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ings, talks and question-and-answer sessions and analyzed their publications. In the book, 

many quotes from interviews with movement members make for interesting insights into the 

motivations of activists for joining the movement, the internal problems and organizational 

structures. 

The strength of the book is that Anna Wiemann has captured the plurality of social move-

ment organizations and networks in the anti-nuclear movement, shows their organizational 

structures and networking activities with other organizations, networks, politicians and 

society, but also addresses conflicts and problems between organizations in the respective 

networks. It makes an important contribution to the study of social movements and civil 

society in Japan by taking into account the historical trajectories of civil society organiza-

tions, social movements and their networks. This perspective counters the misperception 

that in Japan, a civil society did not exist before the Kobe earthquake in 1995. 

However, as a reader I would have appreciated it if the author had taken the time to revise 

the PhD thesis this book is based on into a more accessible book format. More information 

on the contribution of the findings from the case study to the larger debates on social move-

ments and civil society in post Fukushima Japan and its historical trajectories would have 

provided further support to the book. Nevertheless, Wiemann’s book is an important contri-

bution to social movement studies and Japanese studies and will be of interest to everybody 

who is interested in dynamics in Japan’s society after 3.11., the perspectives of concerned 

citizens in post-Fukushima Japan, and the alternatives they suggest to government policies. 

It will also be valuable to those who are more generally interested in social movement 

theory. 

Cornelia Reiher 

Byung-Yeon Kim: Unveiling the North Korean Economy. Collapse and 

Transition 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017. 329 S., 28,99 GBP 

North Korea might be the most highlighted and, at the same time, the most reclusive country 

in the world. Nevertheless, the recent summit of U.S. President Donald Trump and North 

Korean leader Kim Jong-Un on June 12, 2018 marks a significant change in North Korea’s 

international relations. Media coverage around the world expresses curiosity about the 

consequences of this summit and is engaged with deciphering Kim’s intentions. Internation-

al relations heavily influence the economic performance of a country and the normalization 

of the relationship with the U.S. is not unrelated to economic benefits by North Korea. 

Through “Unveiling the North Korean Economy. Collapse and Transition” by Byung-Yeon 

Kim, we can glimpse at the recent state of the North Korean economy. However, the inves-

tigation of the North Korean economy is heavily based on indirect methods due to limited 

contact and statistical data. This applies to Kim’s analysis as well. Despite his precise 

calculation of the performance of North Korea’s economy and quantitative surveys of North 

Korean refugees and Chinese entrepreneurs, his analysis reflects limitations to reveal the 

real economic lives of the North Koreans. However, his analysis is comprehensive enough 

to show how dynamic the North Korean economy actually is.  

The book consists of three chapters. Chapter 1 presents models of socialist economies and 

their inefficiencies. As a leading researcher of transition economics, Kim sets a premise that 

the economic performance of a nation profoundly correlates with the stability of its political 



 Rezensionen 121 

system. The main cause of the collapse of the formal socialist countries was the conflict 

between a centrally planned economy and the pursuit of self-interests that does not meet the 

equilibrium between supply and demand. His recent datasets show that the centralized 

policies of the North Korean economy do not effectively uphold the demand of the pursuit 

of self-interest, thus the collapse of the country is inevitable. However, I question whether 

Kim’s datasets are sufficient enough to comprehend the current conditions and policies of 

the North Korean economy and to compare them with other socialist countries. In particular, 

his comparison is mostly concentrated in the economies of the former Soviet Union disre-

garding the different size of their economies and population. Thus, it is highly questionable 

whether North Korea is destined to end up as the Soviet Union. After all, North Korea has 

survived the breakdown of the Eastern Bloc in the 1990s. 

Chapter 2 gives a comprehensive data analysis of the North Korean economy. Kim high-

lights that the North Korean economy is heavily dualized by formal and informal sectors, 

whereas the informal sector, such as the informal exchange of food and bribery for trading 

consumer goods, takes bigger percentage for households and companies. This indicates that 

the North Korean regime implicitly allows market activity. More significant changes in the 

economic system include the partial opening of markets for foreign investment and a less 

centralized decision-making structure for the autonomy of firms. This implies that North 

Korea is not a socialist economy in a strict sense and that economic reforms were attempted. 

“In effect, the North Korean economic system is a pseudo-centrally planned economy 

combined with a pattern of mass mobilization of the public (p. 59).”  

Chapter 3 gives policy suggestions how to implement the marketization in North Korea. It 

seems that the author is highly convinced that the collapse of the North Korean regime and 

unification by absorption with South Korea are imminent. Thus, the political strategies 

overly focus on the total and sudden marketization of North Korea similar to the collapsed 

Soviet Union and Eastern European countries. However, the transition of any system needs 

to be perceived as a complex process of multiple connected structures of a society such as 

political system, history, social value and solidarity. Thus, every transition of socialist 

economies to market economies is marginally comparable and is even more difficult to 

predict. Moreover, it is questionable whether capitalism is the only alternative to socialist 

economies despite the prevalent problems with neoliberalism. 

This book gives one, especially those who are not familiar with North Korea, a fundamental 

introduction to its economic system as well as to socialist economies in general. In particu-

lar, the existence of informal economies in North Korea and trading consumer goods from 

abroad might break the prejudice of images of North Korea as a totally isolated and con-

trolled country. To sum up, I highly recommend this book for insights in the real North 

Korean economy and for understanding the current political events in general.  

You Kyung Byun 

Sungju Park-Kang: Fictional International Relations: Gender, Pain and Truth 

London and New York: Routledge, 2014. 169 pp., 133,05 EUR 

The volume “Fictional International Relations: Gender, Pain and Truth” has three objec-

tives, as suggested by its author Sungju Park-Kang: the introduction of fiction writing into 

international relations (hereafter, IR) research as a methodology, the feminist-informed 

perspective as a concept in analyzing IR, and the repositioning of the Korean Airlines 


