be, it lacks overall coherence and does not offer the reader 

a common thread through the heterogeneous assortment of texts. This is true both for the 

choice and organization of the materials, and for the overall lack of a guiding, structured com-

mentary within the respective chapters. The collage-like character of the book makes it hard 

to understand the various texts in their context and adds to a sense of disorientation regarding 

the origin and background of the materials presented. Even Walraven’s preface unfortunately 

does not move beyond a few general remarks on Mueller’s life and oeuvre within the defined 

time frame. (The editor in fact never explains his rationale for the somewhat misleading title 

as the materials included cover a much longer period of time than the years 1912–13.) The 

general overview provided in the preface also fails to include cross-references to specific 

chapters or sections within chapters. One such example is the afore-mentioned exposé for the 

Beijing research institute from 1914. The preface, which first mentions Mueller’s exposé, 

includes no reference to the correspondence between Mueller and Wilhelm Bode reprinted in 

chapter “Fünf Briefe an Wilhelm Bode”. Moreover, Mueller’s recordings in China are listed 

on two pages without any description or explanations as to their context, date and place of 

origin. On a more positive note, Walravens’ at times irritating mode of presentation allows 

readers to draw their own conclusions from Mueller’s work and life. 

Despite these drawbacks, Walravens’ volume of hitherto unpublished material not only com-

plements an at best fragmented biographical sketch of one of Germany’s early sinologists of 

the 20th century, but it also helps to posthumously establish Herbert Mueller as a key figure 

in the early history of the East Asian collection of the Berlin Museum für Völkerkunde. As 

such, it rehabilitates Herbert Mueller as a pioneering sinologist, who never received as much 

as an obituary from one of his colleagues. 

Generally speaking, this edition can be regarded as part of a larger body of work by Helmut 

Walravens, which seeks to do justice to the oeuvre of early German sinologists. The German 

and international sources compiled in this and his earlier publications are an indispensable 

tool for understanding 20th century German sinology, early German research on China, and 

early German-Chinese relations. 

Olivia Kraef-Leicht 
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