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simple cut between colonisers and colonized, readers engaging with China economically, or 
aiming to comment on the larger issue of standardisation, will find that they need to seek the 
advice by insiders such as the author Sabrina Weithmann, who markets her insights into 
Sino–German standardisation with her own company as a consultant. 

Lena Springer 

Aki Aneha: Nōkajosei no sengoshi: nihon nōgyōshinbun “onna no kaidan” no 
gojyūnen (The History of Rural Women in Postwar Japan)（農家女性の戦後

史：日本農業新聞「女の階段」の五十年） 
Tokyo: Kobushi shobō, 2018. 295 pp., 2,376 JPY, ISBN 9784875593416 
In scholarly discussion of postwar Japan, agriculture has received little attention. In particu-
lar, the voice of female farmers, who constituted the actual main labor force of Japanese 
agriculture following the exodus of the young male rural population during industrialization, 
has hitherto not been heard. This newly published volume in 2018, Nōka josei no sengoshi 
(‘The History of Rural Women in Postwar Japan’), written by a Japanese economist Aki 
Aneha, sheds light on this marginalized pair of issues in Japan’s postwar history — “agricul-
ture” and “rural women”. First of all, the author depicts the process of the collapse of the 
Japanese agriculture through an industrialization-centered national economy policy as well 
as from the global threat of liberalization of the agricultural industry and market. Second, 
this book enables readers to hear the voice of rural women by analyzing the column “wom-
en’s doorstep (josei no kaidan)” of the Japan Agricultural News, the representative daily 
newspaper for the rural population in Japan. This column has played a significant role as a 
major forum to articulate and broadcast rural women’s opinions on the agricultural policy 
and rural life since 1967. Therefore, this book is an analysis of 50 years of history with 
regard not only to the country’s agriculture policy, but also to the lived experiences and 
history of rural women in postwar Japan. 
This book consists of six chapters. In Chapter 1, the author describes how the sociopolitical 
position of the first generation of rural women after the war did not dramatically improve, 
despite institutional reform by the Supreme Command for the Allied Powers (1945–1951). 
Chapters 2 and 3 raise critical questions concerning the real meaning of material abundance 
for rural society, which Japanese society had achieved through the unprecedentedly rapid 
economic growth from the 1950s to the 1970s. Chapters 4 and 5 also illustrate the process of 
how the Japanese agriculture opened the market along with the global threat posed against it 
by liberalization. Moreover, the author demonstrates that liberalization of the agriculture 
market in Japan is not only the natural consequence of globalization and the threat of an 
increasingly interconnected economy, but also reflects governmental endeavors to legitimate 
the liberalization of the agriculture industry by persuading urban customers in the name of a 
“fair price”. Finally, in Chapter 6, the author discusses the meaning of the Japanese Welfare 
System, which was heavily dependent on care by family members — in particular, women. 
For the further development of ideas within the book, I would like to suggest the following 
points. First, the history of agriculture and rural women in postwar Japan is an archetypical 
example of the trajectory of the collapse of agricultural society in East Asia. Therefore, a 
discussion of the broader sociopolitical framework within the region would have provided a 
better understanding and offered a bigger picture of the state and future of agriculture and 
rural women in Asia. Second, the book, in contrast to the original intentions of its author, 
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shows only a little how the voices of rural women were actually reflected in agriculture 
policy, even though this theme is partly discussed in Chapter 2. Of course, this in itself 
could serve as further evidence that the opinion of rural women was an insufficient influence 
to shift the mainstream sociopolitical power. Moreover, the women’s voices symbolize that 
Japanese rural women faced the rapid sociopolitical situation in rural areas, not as “the 
invisible weak”, but as “participants with their own opinions”. However, readers would have 
thus expected to hear more about how these voices from the bottom led to such dynamic 
changes and how rural women challenged and negotiated the changes they underwent. 
Finally, care in rural areas, the main theme of the Chapter 6, is certainly one of the most 
important issues in Japan to be discussed. However, it was difficult for the reviewer to 
understand how Chapter 6 connects to the discussion in the book as a whole. 
Despite these suggestions, this book carries great significance in having provided an over-
view of the history of agriculture and rural women in postwar Japan, which has hitherto 
received little attention. In this book, the author gives a particular focus on rural women. 
However, as the author points out in the epilogue, it delivers two clear messages regarding 
women’s studies. First, “the history of rural women in postwar Japan bridges the past with 
present” (p. 283). The book highlights the trajectories of how rural women as “farmers” as 
well as “women” from mainstream politics have been marginalized. Second, “it is a story of 
all women in Japan” (p. 283). Even though the book gives particular attention to rural 
women and explores the suppression that rural women have suffered, the author delivers a 
critical message on the continuities of gender politics in postwar Japan. This book brings a 
great insight into the multi-layered nature and dynamism of postwar Japanese society by 
looking at how the well-known Japanese salarymen and housewives have been closely 
interconnected with the life-worlds of rural women. Therein it provides a broader picture 
with which to understand postwar Japan by transcending beyond the dichotomies between 
rural versus urban, industry versus agriculture, and modern versus pre-modern. 

Joak Kwon-Hein 

Wieland Wagner: Japan. Abstieg in Würde. Wie ein alterndes Land um seine 
Zukunft ringt 
München: DVA, 2018. 254 S., 20 EUR (ISBN 978-3-421-04796-6) 
Es ist sehr erfreulich, wenn ein großer deutscher Publikumsverlag nach langer Zeit wieder 
ein qualifiziertes aktuelles Japanbuchbuch herausbringt. In der Tat ist es ein gelungener, 
flüssig geschriebener, ein wenig sprunghafter Einführungsband, der am besten zur Einstim-
mung auf dem Erstflug nach Tokyo gelesen werden sollte. Da wie in vielen Journalistenbü-
chern auf Fußnoten und eine Literaturliste verzichtet wurde, ist er für den Hochschul-
gebrauch leider untauglich. 
Zum Inhaltlichen: Das Einstiegskapitel entspricht noch dem Titel. So ist Japans Anteil an 
Weltwirtschaftsleistung seit den Boomjahren vor drei Jahrzehnten von 16% auf 6% abge-
sunken. Dutzende von Konjunktur-Programmen und die spätere ultralockere Kreditpolitik, 
die Wagner zu recht eine Gelddruckpolitik nennt, haben dies nicht abwenden können. Es 
folgen sehr beklemmende Kurzreportagen aus der Provinz mit leeren Schulen, zerfallenden 
Einkaufsstraßen, verunkrauteten Feldern, Straßen mit Fußgängern, die nur noch mit Rollator 
unterwegs sind, Greise, die noch Zementsäcke schleppen, Firmeneigner ohne Betriebsnach-
folger, und aufwendige Brückenbauten nach nirgendwo. Er berichtet dies von Yubari, einer 
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