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Dass Band 2 des Jahrbuches immerhin 13 Jahre nach Band 1 erschien, mag seltsam anmuten, 
ist aber angesichts der hochkarätigen Arbeiten zu entschuldigen. Es bleibt zu hoffen, dass der 
zweite Teil von Band 2 in einem deutlich kürzeren Zeitraum folgen und die Reihe bei gleich 
bleibender Qualität fortgeführt wird. 

Thomas Weyrauch 

Terence Chong (ed.): Pentecostal Megachurches in Southeast Asia. 
Negotiating Class, Consumption and the Nation 
Singapore: ISEAS, 2018. 243 pp., 29.90 USD 
This edited volume offers insights into various forms of Pentecostalism in Southeast Asia — 
a region that is associated with Islam, Buddhism, Taoism and Hinduism, but less with 
Christianity. 
Upon the initiative of Terence Chong, deputy director at the ISEAS — Yusof Ishak Institute, 
Singapore, the book contains contributions from researchers from within the region who 
conducted ethnographic research in large Pentecostal churches in Southeast Asia. The 
introduction is followed by two chapters per country, with case studies from Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Singapore. Analytical interest lies in the churches’ engagement 
with nationalism, class, neoliberalism, consumption and pop culture. In the introduction, 
Terence Chong exposes the simultaneity between universal, regional and local features of 
Pentecostalism.  
In several Asian countries, Pentecostalism grew through an indigenization process in which 
previously existing cultural and religious features were adapted to Pentecostal theology and 
practice. This “contextual theology” (p. 2) includes elements of Buddhism and Taoism (p. 9) 
and pre-Christian belief in spirits and demons, supernatural powers, miracles and healing 
(pp. 28, 55, 78, 84). Furthermore, the use of vernacular languages, like Tagalog in the 
Philippines, supports ethnic identification with the churches. However, this is not true for all 
churches, as English, Mandarin, Bahasa Malayu and Bahasa Indonesia are more appealing to 
the target audiences in Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore, where congregations consist of 
multi-ethnic urban middle class members (pp. 31, 58, 83, 108). Another contrast to the 
indigenization process is Pentecostalism’s complicated inter-religious co-existence with other 
religious communities, such as the Muslim majorities of Malaysia and Indonesia (pp. 35, 51, 
73). Chang-Yau Hoon argues, for instance, that the relationship with the Muslim Indonesian 
population lacks the ecumenical and interfaith activities that are common among Christian 
and Muslim mainstream organizations (pp. 22, 35). Besides these tensions Pentecostal 
movements do not act in counter-establishment ways. In fact, they happen to be less politically 
active than their competitors from mainline churches and, as Jeaney Yip shows for Malaysia, 
sometimes support nation-building processes, seeking good ties with the government and 
holding secular social events (p. 84). Chong Eu Choong explains the differences in legal 
privileges of different ethnic groups in Malaysia, pointing out that there has been a significant 
increase in Pentecostalism among non-Malay indigenous groups (p. 106). In Pentecostal 
churches in the Philippines, the situation is remarkably different. Jayeel Serrano Cornelio 
emphasizes the prominent role of overseas Filipino workers in Pentecostal movements 
(p. 128) and Joel Tajedo explains that charismatic movements are also widespread among 
Catholic Filipinos (p. 159). Both discuss the role of the working class and churches’ political 
activism (pp. 138, 141, 170). In Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore, the churches act in a 
system-supporting way, politically and economically. Their actions focus on easing the 
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personal suffering of social inequality or economic struggles through religious activities. 
Church community and charity contribute to maintaining the status quo rather than voicing 
political demands concerning the roots of social problems. The preachers’ messages 
encourage members to aim at productivity, morality and economic success. As an example, 
Daniel P.S. Goh describes the case of Christian music for Singapore (p. 197). The churches’ 
founders and preachers define success through membership numbers (p. 48). The term 
“megachurch” refers to a congregation with services of at least 2000 people. All churches 
have expansionist aims, seeking to recruit more members and connecting internationally, 
where the Asian churches meanwhile play a leading role (pp. 13, 36, 87). Terence Chong 
explains the competitive endeavor among Singaporean Pentecostals to target the Taiwanese 
and American markets (p. 209). 
In conclusion, commonalities between Pentecostal churches in Southeast Asia are the 
prosperity gospel, the eventful character of worship sessions (p. 109), or “Karaoke 
Christianity” (p. 51), the significance of healing, belief in spirits, sensual experiences, 
charismatic leadership, and the inclusion of Chinese minorities in the region. Differences are 
the recruitment of middle-class members in most but not all churches, the popularity of 
English language in some and vernacular languages in other churches, and socio-political 
activism or its absence. Local concepts and organizational structures reveal that 
Pentecostalism is not a monolithic phenomenon. Obviously, Philippine Pentecostalism differs 
more significantly from Pentecostalism in Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore. However, the 
readers can only speculate on the reasons for this, for instance wondering about the regional 
connection between churches in Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore, which are in closer 
geographic proximity than the Philippines. Regarding the international connections of 
Pentecostal churches, the South-South and East-East connections that are mentioned in the 
contribution by En-Chieh Chao (p. 59) represent cutting-edge research that demands further 
attention. Another aspect that deserves further coverage is the “criminal misappropriation of 
church funds” (p. 209). On the other hand, introductory sections about the history of 
Pentecostalism and the definition of a megachurch are rendered redundant as they are 
reiterated in every chapter. 
The edited volume is a valuable contribution to the study of Christianity in Southeast Asia 
and Pentecostalism globally. It is of crucial interest for anyone who seeks to understand 
contemporary social dynamics in Southeast Asia. 

Mirjam Lücking 

Shelly Chan: Diaspora’s Homeland. Modern China in the Age of Global 
Migration 
Durham: Duke University Press, 2018. XIV + 264 pp., 26.95 USD 
Chinese mass migration’s impact on countries around the globe has been studied extensively. 
Research on the same migration processes’ impact on China, on the other hand, is scarce. 
“Diaspora’s Homeland” tackles this gap by focusing on the relationship between Chinese 
migrants and their ancestral homeland. The author distinguishes between “diaspora time”, 
which, as a rather steady condition, describes the various ways in which migration affects 
people’s everyday lives; and “diaspora moments”, which describe the far-reaching 
consequences and resonances that occur when diaspora time overlaps with other temporalities 
(12–13). 
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