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Rezensionen 139

keiten zu verschiedenen Kollektiven oder sogar die Tagesform die Konstruktion von Nor-
malitat beeinflussen.

Ein kritischer Punkt dieser Studie ist die Interviewsprache. Die chinesischen Interviewten
wurden auf deutsch oder englisch interviewt und nicht in ihrer Muttersprache. Gerade wenn
es um die detaillierte und teils unbewusste Konstruktion von Normalitat geht, ist es nicht
unbedeutend, diese mithilfe des gesamten Sprachspektrums zu verbalisieren, das nur in der
Muttersprache zur Verfugung steht. Die Autorin geht jedoch offensiv mit diesem Punkt um,
indem sie die positiven Seiten der Benutzung von Fremdsprachen fiir den Erkenntnisgewinn
(iberzeugend hervorhebt.

Obwohl das Thema zwangsldufig einen starken Praxisbezug hat, ist die Abgabe von ,,nor-
mativen Handlungsvorgaben* (S. 16) nicht das Ziel der Autorin, sondern gerade die tiefge-
hende Darstellung von Alltagserfahrungen. Sie lotet in dem Zusammenhang mithilfe
empirischer Belege auch die begrenzte Nitzlichkeit und Reichweite von klassischen inter-
kulturellen Trainings aus (S. 247). Nichtsdestotrotz kdnnte die Nitzlichkeit dieser Studie fiir
Praktiker vehementer betont werden. Das Buch kann in der Tat einen Bezugsrahmen fir
bestimmte Situationen oder Spannungsfelder darstellen, in denen sich angehende oder
bereits entsendete expatriates mit hoher Wahrscheinlichkeit wiederfinden werden. Doch
noch wichtiger ist sicherlich die Botschaft, dass der Alltag in einem deutschen bzw. chinesi-
schen Unternehmen eine stdndige, zumeist unbewusste — aber dennoch anstrengende —
Normalisierungsarbeit bedeutet. Dass daraus ein kompetenter Akteur erwachsen kann, steht
der haufig zu beobachtenden Uberzeugung entgegen, ein Opfer der (kulturellen) Umsténde
zu sein und génzlich ohne Handlungsoptionen zu sein.

Insgesamt hat Schreiter eine lesenswerte Studie vorgelegt, die mit detaillierten und situati-
onshezogenen Sezierungen deutsch-chinesischer Interaktionen und insbesondere mit dem
Umgang damit gldnzen kann. Das Buch ist fur wirtschafts- und sozialwissenschaftliche
Forschungen interessant und kann Praktikern in deutsch-chinesischen Kontexten wérmstens
empfohlen werden.

Constanze Wang

René Trappel: China’s Agrarian Transition — Peasants, Property
and Politics
Lanham: Lexington Books, 2016. 203 S., 71,35 USD

This book derives from the dissertation project of Dr. René Trappel. It concerns the question
of how commercial agriculture could emerge in China’s countryside, where the farmland is
still managed under the socialist collective ownership. The author argues that the Chinese
agrarian transition is a result of commodification of farmland in spite of the fragmented
property rights and the absence of a free market. More specifically, peasant differentiation,
rural politics and property rights contribute to the major institutional changes in agriculture
that remold the existing institutional constraints due to the collective ownership and acceler-
ate the emergence of commodification of rural land in China. Building on Polanyi and
Brenner’s notions, this research conceptualizes agrarian transition as “a historical shift from
small-scale peasant production to large profit-oriented operations of scale, i.e. all production
factors — including labor, land, and capital — need to be commodified (p. 24-25).” In
particular, historical institutionalism is applied as the theoretical lens to explore how the new
ideas on the role of the Chinese agriculture have affected institutional change and how this
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institutional change in turn has affected the behavior of actors related to agriculture (p. 30).
The author places an emphasis on the role of the state in constructing a modernized and
efficient agriculture. The state is not viewed as a power monolith, but rather as a fragmented
and hierarchical structure that shapes different behavioral logics of the central and local
actors. In addition to documents, newspapers and statistics, a lot of interesting insights are
made based on in-depth interviews with Chinese cadres in rural counties in Shandong and
Guizhou Province. In both theoretical and empirical explanations, the author not only refers
to academic debates in Chinese, but also adds interview materials with Chinese scholars. For
many readers, this comparative perspective can be very useful, because it helps one to find
the common ground based on which academic exchanges of a given empirical phenomenon
can be realized.

Through extensive interviews and first-hand documents, the author explores the hidden logic
of land transfers and the rise of Dragonhead enterprises in rural China. He contends that the
growing supply of farmland has been a result of the changing judgement on land value and
the increasing feasibility of land rentals to smallholders. In opposite to Hardin’s “tragedy of
the commons”, he suggests that the rental system of Chinese farmland demonstrates a
“tragedy of the anti-commons”, as the commodification of collective land practically splits
the property rights among competing actors whose power is unbalanced. The central and
local government discover the “anti-commons” as a very useful tool to realize agricultural
transformation. The center propagates successful projects of land transfers to nurture a
moral and ideological highland for rural modernization, and in order to “get things done”, it
further installs policy instruments to forge the local prioritization of policy implementation
in the way it intends. Rural peasants seem to be willing to rent their land to enterprises,
because with their limited property rights, it is one of the few options to profit. In this brief
review, it is difficult to do justice to René Trappel’s elaborated and extensive analyses on
the causality of commodification of Chinese farmland. The readership shall enjoy a more
detailed account in this excellent book with abundant interview narratives, official docu-
ments, local coaching materials, land leasing contracts and etc.

In spite of the empirical enrichment and theoretical contribution to agrarian transition, this
book demonstrates the strength of qualitative research based on process-tracing method.
Econometric students might judge the scientific value of qualitative research, as it neither
controls variables nor run placebo tests. However, small-N case study not only suggests the
correlation between independent variables and dependent variables, but also explains the
causality of them, i.e. how one factor is causal for the other. Dr. Trappel’s work presents the
causal mechanisms of commodification of farmland which evolves in the course of peasant
differentiation, property institutions and the triangle power relations in rural politics. These
insightful results could probably not be acquired just by the econometric models and the
starring numbers that are so eagerly desired by quantitative researchers.

Weijing Le

Edgar VoR3: Klimapluralisierung: Biindnisse mit der Zivilgesellschaft in der
chinesischen Klimapolitik
Wiesbaden: Springer VS, 2017. 337 S., 54,99 EUR; E-Book 42,99 EUR

In Zeiten, da in Europa heftig tiber das Ende des Westens gestritten und das autoritare China
mit seinem stabil und effizient wirkenden System halb anerkennend, halb warnend als



