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(Charles University Prague) concluded the first day of the workshop with her presentation on 
the results of her linguistic and folkloristic field-research by comparing the earliest recorded 
Daur songs from 1930 to the material collected in her field research in 2016 and 2017. 
On the second day, Jargal Badagarov (University of Heidelberg) started the second session 
presenting a linguistic approach with his research on linguistic features of Buryad speech of 
a native Dagur speaker due to language contacts in that border area. His presentation was 
followed by Bayarma Khabtagaeva (Free University Berlin) who showed how designations 
for body parts play a role in the determination of Dagur language’s place among other Mon-
golic languages. The subsequent third session focused on shamans. Veronika Zikmundová 
provided a new perspective and an eminently structural approach towards the Daur version of 
the so-called “Account of the Nishan Shamaness”, whereas the presentation of David Somfai 
Kara (Hungarian Academy of Sciences) was preliminary based on his fieldwork among the 
Daurs with focus on the concepts of the mythological background of the story. These were 
two fruitful inputs for a subsequent vivid discussion. At the end of the workshop a round table 
discussion among all participants was organised. The main points which were discussed 
touched on the term “Dauria” itself by underlining the importance of the non-geopolitically 
usage of the term, and on the feasibility of future research activities on this topic. 

Ute Wallenböck and Stephanie Ziehaus 

International Symposium: The Digital Challenge in Germany and 
Japan in Comparison: Opportunities, Risks, and Digital Cooperation 
Hamburg, June 18–19, 2019 
Is digitisation a blessing or a curse? This question has recently taken on a pioneering role 
within the intellectual debate. This is particularly true given the inevitable impact on all areas 
of human interaction. From the agricultural, health, and industrial sectors, to the platform 
economy, to the legal and moral ethics of technological change, several scholars have begun 
to examine the impact of digitisation on postmodern society. 
The interdisciplinary symposium on “The Digital Challenge in Germany and Japan in Com-
parison: Opportunities, Risks, and Digital Cooperation”, organized by the Japanese Research 
Center, the University of Osnabrück (Prof. Dr. Carmen Schmidt), and the German-Japanese 
Society for Social Sciences (Prof. Dr. Gisela Trommsdorff) at the University of Hamburg and 
the GIGA Hamburg, and supported by the Japanese Consulate General Hamburg, highlighted 
future challenges, including the problem of an ageing society, the future of work, ethical and 
moral issues of digitisation, democracy, and identity politics, but also opportunities such as 
distance work, smart city technology, efficient use of resources, and effective health care, 
among others. However, digitisation raises questions that need to be answered, while provi-
ding answers to many of the problems we are currently facing. German and Japanese experts 
from various disciplines have addressed these problems and critically analysed the perspecti-
ves, but also the problems, of digitisation and made suggestions on how we can tackle these 
problems. 
The symposium began with a presentation by Professor Franz Waldenberger (DIJ Tokyo) on 
“Society 5.0 — Japan’s Visions and Ambitions for the Digital Age”, in which he described 
and critically assessed the Smart Society Initiative, highlighting the strengths, weaknesses and 
challenges of achieving such ambitious goals. The second keynote speaker, Professor Arisa 
Ema (The University of Tokyo), who shared her experiences from the Japanese community, 
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stressed that, based on her experiences, ethics in AI and multidisciplinary networking are ne-
cessary to overcome the challenges of digitisation. 
The second day began with a critical look at digitisation from a European perspective. Pro-
fessor Ingrid Schneider (University of Hamburg) stressed the importance of the EU as a regu-
latory superpower in the digital environment where tensions between the US and China are 
increasing. Professor Dietrich Albert (Graz University of Technology), who spoke on “Digital 
Learning and Teaching — A European Perspective”, presented many of the current challenges 
and future developments in digital learning and teaching in Europe and suggested how digit-
isation can contribute to improving learning. Professor Christoph Busch (University of Osn-
abrück) built a bridge between government regulators, the platform economy and the general 
public and drew attention to some of the remaining gaps in regulatory policy in Europe and 
around the world. 
The second session began with Professor Jürgen Schupp (DIW Berlin). He affirmed the need 
for transparency in the “social construction” of algorithms to maintain a democratic society, 
as algorithmic processes increasingly determine everything from creditworthiness to our po-
sition in the social hierarchy. The second lecture was given by Professor Rainer Knauf (Tech-
nische Universität Ilmenau), who presented different definitions of the term “artificial 
intelligence” (AI) and what can be expected from AI in the near future. The second session 
ended with a presentation by Professor Gabriele Vogt, Anna-Lea Schröder and Anne-Sophie 
König (University of Hamburg). They presented their findings from their research project 
“Sustainable long-term care: technology use, care migration and community building in Ja-
pan”. Above all, they emphasized the discrepancies between political plans, economic neces-
sity and the social rejection of robotics and technology in the everyday life of nursing services. 
Professor Akira Tokuyasu (Hosei University) opened the third session of the symposium. He 
looked at the formation of physical identities using digital devices. Professor Gisela 
Trommsdorff (University of Konstanz) critically examined the adaptation to digitisation and 
the need for a culture-oriented theoretical framework of interpretation. Professor Mototaka 
Mori (Waseda University) concluded the session with a critical assessment of the transfor-
mation “from the monetary value society to the non-monetary value society” and asked 
whether the ageing population will adapt to the digitised cashless society. 
Using the example of animal identification in the agricultural sector in Japan, Professor 
Masato Kimura (Takachiho University) examined in the fourth session the traceability and 
behavioural targeting system developed in the field of raw materials marketing. He came to 
the conclusion that the increasingly biometric information, the “digital twin”, as he called it, 
determines identity rather than the human self. People are therefore increasingly “digitally 
traceable”. Tami Lang (University of Osnabrück) presented Instagram as an example of iden-
tity in the digital age. She deals with questions of identity formation and self-representation 
in a digital world as well as with potential impairments of offline self-well-being that can 
result from active involvement in online social networks. The last lecture by Professor Carmen 
Schmidt (University of Osnabrück) was an uncovering of the general research fields and re-
search questions of digitization, viewed through the lens of modernization theories. In a sum-
mary of the lectures of the symposium, Schmidt pointed out the connection between second 
modernity and digitisation and asked questions about the nature of postnational identities and 
regulations in all areas of human interaction, including but not limited to the level of state, 
society and economy. 
The symposium concluded with a panel discussion with experts chaired by Makoto Kobayashi 
(Tamagawa University) to answer the question asked at the beginning whether digitisation is 
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a blessing or a curse. In a very intensive brainstorming session, several ideas and proposals 
were presented. These included the adoption of a public business model for platform econo-
mics and data protection, the need for a double-checking system to separate facts from o-
pinions, the development of the potential of digital education, moral and ethical limits to use 
of open access data (especially in our world of multiplicity in socio-political systems), decent-
ralisation of data collection and presentation (especially in science), the need for accountabi-
lity mechanisms, national, regional and international regulation, and the important role of civil 
society and other data protection authorities. 
The controversy over whether digitisation is a blessing or a curse again came to the fore as 
the threats and benefits were explained in detail. In the end, the participants took an optimistic 
view of the future of digitisation and stressed the need for effective regulation and open dia-
logue in all areas of engagement, including, but not limited to, academia, civil society, busi-
ness, regulators and politics. 

Jan Kronschnabel and Opeoluwa Joseph Oguntoye 

Studying Japan: The impact of transnationalization and technological 
innovation on methods, fieldwork and research ethics 
Freie Universität Berlin, July 23–24, 2019 
The international conference “Studying Japan” took place at Freie Universität Berlin on July 
23– 24, 2019. It was kindly funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), the German 
Institute for Japanese Studies (DIJ), Ernst-Reuter-Gesellschaft (ERG) and Freie Universität 
Berlin. Organizers Cornelia Reiher (FU Berlin) and Nora Kottmann (DIJ Tokyo) welcomed 
an interdisciplinary group of Japan scholars to discuss methodological trends in times of trans-
nationalization and technological innovations and to talk about ways to make methods educa-
tion more accessible for students and junior researchers. The conference consisted of five 
panels that encompassed the whole research process from finding a research topic to publish-
ing one’s results. 
The first panel, chaired by Cosima Wagner (FU Berlin), opened the conference with keynote 
speeches by Levi McLaughlin (North Carolina State U) and Akiko Yoshida (U of Wisconsin-
Whitewater) on methods in area studies. McLaughlin discussed how to navigate vulnerabili-
ties of researchers and research partners during the research process. Yoshida introduced the 
audience to several methods to get interview partners to talk about themselves. They both 
emphasized the important topic of new technologies and their role in fieldwork and showed 
how social media is linked to vulnerability by bringing fieldwork to the home of researchers. 
Verena Blechinger-Talcott (FU Berlin) chaired the following roundtable discussion about new 
trends and challenges in research on Japan and their implications for methodology. The pan-
elists shared their experiences from research in Japan and particularly highlighted the signif-
icance of the researcher’s relationship with research partners in the field and research ethics. 
While Joy Hendry (Oxford Brookes U) addressed her position as an anthropologist without 
prior methodological training, Karen Shire (U of Duisburg-Essen) reflected on the systemati-
zation of methodologies and stressed the need for mutual discussion between Japanese and 
western scholars. Chris McMorran’s (NUS) criticized the western-centric view on Japanese 
studies and emphasized the role of interpersonal relations in the field. Celia Spoden (Hannover 
Medical School) added the importance of the researcher’s self-identity as well as their posi-
tionality during fieldwork and Marie Weishaupt (FU Berlin) reflected on the role of social 
media in this context. 
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