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David P. Chandler, Robert Cribb and Li Narangoa (eds.): End of Empire. 100 
Days in 1945 that Changed Asia and the World 
Copenhagen: NIAS press. 346 S., 22,99 EUR 
This book edited by David P. Chandler, Robert Cribb, and Li Narangoa is a fascinating 
kaleidoscope that outlines new perspectives on national and transregional histories and their 
global interconnectedness. Focusing on one hundred days and how the events during this 
short period shaped the fate of the region of Northeast, East, and Southeast Asia, a list of 
sixty-five co-authors contributed to the book in order to provide a historical overview, which 
evolves like a collection of short daily newspaper clips. Instead of becoming a superficial, 
DPA-styled list of events, the authors — and the editing team in particular — manage to 
highlight historical links and developments that are hard to understand if one focuses on 
single countries only.  
Although it might be tough to follow at times — particularly when the content jumps be-
tween countries, battles, political movements, negotiations, and the like — the reader gets 
used to this erratic narration and is heavily rewarded with new insights. After introducing 
the Japanese–Chinese war and previous regional history, the dropping of the atomic bombs 
over Nagasaki and Hiroshima marks the starting point of the kaleidoscopic narrative, in 
which the defeat of the Japanese and their retreat from Northeast, East, and Southeast Asia 
sparked a period of anti-colonial resistance, political turmoil, and uncertainty, bringing 
about a political transformation that laid the foundation for the historical pathways to come. 
The narration of developments culminates in a week in early to mid-November of 1945, in 
which, amongst others, Mongolia pushed for unification, the royal family in Laos was 
overthrown by the Lao Issara, Shan states sought independence, a draft of the Vietnamese 
constitution was publicized, Communists called for Malayan self-rule, and political parties 
were formed in Indonesia while the Indochinese Communist Party was officially being 
dissolved (operating from the shadows from that point on) after the return of the French high 
commissioner.  
These hundred days profoundly reshaped the region and had global repercussions. The book 
closes with a short entry on the aftermath of the hundred days, marking the end of colonial 
and imperialistic empires (those of the Japanese, the French, the British, the Dutch, and 
others). It succinctly shows that the region reached a tipping point from which politics and 
society could not return.  
The volume departs from the usual narrative style by proceeding in entries for each of the 
hundred days, which can be just one-paged or span over dozens of pages. These entries are 
supplemented by text boxes written by experts and focusing on specific themes, such as the 
state of certain diplomatic relations, the roles of political figures, important declarations, and 
extended analyses of minor or major events or social and political groups. By including 
histories and developments across the region while also capturing the developments of 
single nation states, movements, battle fields, and political figures and institutions, the 
volume manages to capture the complexities of a multi-layered history, which takes place as 
an interconnected, interdependent — yet in each case specific — process. At the same time, 
the uncertainty and contingency of history becomes clear as the book highlights the event-
character and the multiple national, regional, and global forces influencing historical devel-
opments. Each day and each development becomes visible in its importance and its inherent 
degree of contingency. Of course, the authors must make decisions about what to cover and 
at what depth. But instead of playing it safe, they do not just cover events traditionally 
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deemed important in “proper” depth, while only mentioning in passing those traditionally 
regarded as of minor importance. Instead, smaller or less-known events sometimes receive 
more attention than those classically deemed decisive. Thus, the authors manage to highlight 
new connections and the importance of seemingly minor events, and they may even surprise 
experts on the region or on single countries, while at the same time highlighting the im-
portance of a complex interplay of events. 
While being highly informative for those interested in the region, “End of Empire” also 
produces insights for regional and country experts. It would be a huge mistake — and it 
would certainly miss the point of this volume — if one were to complain over reduced 
historical complexities or events that were not covered “well enough.” The volume cuts 
through complexities to establish a space for new complexities, thereby adding complexity 
to already existing complexities. It sparks interest into the interplay of national, regional, 
and global forces. And it pushes the reader into a study of further literature on national, 
regional, and global histories. This book is highly recommended for those interested in 
Northeast, East, and Southeast Asian history. Lastly, its unusual narrative style makes it a 
must-read for early students and experts alike. 

Daniel Bultmann 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: Die unvollendete Autobiographie 
Heidelberg: Draupadi Verlag, 2018. 389 S., 24,80 EUR 
Sheikh Musibur Rahman, der Bangabandhu (Freund Bengalens), Vater der Nation und Held 
der Unabhängigkeitsbewegung Bangladeschs, wurde am 14. August 1975, dem Jahrestag 
der Unabhängigkeit des ihm so verhassten Pakistan, zusammen mit einem Großteil seiner 
Familie und engen Mitarbeitern bei einem Militärputsch ermordet. Seine beiden Töchter 
befanden sich zu diesem Zeitpunkt in Deutschland und blieben so verschont. Die ältere von 
ihnen, Sheikh Hasina Wijarat, wurde zu einer Führerin der Demokratiebewegung Bangla-
deschs und ist heute Ministerpräsidentin des Landes. Nach Jahren der Verbannung und 
vielen Widerständen hat sie die Verfolgung und Bestrafung der Attentäter betrieben. Einige 
von ihnen wurden nach einem nicht unumstrittenen Gerichtsverfahren eines „internationa-
len“ Tribunals verurteilt und hingerichtet. 2020 wird sich der Geburtstag Mujibs, wie er in 
Bengalen allgemein genannt wird, zum 100. Mal jähren; 2021 wird das Land, das anfangs 
als nicht lebensfähig (Henry Kissinger: basket case) galt, seinen 50. Jahrestag feiern. Es ist 
der seltene Fall einer erfolgreichen Abspaltung eines Landesteils, der seine frühere andere 
Landeshälfte (das heutige Pakistan) bei vielen Wirtschaftsindikatoren und den übermächti-
gen Nachbarn Indien bei diversen Sozialindikatoren übertroffen hat. 
Elf Jahre, fast die Hälfte der Zeit der Zugehörigkeit zu Pakistan, saß der begnadete Redner 
und entschiedene Aktivist im Gefängnis, wo er seine Lebenserinnerungen aufschrieb. Wie 
seine Tochter Hasina in ihrem Vorwort schreibt, konnten Teile davon gerettet werden, 
Material genug für eine „unvollendete“ Autobiografie, die von seinen Töchtern zusammen-
gestellt und veröffentlicht wurde, zuerst in Bangla, dann auch in Englisch. Der deutschen 
Übersetzung von Barbara Dasgupta ist es zu verdanken, dass das umfangreiche Werk 
angenehm zu lesen ist, zuweilen ergänzt durch Anmerkungen zur Erklärung von landestypi-
schen Begriffen, für die es keine Entsprechung im Deutschen gibt. 
Beim Lesen drängen sich Parallelen zu anderen Unabhängigkeitsbewegungen auf. 1920 in 
eine respektierte, wenn auch nicht begüterte, Familie im ländlichen Gangesdelta geboren, 


