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system. The main cause of the collapse of the formal socialist countries was the conflict 

between a centrally planned economy and the pursuit of self-interests that does not meet the 

equilibrium between supply and demand. His recent datasets show that the centralized 

policies of the North Korean economy do not effectively uphold the demand of the pursuit 

of self-interest, thus the collapse of the country is inevitable. However, I question whether 

Kim’s datasets are sufficient enough to comprehend the current conditions and policies of 

the North Korean economy and to compare them with other socialist countries. In particular, 

his comparison is mostly concentrated in the economies of the former Soviet Union disre-

garding the different size of their economies and population. Thus, it is highly questionable 

whether North Korea is destined to end up as the Soviet Union. After all, North Korea has 

survived the breakdown of the Eastern Bloc in the 1990s. 

Chapter 2 gives a comprehensive data analysis of the North Korean economy. Kim high-

lights that the North Korean economy is heavily dualized by formal and informal sectors, 

whereas the informal sector, such as the informal exchange of food and bribery for trading 

consumer goods, takes bigger percentage for households and companies. This indicates that 

the North Korean regime implicitly allows market activity. More significant changes in the 

economic system include the partial opening of markets for foreign investment and a less 

centralized decision-making structure for the autonomy of firms. This implies that North 

Korea is not a socialist economy in a strict sense and that economic reforms were attempted. 

“In effect, the North Korean economic system is a pseudo-centrally planned economy 

combined with a pattern of mass mobilization of the public (p. 59).”  

Chapter 3 gives policy suggestions how to implement the marketization in North Korea. It 

seems that the author is highly convinced that the collapse of the North Korean regime and 

unification by absorption with South Korea are imminent. Thus, the political strategies 

overly focus on the total and sudden marketization of North Korea similar to the collapsed 

Soviet Union and Eastern European countries. However, the transition of any system needs 

to be perceived as a complex process of multiple connected structures of a society such as 

political system, history, social value and solidarity. Thus, every transition of socialist 

economies to market economies is marginally comparable and is even more difficult to 

predict. Moreover, it is questionable whether capitalism is the only alternative to socialist 

economies despite the prevalent problems with neoliberalism. 

This book gives one, especially those who are not familiar with North Korea, a fundamental 

introduction to its economic system as well as to socialist economies in general. In particu-

lar, the existence of informal economies in North Korea and trading consumer goods from 

abroad might break the prejudice of images of North Korea as a totally isolated and con-

trolled country. To sum up, I highly recommend this book for insights in the real North 

Korean economy and for understanding the current political events in general.  

You Kyung Byun 

Sungju Park-Kang: Fictional International Relations: Gender, Pain and Truth 

London and New York: Routledge, 2014. 169 pp., 133,05 EUR 

The volume “Fictional International Relations: Gender, Pain and Truth” has three objec-

tives, as suggested by its author Sungju Park-Kang: the introduction of fiction writing into 

international relations (hereafter, IR) research as a methodology, the feminist-informed 

perspective as a concept in analyzing IR, and the repositioning of the Korean Airlines 
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(KAL) flight 858 bombing case in 1987 as the evidence of the continuing Cold War situa-

tion in the Korean peninsula. 

First, this book attempts to demonstrate the possibility of fiction writing as a methodology in 

dealing with a lack of data and contingency in IR. The methodological parts of Park-Kang’s 

work on fictional IR are successful in urging researchers to reconsider attitudes, which are 

often too easily taken for granted and which are based upon constructivism, such as a clear 

definition, categorization, and clarification of various cases in the field of IR. Through this 

approach, the author challenges the conventional attitude towards the knowledge and infor-

mation provided by the government and international agencies in IR research, which are 

generally considered to be reflective of objective and authorized “truth”. This book critically 

questions the conventional view of official governmental findings, and yet the main objec-

tive of this book is not to reveal the truth. Beyond this question, it raises a more fundamental 

question of the methodology in IR research. The author asks whether researchers have not 

ignored and marginalized multilayered “realities” and “truth”, not only by merely focusing 

on the “truth” given by the government but also by overlooking the imagination, people, and 

emotions that are intermingled within a case. 

Second, the abovementioned idea is closely associated with feminist IR, which the author 

suggests as a concept for analysis in this research. By adapting the concept of feminist IR, 

the author manifests the importance of relativizing power relations that function dynamical-

ly underneath any individual case. In explaining the necessity of feminist IR theory as a 

concept, the author successfully demonstrates why the perspective of feminist-informed 

postconstructivism is a useful methodology within IR scholarship. Based upon the concept 

of feminist IR theory, the author tries to analyze gender, pain and truth in the case of KAL 

858. The author clarifies that “the term ‘gender’ is taken as something to do with a gender-

sensitive ‘lens’ or ‘worldview’ and, more broadly, as feminist-informed thinking” (p. 3). On 

the one hand, it validates the importance of a gender-sensitive lens in understanding pain 

and truth in the case of IR. On the other hand, it demonstrates the importance of the relativi-

zation of the truth and the sensitivity to all kinds of power relations in IR scholarship. 

Finally, the author endeavors to reposition the case of the KAL 858 bombing of 1987 as “an 

explicit area of academic scrutiny” (p. 2), not as an unsolved mystery. Thus, the author 

positions the KAL 858 case as evidence of the Cold War in the Korean peninsula. The 

author has aptly illustrated that the shared experiences of Koreans in relation to this Cold 

War cannot be captured within the boundaries of the frameworks of either a “long peace” or 

an “imaginary war”, since these are Euro-centric perspectives. The author’s interpretation is 

significant and full of meaning, in the sense that it makes us realize again that daily life in 

the Korean peninsula should be understood within the continuing Cold War context, despite 

the recent harmonious gestures between inter-Korean governments as well as in North 

Korea–USA relations. 

Meanwhile, in my view, it remains questionable to what extent this book has succeeded in 

the realization of this approach in his analysis of the KAL 858 case, as the author discusses 

in the chapters on the methodology. In particular, I had difficulty in determining the multi-

dimensional and intersectional aspects of gender, pain, and truth in attempts to grapple with 

the KAL 858 case, which are difficulties that, in turn, lead me to question whether pain and 

truth have been appropriately analyzed from a gendered perspective. First, I think that the 

pain of the family members should have been depicted in a more historically informed and 

relational way. The sociopolitical meaning of the KAL 858 case has been continuously 

associated with changing power relations through regime change, interrelations between 
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South and North Korea, the official end of the Cold War and changing world politics, and 

still subsequent cases of unsettlement in South Korea. How have these changes influenced 

the positioning, interpretation, and negotiation of the actors — governments, the terrorist 

Kim Hyun Hee and family members? Second, I think that the author has paid little attention 

to the gender, pain and truth of the passengers and family members. If Kim’s pain is gen-

dered, what about the pain of the widows who lost their husbands through the terror? Why 

was their womanhood not brought into the spotlight by the public? How about the pain of 

the passengers who worked in the Middle East during the 1980s as male construction work-

ers? These workers’ mobility, labor and pain (or death) is gendered and should also have 

been considered. Lastly, the separating, remaining and waiting of the leftover wives is also 

gendered. 

Despite the abovementioned limitations, I believe that this book provides important insights 

into our understanding of the importance of imagination, emotions and gendered perspec-

tives in IR research. Moreover, since it binds together several related issues, this book 

remains on the whole accessible to a readership of scholars of Asian studies, political 

science, sociology, and gender studies alike. 

Jaok Kwon-Hein 

Sammelrezension Nordkorea 

Seit Nordkoreas Machthaber Kim Jong-Un, Herrscher in dritter Generation, die Welt mit 

seinen Atombomben- und Langstreckenraketenversuchen in Atem hält, steht dieses Land 

erneut im Mittelpunkt des Weltinteresses. Die neuesten Entwicklungen seit dem Besuch von 

Kim Jong-Uns Schwester bei den Olympischen Winterspielen im südkoreanischen Pyeong-

chang bedeuten eine absolute Kehrtwende in der bisherigen Außenpolitik Nordkoreas. 

Deren bisheriger Höhepunkt war das Treffen der beiden koreanischen Spitzenpolitiker in 

Panmunjeon am 27. April 2018 und die daraus hervorgegangene gemeinsame Erklärung. 

Nun steht noch das Gipfeltreffen von Kim Jong-Un mit dem amerikanischen Präsidenten 

aus. Denn, wie der südkoreanische Präsident Moon Jae-in im Februar nach den ersten 

Annäherungen richtigerweise feststellte, eine endgültige Friedensordnung hängt wesentlich 

von den USA, aber selbstverständlich auch von der VR China ab. 

Die drei hier zu besprechenden Bücher sind alle vor diesen jüngsten Entwicklungen veröf-

fentlicht worden, nichtsdestotrotz haben sie nichts an ihrer Bedeutung verloren.  

Rainer Werning und Helga Picht: Brennpunkt Nordkorea. Wie gefährlich ist 

die Region? Berichte, Daten und Fakten 

Berlin: Berolina, 2018. 192 S., 9,99 EUR 

Der Band „Brennpunkt Nordkorea“ umfasst hauptsächlich Beiträge von dem freiberuflich 

tätigen Sozialwissenschaftler Rainer Werning (geb. 1949) und Helga Picht (geb. 1934). 

Beide sind ausgewiesene KoreaexpertInnen mit zahlreichen diesbezüglichen Veröffentli-

chungen. Helga Picht war die erste Lehrstuhlinhaberin für Koreanistik in der DDR und 

wurde leider sehr unschön nach der Vereinigung „abgewickelt“. Der Band wird eingeleitet 

vom Verleger Uli Jeschke, der die Aktualität des Bandes betont. In der Einleitung geben 

Rainer Werning und Helga Picht einen knappen Überblick über die Entwicklung in den 

letzten Jahrzehnten. Der folgende Beitrag „Vorkrieg“ von Arnold Schölzel (geb. 1947), 

Chefredakteur der Jungen Welt von 2000 bis 2016, ist nicht sehr überzeugend. So behauptet 




