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gesamte Tagung wurde vortrefflich organisiert und kommuniziert. Die Fußstapfen des schei-
denden Sprecherteams sind groß, durch eine Verteilung der Verantwortung auf mehrere 
Schultern bestehen aber gute Aussichten, dass diese auch in Zukunft ausgefüllt werden 
können. Ein besonderer Dank gilt neben dem SprecherInnenteam auch den KommentatorIn-
nen für die konstruktiven und präzisen Kommentare sowie den vielen daraus resultierten 
informativen Gesprächen im Anschluss. 

Sascha Dolezal 

First GEAS graduate conference: Individual Agency in Institutional 
Contexts in East Asia 
Berlin, December 9–10, 2016. Organized by Byun You Kyung, Julia Gerster, Anselm Hup-
penbauer, Elena Korshenko, Eva Liias, Valeria Lotti, Lisa Melcher, Jan Niggemeier, and 
Daniela Simon, PhD-students of the Graduate School of East Asian Studies, Freie Universität 
Berlin.  
This graduate conference revolved around the question of how to reconcile individual agency 
and meaning with the more impersonal institutions we work with in our more theoretical 
reasoning. A thematically and disciplinarily wide variety of contributions came from young 
scholars in Korean, Japanese, Taiwan, and China studies. 18 contributions were arranged in 
six theoretically-themed panels over two days; Roger Goodman (University of Oxford) 
contributed the keynote speech. 
The conference started with two panels looking at how state and regulations interact with 
individual agency and how, vice versa, actors can influence state action. Here, contributions 
focused on the influences individuals in the middle of political hierarchies have on policy 
implementation and policy making, along examples of leadership and reform in a Chinese 
SOE (Wendy Leutert, Cornell University), reforms of politico-administrative relations in 
Japan (Arnaud Grivaud, Paris VII Diderot) and the role of NGOs in Taiwan’s recycling 
system. Furthermore, individuals’ strategies towards institutional frameworks were high-
lighted through studies on the role of Chinese ODI firms on regulatory reform (Matthew 
Stephenson, Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva), the 
influence of state-civil society cooperations in waste management during wartime Japan on a 
greater diversity in women’s social roles (Rebecca Tompkins, Leiden University) and coping 
strategies’ contribution to the persistence of China’s national college entrance examination 
(Isabel Heger, Freie Universität Berlin). 
Two panels with a more anthropological or cultural studies perspective asked how specific 
groups identify and position themselves vis-à-vis state and society at large. On the one hand, 
presentations focused on ethnic minorities, such as the construction of group-boundaries 
through language among Sibe elites in China (Ying Ding, University of Duisburg-Essen), 
differing strategies of political representation among the Japanese Ainu community (Roslynn 
Ang, New York University) and Korean–Chinese Academics’ positions towards nationalist 
discourses of the Chinese state (Aihua Li, Leiden University). On the other hand, transforma-
tions of norms, narratives and frames were approached along examples of the use of history as 
a nationalist tool in China (Urmas Pappel, University of Tartu), the reaction of Pakistani 
students at a Korean University to institutional, social and resource pressures by developing 
civil society structures (Julia Khan, Seoul National University) and the societal role of 
“reconstruction” processes in post-disaster Japan (Anna Vainio, University of Sheffield). 
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A more sociologically oriented panel revolved around the question of how society describes 
itself and thereby constructs an ideology that disguises inequality. Presentations in this panel 
showed how today’s participation in a rural Japanese community is determined by historical 
patterns of in- and exclusion (Kie Sananda, Humboldt Universität zu Berlin), how the social-
ly-constructed institution of unequal “higher education” in China determines students’ strate-
gic decisions and self-evaluations (Huijie Chu, University of Duisburg-Essen) and which 
aspirations China’s middle class holds in a context of uncertain livelihoods (Lassi Laine, 
University of Duisburg-Essen). 
Last but not least, papers in a panel on institutional change focused on the various, often 
unintended consequences of efforts to change the status quo. This can be seen in the diversifi-
ed impact of state efforts to formalize ragpickers in 1960s Korea (Hyojin Pak, Leiden Univer-
sity), in the emergence of a decentralized Hip-Hop scene in South Korea (Amos Farooqi, 
Korea University) or in the agency role of a female Korean spy during the Cold War (Sungju 
Park-Kang, University of Turku). 
In the keynote speech, Roger Goodman (University of Oxford) reflected on different concep-
tualizations of “the individual”, both among theoretical paradigms and as he encountered 
them in his own different research experiences. The central argument was that the under-
standing of the relationship between individuals and society, as well as representations of 
inclusion and belonging, are diverse and variable. Thereby, this speech highlighted the indivi-
dual, while most of the other contributions had focused on agency and institutions. 
The idea to let a conference in area studies revolve around a theoretical theme rather than a 
concrete topic was very well received by the participants. Without exception, the contributi-
ons presented empirical analyses of institutions and how actors or individuals relate to them, 
thereby shaping the grounds for fruitful theoretical exchange. Special thanks is due to the 
discussants who had an important role in highlighting the theoretical leitmotif within the 
presentations. 

Lisa Melcher, Jan Niggemeier 

CHESS Workshop 2016 
Wien, 19.–20. November 2016 
Chinas Umweltprobleme stehen seit Jahren im Zentrum medialer Berichterstattung und 
werden von WissenschafterInnen aus allen Disziplinen bearbeitet. Vom 19. bis 20. November 
2016 trafen sich auf Einladung von CHESS (China and the Environment in Social Sciences) 
internationale Forschende am Institut für Ostasienwissenschaften der Universität Wien, um 
die Rolle von Chinas Provinz- und Stadt- und Bezirksregierungen, verschiedener ziviler 
Akteure (ExpertInnen, Gemeinden, Nachbarschaften, LandwirtInnen) sowie Einrichtungen 
und Organisationen im Kampf gegen den Klimawandel und Ressourcenknappheit zu debattie-
ren. Die TeilnehmerInnen reisten aus den USA, China und ganz Europa an, um ihre For-
schungsergebnisse zu Wasserpolitik, Recycling und Müllbeseitigung sowie Energiepolitik zu 
präsentieren. 
CHESS ist eine Gruppe junger WissenschaftlerInnen, die sich mit Fragen von Umwelt- und 
Klimaschutz in China befasst. Das Netzwerk besteht seit 2013 und hat seither an mehreren 
Veranstaltungen mitgewirkt. Nach 2015 konnte bereits zum zweiten Mal eine Tagung in Wien 
im Rahmen von CHESS organisiert werden. 
Stargast war diesmal die chinesische Umweltjournalistin Wang Yongchen, die zu den Pionie-
rInnen des chinesischen Umweltaktivismus gehört und in den 1990er Jahren eine der ersten 
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