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Im Gegensatz zu ausländischen Maoisten, die einst nach China pilgerten, fühlt sich von 
Senger noch immer tief im europäischen Kulturraum und Wertekanon verwurzelt und wirbt 
für deren Wertschätzung. Allerdings solle sich die europäische „Belehrungsgesellschaft“ zu 
einer „Lerngesellschaft“ verwandeln. In China-Analysen sollten Wunschvorstellungen 
besser dem Studium amtlicher Willensbekundungen weichen. In diesem Zusammenhang 
solle man weniger die Person als Aussagen und Taten chinesischer Politiker zur Kenntnis 
nehmen. Dies gelte insbesondere für Xi Jinping, der offensichtlich nicht wie Mao ein disrup-
tiver Politiker sei, denn er halte sich an die vorhandenen Doktrinen, führe fort und konkreti-
siere vorhandene Abläufe durch neue Ideen und Maßnahmen. Um China dauerhaft etwas 
entgegenzusetzen, solle Europa zunächst die eigene Geschichtsvergessenheit einer Sauer-
stoffkur unterziehen, eigene Strategeme entwickeln sowie sich in die Lage versetzen, ent-
sprechend der biblischen Spruchweisheit sanft wie die Taube und klug wie die Schlange zu 
sein (S. 363 ff.). 
Von Sengers streitbares und unterhaltsam geschriebenes Werk sollte jedoch nicht dazu 
führen, dass zwingend der Sinomarxismus, die Supraplanung bzw. die Strategemfähigkeit 
der Chinesen über- bzw. die Planungsfähigkeit des Westens (S. 335) unterschätzt werden, 
denn von Sengers Schwachstellenanalyse beweist, dass nur ein Bruchteil der Kader den 
Sinomarxismus kennt (S. 255 f.). Zudem sollte ein Negativbeispiel von Supraplanung 
bedacht werden: Maos Großer Sprung nach vorn, der China von einem Entwicklungsland an 
die Weltspitze führen sollte, endete angesichts „unsinniger Zielvorgaben“ (S. 21) in Hun-
gersnöten. Möchte man angesichts der Präsenz Chinas in der Welt analog zu Roman Her-
zogs berühmtem Zitat durch Europa einen Ruck gehen lassen, so ist diese Lektüre 
empfehlenswert. 

Thomas Weyrauch 

Sabrina Weithmann: The Evolvement of Standards in China. Insights from the 
Electric Vehicle Sector 
Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2018. 383 pp., 79 EUR 
This ambitious study of coexisting standards in an international economic branch introduces 
pragmatic communication between German and Chinese businesses and regulators. The 
author Sabrina Weithmann gives detailed insights from the specific case of electricity-driven 
cars, motorcycles and practical details of the charging technology. Regulation targets the 
various parts of this technology, including battery chargers and plugs just as the electric 
current. Industrial labelling should meet criteria across vast regions and different economic 
branches within China. The author has designed images and charts to illustrate how labels 
aim to reach not only international or bilateral, but also national consensus (see chapters 6.4 
and parts of 6.5). We learn about the nitty-gritty of socket outlet, vehicle inlet, and the cable 
connecting plug and vehicle. Four different standards cover just these parts of the same 
apparatus and address various safety issues. 
Together, German and Chinese producers of electric vehicles have been going through a 
series of different stages in an interactive process of implementing and designing regulatory 
industrial standards. Weithmann happens to know this case as an insider from her own work 
in this branch for a period of a few years. This period covers especially the pivotal year 
2015, which, as the author shows, has seen a fundamental reform of standardization — at 
least within her special case study of a sub-section of the car and motorcycle industry. This 
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case study aims to address the general question of how businesspersons in a developed 
country and in a developing country interact to reach agreements about industrial technology 
today and in the recent past. Weithmann discusses bilateral cooperation between Germany 
and China going back to 1979 (pp. 269 ff.). 
The author gives factual overviews instead of identities or words of her informants. Her 
ethnographic voice allows her to recall her informal chats with stakeholders and personal 
memories of collecting her interview data. Somewhat rough impressions indicate how the 
actors in the car industry had complained about the Chinese resistance or deficiency in 
complying with existing international standards. During a series of conferences especially 
during 2014/2015, Weithmann had overheard this harsh critique by German stakeholders of 
China’s non-compliant domestic standards. Responding to such frustration or German 
misunderstandings of the Chinese situation, Weithmann jumps to China’s defense. She 
concludes her book with the somewhat defensive sentence, “Deviating standards […] should 
be seen as a common right of development.” The Chinese stakeholders had no choice but to 
accept the fact that “the phase of setting deviating standards in China is inevitable when 
aiming for progress in light of becoming an international standard-setter” (p. 357). 
Contrary to her methodological claims, Weithmann does not pursue any answers to the 
question “why” China, as a whole she writes, was turning into such a global player setting 
industrial standards. She reconstructs, however, the “how” of a struggle in China to come to 
grips with standards across branches and sectors. Consequently, attempts at compliance with 
existing German and international standards had come to a halt. Finally, China’s internal 
efforts at standardisation had in a final third phase led to the coexistence of Chinese and 
German standards. Main thesis of the study are these three phases. While the electric vehicle 
industry had in a first phase attempted to “adopt international standards” from a “rigid 
system” of standards, Chinese stakeholders had in a second phase gained “skills and techno-
logical expertise” to “set deviating standards”. In a final third phase, the Chinese side had 
begun to “set international standards”, resulting in a situation or a “system”, as the author 
has it, that was “adaptive”. 
To tackle the different speeds and realms of standards, the author focuses on the specific 
branch of electric vehicles only. While the first half of her book gives a rather broad intro-
duction of multi-disciplinary theory about complexity and standardisation in general, the 
second half guides us into further demarcations and different regimes of standardization in 
this specific branch to picture the Chinese section of an international industry for battery-
driven vehicles. This meticulous picture of the regulative environment in China itself is part 
of the answer to the main question raised by this study, i.e. how China came to hold stand-
ards different from the German ones. Instead of encountering ethnically German and Chi-
nese business cultures, we find ourselves in the transcultural realm of electricity, technology 
and profit. Weithmann questions the idea that findings about rational choice — employed to 
great effect elsewhere in game theory — were applicable to her case and spells out her 
strong rejection of those approaches. She even claims to be the first person ever to have used 
complexity theory together with theories employed in investigations of standardisation. 
German businesspersons had misunderstood that a Chinese entity acted upon them, that is, 
independent from the temporal factor of development in the subsequent stages that 
Weithmann describes. 
This study does not interpret mere perceptions or expectations of collaboration and leaves 
comparative angles to future studies. It is fact-finding: ambitious enough since neither a 
single stakeholder nor a “power” governs this branch in China. In today’s world with no 
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simple cut between colonisers and colonized, readers engaging with China economically, or 
aiming to comment on the larger issue of standardisation, will find that they need to seek the 
advice by insiders such as the author Sabrina Weithmann, who markets her insights into 
Sino–German standardisation with her own company as a consultant. 

Lena Springer 

Aki Aneha: Nōkajosei no sengoshi: nihon nōgyōshinbun “onna no kaidan” no 
gojyūnen (The History of Rural Women in Postwar Japan)（農家女性の戦後

史：日本農業新聞「女の階段」の五十年） 
Tokyo: Kobushi shobō, 2018. 295 pp., 2,376 JPY, ISBN 9784875593416 
In scholarly discussion of postwar Japan, agriculture has received little attention. In particu-
lar, the voice of female farmers, who constituted the actual main labor force of Japanese 
agriculture following the exodus of the young male rural population during industrialization, 
has hitherto not been heard. This newly published volume in 2018, Nōka josei no sengoshi 
(‘The History of Rural Women in Postwar Japan’), written by a Japanese economist Aki 
Aneha, sheds light on this marginalized pair of issues in Japan’s postwar history — “agricul-
ture” and “rural women”. First of all, the author depicts the process of the collapse of the 
Japanese agriculture through an industrialization-centered national economy policy as well 
as from the global threat of liberalization of the agricultural industry and market. Second, 
this book enables readers to hear the voice of rural women by analyzing the column “wom-
en’s doorstep (josei no kaidan)” of the Japan Agricultural News, the representative daily 
newspaper for the rural population in Japan. This column has played a significant role as a 
major forum to articulate and broadcast rural women’s opinions on the agricultural policy 
and rural life since 1967. Therefore, this book is an analysis of 50 years of history with 
regard not only to the country’s agriculture policy, but also to the lived experiences and 
history of rural women in postwar Japan. 
This book consists of six chapters. In Chapter 1, the author describes how the sociopolitical 
position of the first generation of rural women after the war did not dramatically improve, 
despite institutional reform by the Supreme Command for the Allied Powers (1945–1951). 
Chapters 2 and 3 raise critical questions concerning the real meaning of material abundance 
for rural society, which Japanese society had achieved through the unprecedentedly rapid 
economic growth from the 1950s to the 1970s. Chapters 4 and 5 also illustrate the process of 
how the Japanese agriculture opened the market along with the global threat posed against it 
by liberalization. Moreover, the author demonstrates that liberalization of the agriculture 
market in Japan is not only the natural consequence of globalization and the threat of an 
increasingly interconnected economy, but also reflects governmental endeavors to legitimate 
the liberalization of the agriculture industry by persuading urban customers in the name of a 
“fair price”. Finally, in Chapter 6, the author discusses the meaning of the Japanese Welfare 
System, which was heavily dependent on care by family members — in particular, women. 
For the further development of ideas within the book, I would like to suggest the following 
points. First, the history of agriculture and rural women in postwar Japan is an archetypical 
example of the trajectory of the collapse of agricultural society in East Asia. Therefore, a 
discussion of the broader sociopolitical framework within the region would have provided a 
better understanding and offered a bigger picture of the state and future of agriculture and 
rural women in Asia. Second, the book, in contrast to the original intentions of its author, 
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