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will go on, partially based on new developments within the region. After the colloquium, the
presentations of the individual participants will be updated and enriched, so that they can
appear in a conference-volume scheduled for mid-2018.

Thomas Engelbert

ASC conference 2017
Ko6ln, December 1-2, 2017

The 2017 conference of the Association for Social Science Research on China (Ar-
beitskreises Sozialwissenschaftliche Chinaforschung, ASC) was held in Cologne on Decem-
ber 1st and 2nd, 2017. An international array of scholars gathered to share their current
interests and present their most recent findings. The conference was opened with a keynote
address from Vivienne Shue (Oxford University); presented by Anna Ahlers (University of
Oslo). Shue situated nuanced detail of the Party’s governance project within a macro-
historical context of empire, and identified a number of implications that may impact social
and economic developments initiated in the Xi era.

In response, the first panel discussed current and emerging dynamics of governance in China
which characterize Xi’s leadership. Chen Xuelian (China Center for Comparative Politics
and Economics) addressed cadre evaluation and management, and its implications for
institutional changes under Xi’s innovative approaches to governance. Gunter Schubert and
Sascha Zhivkov (University of Tiibingen) explored the development of the Fujian Pilot Free
Trade Zone within the context of China’s traditional policy approach for experimentation.
Their findings provide an understanding of how economic innovation and experimentation
are being played out under a framework of top-level design. Shen Yongdong and Anna
Ahlers (University of Oslo) focused on the policy development of campaign-style negotia-
tions in international forums; centering on the dynamics surrounding discussions on air-
pollution controls at the G20 Hangzhou Summit. They identified positive residual policy
effects emanating from these campaign-style dynamics.

The following panel focused on population policy and the Chinese family. Bjorn Alpermann
(University of Wirzburg) provided a survey and interpretive analyses of Chinese policy
documents for population governance. He argued that, despite the abolition of the one child
policy, governmental policies directed to population control are still very much in evidence
and are being purposefully pursued. Luo Baozhen (Western Washington University) pre-
sented a macro picture of China’s care-economy from the perspective of feminist econom-
ics, and appealed for the construction of a social-investment state in terms of long term
social care. Birgit Hermann (University of Wirzburg) offered qualitative evidence on the
phenomenon of voluntary childlessness in urban China; an unanticipated and sensitive
outcome that emerged as a collateral result of China’s modernization project.

The third panel treated aspects of Chinese politics. Christian Goébel (University of Vienna)
and Chen Xuelian delved into e-governance in China; specifically, electronic petitioning.
Their research addressed the question as to why petitions are put online, and documented
how narratives regarding good and bad citizens are being constructed through this govern-
ance mode. The growing influence of advocacy groups as effective actors in policy making
was observed by Emina Popovic (Free University of Berlin). She investigated the role that
associations play in influencing environmental policy making and outcome, and identified
the technical nature of their impact on policy outcomes. Christoph Steinhardt (Chinese
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University of Hong Kong) identified a newly emerging pattern of claims-making within
China’s contentious politics, i.e. Environmental Public Interest Campaigns, basing this claim
on the comparative effectiveness of their public protest incidents for environment concerns
vis-a-vis other interest-groups.

The fourth panel centered on the creation of the welfare state in China. Tobias ten Brink
(Jacobs University Bremen) and Liu Tao (University of Duisburg-Essen) discussed the
social security program (dibao) and its formation through a synthesis of both domestic
factors and international influences. Armin Mdller (University of Gottingen) provided a
wealth of empirical observations on village doctors, elucidating the institutional impedi-
ments and difficulties that challenge them and their work. He concluded that even in reform,
the resulting chain of authority remains weak and leaves policies largely unenforceable;
providing a research opportunity to identify the causes. Mark Frazier (New School for
Social Research) reflected on urbanization and social policies and how they symbiotically
contribute to a hierarchical system of social citizenship adversely impacting migrant work-
ers in China. He pointed out paradoxes even in well intentioned social programs that subse-
quently worsen the status and protection of migrant workers in cities. Neil Munro
(University of Glasgow) researched the interpretation of the concept of “market justice” in
his comparative study of China and Russia. Through focus groups and interviews, he teased
out the difficulty of meaningfully applying that concept in either country.

The fifth and final panel addressed Chinese economic development patterns and modes.
Maximilian Dullo and Doris Fischer (University of Wirzburg) explored a cutting-edge
sector: drone tech firms in China. They found that it was the user community that was of
primary strategic importance for firms’ developmental sustainability. Marcus Conlé (Uni-
versity of Duisburg-Essen) presented research on the biopharmaceutical industry in China;
designated as a strategic emerging industry for the nation. Turning to less developed indus-
tries and economic zones, Carsten Holz (Hong Kong University of Science and Technology)
investigated economic development in West Sichuan. He examined whether and how
economic development in a depressed region can come about, and used a government
economic development program for the promotion of tourism as a case study.

Each presentation was followed by a discussant’s comments and lively debate. ASC 2017
concluded with remarks from the conference organizer, Felix Wemheuer (University of
Cologne).

Yan Zhe

Gender, Migration and Food: Women in Japanese Foodscapes in
Berlin and Diisseldorf
Freie Universitat Berlin, June 23, 2017

On 23 June 2017, the workshop “Gender, Migration, and Food: Women in Japanese Food-
scapes in Berlin and Dusseldorf” was held at Freie Universitat Berlin (FU). The workshop
was organized by Cornelia Reiher (FU) in collaboration with Nora Kottmann (Heinrich-
Heine-Universitat Disseldorf, HHU), bringing together Japan and China scholars with
students from both universities.

The event was rooted in a method course initiated by C. Reiher at FU Berlin. Against the
backdrop of the emergence of new “Japanese” food trends in Berlin in recent years, she saw
an opportunity to teach students ethnographic methods by asking them to conduct interviews
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