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geht Mujib zum Studium nach Kalkutta und gerét in die Pakistan-Bewegung, die ihn zum
ersten Mal in Konflikt mit dem Staat, damals der Kolonialmacht, bringt. Hier sammelt er
seine Erfahrungen in der politischen Auseinandersetzung und als Organisator. Nach der
Unabhéngigkeit von den Briten und der Eigenstaatlichkeit Pakistans muss er schnell feststel-
len, dass sich mit der Unabhéngigkeit nur wenig an den politischen, wirtschaftlichen und
sozialen Verhaltnissen andert. Der Einfluss der Bengalen auf die Politik des neuen Staates,
die im fernen Karachi bestimmt wird, geht standig zuriick. Das zeigt sich gleich in der Frage
der Staatssprache, in der der bis dahin von ihm verehrte Staatsgriinder Pakistans, Mohamm-
ad Ali Jinnah verkiindet, dass es nur eine einzige Staatssprache geben und dies nur Urdu
sein konne (S. 128). Die Bengalen, die stolz auf die lange literarische Tradition ihrer Spra-
che, des Bengali, sind, fihlen sich vor den Kopf gestoRRen, vor allem die Studenten, die fir
Pakistan agitiert hatten, und sich jetzt um die Friichte ihrer Arbeit gebracht sehen, da ihre
Berufschancen im Staatsdienst in der ganz iberwiegend l&ndlich/landwirtschaftlich geprég-
ten Provinz Ostbengalen/Ostpakistan schwinden. Das Argument, dass Urdu die Sprache der
Muslime Indiens sei, empfinden sie als Provokation, umso mehr, als sie mit ansehen mus-
sen, wie der anfangs von einer zentral gelenkten Blirokratie und spater vom Militér be-
herrschte Staat die gehobenen Positionen fast ausnahmslos mit Nicht-Bengalen besetzt.
Dazu kommt, dass der ostliche Landesteil mit seinen Juteexporten den gréRten Teil der
Devisen verdient, die aber zum Ausbau der Infrastruktur und dem Aufbau einer Industrie im
westlichen Landesteil eingesetzt werden. Diese regionalen Disparitaten befliigeln die Forde-
rung nach regionaler Autonomie und spéter nach Unabhdangigkeit.

Soweit reicht die Autobiografie nicht. Sie endet bereits Mitte der 1950er Jahre. Sie zeigt
aber die frihen Anféange einer Bewegung, die Uber die Jahre immer mehr an Starke gewinnt.
Es folgen ein umfangreicher ,,Bildteil“, sehr willkommene ,,Biographische Angaben* zu 140
fuhrenden Personlichkeiten (S. 353-374) und ein ,,Politisches Profil“, d. h. eine Chronologie
der wichtigsten Lebensdaten Mujibs von 1920 bis 1975 (S. 375-389), ein Auszug einer
Veroffentlichung des Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Memorial
Trust, Dhaka.

Die Autobiografie ist ein zentrales Dokument der noch jungen Geschichte des Staates
Bangladesch. Das Material in deutscher Sprache, zumal von einem maRgeblich Beteiligten
am politischen Prozess des Landes verfasst, ist vom Umfang her so begrenzt, dass es fur
eine intensivere Beschaftigung mit dem Land kaum ausreichen diirfte. Das Buch ist Zeugnis
des groRen Engagements und der Leidensbereitschaft der Protagonisten. Der oft zitierte
»restfall“ Bangladesch zeigt die oft unterschatzten starken Interdependenzen kultureller,
politischer, wirtschaftlicher und sozialer Faktoren. Der Autor wird auch diejenigen in seinen
Bann ziehen, die nur wenig tber das Land wissen; fiir Fachleute ist das Werk eine wahre
Fundgrube.

Wolfgang-Peter Zingel

Christl Kessler and Stefan Rother (eds.): Democratization through Migration?
Political Remittances and Participation of Philippine Return Migrants

Lanham et al.: Lexington Books, 2016. 181 S., 59,24 EUR

Much of the scholarly literature about the impact of global migration flows on the sending
countries of migrants, points to financial remittances as a key factor for economic develop-

ment. However, studies of the political and social changes that occur in sending countries in
the wake of migration and return migration are comparatively rare. With their co-authored
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book on “Democratization through Migration?”, Christl Kessler and Stefan Rother contrib-
ute to filling this research gap.

Kessler and Rother present a case study on the political impact of Filipino return migrants,
and specifically ask: “Can labor migration affect democratization processes and which
impact has the political order of the host countries on this potential effect?” (p. 1). With this
research question Kessler and Rother bridge the fields of migration and democratization
research. They do so by putting center-stage individual migrants’ experiences at their
workplace and in their communities, and ascribing to them the potential role of norm entre-
preneurs upon return to their home country.

The basic assumption of this study is that migrants will be influenced by the political system
of their destination countries when working abroad for an extended period of time. The
authors furthermore hypothesize that “the level of individual freedom” (p. 3) as experienced
by migrants in their destination countries contributes to their overall attitude toward its
political system, be it democratic or authoritarian. Also, they speak of “discrimination in an
authoritarian host country” (p. 3) as an additional influencing factor. However, the authors
do not take into consideration experiences of discrimination in democratic states, which one
could easily imagine to occur in the context of rising xenophobic trends in many of the
liberal democracies.

Kessler and Rother set out to measure what they understand to be the “political remittances”
(p. 9) of Filipino return migrants through a mixed-method approach. They draw on data
from a standardized survey (n=1,000) among Filipino return migrants and an equally large
control group of Filipino migrants before embarking on their first overseas assignment. The
quantitative data is supplemented by results from 36 in-depth interviews with return mi-
grants. Both data sets were generated in cooperation with Filipino partners: the Social
Weather Station administered the quantitative survey, and academic staff of the Department
of Political Science at the University of the Philippines cooperated with conducting the
qualitative interviews.

Chapter 3 of this book, which lays open the process of determining the research design and
chapter 4 on sample description are both extraordinarily comprehensive, and as such present
instructive chapters in particular for junior scholars who embark on multi-method research
in the Asian region. Chapter 5 on the migration experience, and chapter 6 on the political
attitudes of the return migrants are exemplary in their thorough presentation of the data
gathered.

In fact, while the initial hypothesis, i.e. a destination country’s political system impacts the
political attitude of migrants, could not be confirmed per se, this study generated some
valuable insights explaining the interconnectedness of migration experiences and prevailing
respectively shifting political attitudes and the willingness to political participation. Kessler
and Rother conclude that the migration experience itself, regardless of the destination
country and its political system, makes a difference: those with migration experience were
more critical of the political system in the Philippines than those without migration experi-
ence.

Moreover, Kessler and Rother identified data suggesting that migration may generally
“weaken rather than foster democratic attitudes” (p. 151), a process which apparently is less
directly connected to the political system of the destination country, but much more influ-
enced by individual migration experiences. If testing for actual political participation or
civic engagement, the migration experience did not have an impact. Divided by destination



136 ASIEN 147 (April 2018)

countries, the picture becomes a bit fuzzy since in many cases the individual migration
experience and the level of freedom of a destination country’s political system do not
coincide. A couple of findings include the following: migration experiences were predomi-
nantly positive in Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, yet they did not result in acceptance
of authoritarian style politics; the highest rejection rate of authoritarian rule was found
among return migrants from Hong Kong; the lowest support of democracy was identified
among returnees from Japan.

Chapter 7 presents these and more outcomes of the study, which are probably best con-
densed in the more general finding that “it is less the political system as such than secure
labor rights in combination with the space offered for political action and personal freedom”
(p. 155) what is central to shaping political attitudes. | find it very convincing that it should
be the micro-level experience of politics (respectively its policy outcomes) rather than the
macro-level category of a political system that shapes the political attitudes and behavior of
return migrants. Naturally, this finding also represents a call to continue this line of research,
possibly in destination country-based case studies that could take into consideration with
more depth the various specific visa regulations and labor rights situations there. Kessler and
Rother with their study contributed a piece to the puzzle, and at the same time paved the
way for much more work that needs to be done at the intersection of migration and democra-
tization research.

Gabriele Vogt

Marie-Paule Hille, Bianca Horlemann, and Paul Nietupski (eds.): Muslims in
Amdo Tibetan Society. Multidisciplinary Approaches
Lanham et al.: Lexington Books, 2015. 306 S., hardback 105 USD; ebook 99,50 USD

With this edited volume of “The Studies in Modern Tibetan Culture” series, the editors of
“Muslims in Amdo Tibetan Society” present a significant contribution to Tibetan Studies,
especially for research on the Islam’s intersections with Tibetan society. It is a fascinating
book on the Tibetan-Muslim interactions in the eastern part of the Tibetan cultural area of
Amdo, which is nowadays divided among the two administrative Chinese provinces of
Gansu and Qinghai, an area which itself is already interesting due to its distinctive political
and religious heritage. The book presents nine brilliant case-studies on the so far rarely
discussed Tibetan-Muslim relation, by highlighting the religious, socio-political, linguistic
and historical diversity in Amdo.

The editors’ initial introductory chapter of this volume does not only give a good brief
overview of Amdo including its historical background and its various religious communi-
ties, but also gives a short introduction to each contribution. In a most honest reflection on
Tibetan and Chinese terms and concepts used throughout the volume, the editors present the
difficulties with multi-lingual terminologies, such as the applied kinship terms and the terms
for social affiliation with emphasis on the “rigidity of the minzu paradigm” (p. 5) In sum, the
substantial introduction sets out a valuable framework for the analysis of the Muslim—
Tibetan relation, brings a wealth of information and adds considerable value to the book.

Written with great lucidity and clarity, the first contribution by Yang Hongwei and Max
Oidtmann covers the so far unstudied topic of the xiejia (resthouses and their proprietors) of
Xunhua and its acknowledgement of the Qing’s legal system. This chapter brings light to the
link of the Muslim xiejia between the Tibetan and Qing court in terms of trade but not in



