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Das letzte Panel der ASC-Tagung beschäftigte sich mit „Digital Governance“. Thomas 
Heberer und Anna Shpakovskaya steuerten ein Paper zu verbindender Repräsentation von 
Unternehmern im Cyberspace bei. Sie argumentierten, dass im Cyberspace alternative 
Formen politischer Repräsentation entstünden, und präsentierten das Konzept der connective 
representation, das die Interessenvertretung durch Vernetzung im Internet ermöglicht. Die 
beiden letzten Papers beschäftigten sich mit dem Sozialkreditsystem in der VR China. Adam 
Knight präsentierte die Ergebnisse umfangreicher Feldforschung zum Sozialkreditsystem in 
Rongcheng und porträtierte selbiges als System zur Verbesserung der Umsetzung von 
Gerichtsentscheidungen und zur Verbreitung moralischen Verhaltens. Im letzten Paper der 
Tagung untersuchten Genia Kostka und Lukas Antoine die Auswirkungen des Sozialkredit-
systems auf die Anpassung von eigenem Verhalten durch chinesische Bürger. Ihre auf 
Umfragen basierenden Ergebnisse führten zu dem Schluss, dass eine große Zahl chinesi-
scher Bürger nach eigenen Angaben ihr Verhalten in der Vergangenheit aufgrund erwarteter 
Effekte durch das Sozialkreditsystem angepasst haben. Außerdem argumentierten sie auf 
Basis ihrer Umfrageergebnisse, dass die Verwendung positiver Anreize eher Verhaltensän-
derungen hervorruft als angedrohte Strafen und dass das Sozialkreditsystem sein Funktionie-
ren bislang eher dem Element von Zuckerbrot denn von Peitsche verdanke. 
Insgesamt zeichnete sich die ASC-Tagung durch eine Vielzahl innovativer und spannender 
Beiträge in unterschiedlichen Stadien aus, die die Teilnehmer/innen mit großem Engage-
ment diskutierten und die einen gelungenen Querschnitt der sozialwissenschaftlichen China-
forschung in Deutschland darstellten. 

Carolin Kautz 

Social Science Research and Society in Japan and Germany: Impact, 
Institutions and Perspectives 
JDZB Berlin, November 23–25, 2018 
The 2018 annual conference of the German Association for Social Science Research on 
Japan (VSJF) at the Japanese-German Center Berlin (JDZB) marked the 30th anniversary of 
the association. The conference addressed the role of researchers in society, science com-
munication, and new possibilities for generating knowledge on Japan. In their welcome 
address, the organizers Verena Blechinger-Talcott and Cornelia Reiher (both FU Berlin) 
stressed that against the backdrop of increasing skepticism towards science and science 
communication, evaluating the role of social sciences in general and social science research 
on Japan in particular has taken on increased urgency. 
Accordingly, the opening roundtable discussion with Kenneth Mori McElwain (University 
of Tokyo), Joanna Pfaff-Czarneczka (Bielefeld University), Marie Söderberg (Stockholm 
School of Economics), and Iris Wieczorek (GIGA / IRIS Science Management Inc. Tokyo) 
focused on the challenges and opportunities of social sciences in Japan and Germany and the 
relationship between social sciences and society. The panelists highlighted the importance of 
communicating research findings to a wider audience by learning “their grammar”, of 
resisting the temptation to oversimplify complicated content, and of creating occasions 
where scholars meet with other actors. The second panel discussion was devoted to the 
celebration of the 30th anniversary of the VSJF and brought together VSJF founders, current 
and former VSJF presidents, and young scholars. Gesine Foljanty-Jost (MLU Halle-
Wittenberg) and Ulrich Teichler (University of Kassel) reflected on the history of Japanese 
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Studies in Germany and the foundation of the VSJF. In the following roundtable discussion, 
they discussed the future of social science research on Japan in Germany in the globalizing 
world of academia with Klaus Vollmer (LMU München), David Chiavacci (University of 
Zürich), Cosima Wagner (FU Berlin), and Ludgera Lewerich (HHU Düsseldorf). The 
panelists concluded by stressing the need for methodological training, to promote awareness 
of the importance of Japan-related topics, and to enhance interdisciplinary research and 
collaboration. 
The second day kicked off with a panel on impact and sustainability of social science 
research on Japan in Germany in a changing world. It addressed challenges and opportuni-
ties for social science scholars studying specific regions. Karen Shire (University of Duis-
burg-Essen) made a passionate case for area studies bringing more nuanced insights about 
non-western societies into the social sciences. Posing a question on what research on civil 
society in Japan is good for, Gesine Foljanty-Jost argued that social science research on 
Japan must address topics that are relevant to the social sciences as well as to society as a 
whole. Drawing on personal experiences with comparative research on concepts of good 
work and management practices in Japan, the US and Europe, Ulrich Jürgens (WZB) em-
phasized the role of area specialists as useful bridge-builders between the social sciences 
and scholars in respective area studies, as they possess a more detailed understanding of 
country-specific processes in a given society. The subsequent panel on “Societal Challenges 
and Scholarship: Expert and Lay Relations” critically reflected on the status of scholars as 
experts and knowledge production in general. Based on her research on Citizen Science and 
Food in Japan, Cornelia Reiher argued that “citizen scientists” can bridge the distance 
between experts and society and urged social scientists to critically reflect on hierarchies in 
knowledge production. In a similar vein, Ken Victor Leonard Hijino (Kyōto University) 
gave an interesting example of possible frictions between different levels of knowledge 
production in his discussion about dynamics of contestations of two recent “top-down” 
reform proposals towards local democracy by political scientists. Lastly, Cosima Wagner 
highlighted the often-overlooked discrepancy between engineers’ supposed acceptance of 
care robots and lay people’s actual feelings towards them in Japan and stressed problems 
arising due to the “gendered” nature of lay and expert knowledge with regard to robots. This 
is important as care workers are mostly female and engineers mostly male. The three pre-
senters emphasized the importance of creating spaces where experts and lay people could 
exchange data and best practice examples of data collection for the sake of transparency. In 
the afternoon of the second day, seven of the eight VSJF section groups held their meetings 
that provided junior and senior scholars alike with the chance to discuss ongoing research 
projects. Lively discussions were held and new ideas exchanged. 
On Sunday, the conference concluded with a panel on “Scholar’s Changing Roles in Japan: 
Expert Knowledge and Society”, featuring two scholars whose work presents alternative 
views to powerful societal discourses. The presentation by Ki’ichi Fujiwara (University of 
Tokyo) on contending discourses on the Second World War, stressed that the discussion on 
war memories in Japan is essentially influenced by the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and 
the suffering of the Japanese civilians while neglecting alternative discourses, which are 
more inclusive regarding victims of Japan’s aggression. On the question of whether Japan’s 
postwar society has become more open or closed in terms of social mobility, Hiroshi Ishida 
(University of Tokyo) argued, that unlike some descriptions of rising inequality present in 
the media, there is no clear tendency towards increased social rigidity in recent years. 
Reflecting on their roles as scholars, both stressed the importance of contributing academic 
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knowledge to public debates in Japan. Concluding an exciting three days, Verena Bleching-
er-Talcott stressed the “power of nuance and the power of data”. Building on this, she called 
on scholars not to let themselves be labeled or utilized as part of dominant societal discours-
es, but encouraged scholars to contribute their data as a way to create more objective dis-
course. Cornelia Reiher urged scholars to seek contact with practitioners, lay publics and 
other disciplines to overcome the boundaries of hierarchized forms of knowledge. With that, 
the 30th anniversary of the German Association for Social Science Research on Japan 
concluded and gave its participants a lot to discuss in future conferences. 

Andreas Eder-Ramsauer, Julia Gerster, Jan Niggemeier 
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