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Im letzten Panel des Tages, ,,Working conditions and workplace diversity”, wurde auf die
problematische Situation junger Arbeitnehmerinnen sowie die unethischen Einstellungs- und
Arbeitspraktiken ausgewahlter japanischer Konzerne hingewiesen (Kanno Haruki,
POSSE/Universitat Hitotsubashi). Das Panel schloss mit einem Vortrag tber den durch
Uberarbeitung verursachten Tod (karoshi) und mégliche Implikationen fir mehr Diversifizie-
rung im Beschaftigungssektor (Scott North, Universitat Osaka).

Tag zwei des Workshops beinhaltete das Panel ,, The global talents in Japan’s labor market*,
in dessen erster Halfte der Fokus auf Initiativen von Unternehmen, qualifizierte Arbeiterinnen
vor dem Hintergrund des japanischen Arbeitskraftemangels anzuwerben (Muranaka Aimi,
Universitat Duisburg-Essen), sowie auf den Erfahrungen indischer Unternehmerinnen und
Fachkrafte auf dem japanischen Arbeitsmarkt (Megha Wadhwa, Universitat Waseda) lag. Die
nachsten Vortrdge erdrterten einerseits die globalen und lokalen Arbeitsmarktnischen fur
europdische Arbeitnehmerlnnen in Japan (Milo§ Debnér, Universitat Doshisha), andererseits
die problematische Situation westlicher Frauen auf dem japanischen Arbeitsmarkt (Helena
Hof, Universitdt Waseda). Das Ende des Panels bildete ein Vortrag tber japanische Arbeit-
nehmerinnen in der Tschechischen Republik, ihre Arbeitsplatzkultur und die Internationalisie-
rung ihrer Unternehmen (Lenka Vyletalova, Sophia Universitat).

Im Panel ,,The cross border labor market” thematisierte der erste VVortrag grenziibergreifende
Praktiken von Zeitarbeitsfirmen als Herangehensweise, um des Pflegekréftemangels in Japan
Herr zu werden (Karen Shire, Universitdt Duisburg-Essen/Ochanomizu-Universitét). Das
Panel schloss mit einem Vortrag iber Wetthewerb und Performance von japanischen Zeitar-
beiterInnen (hakensha) im Ausland (Mitsuhide Shiraki, Universitat Waseda).

Das letzte Panel des Workshops setzte sich aus einem Vortrag tber das globale Ressourcen-
management multinational arbeitender japanischer Unternehmen (Franz Waldenberger,
Deutsches Institut fiir Japanstudien) und dem Wandel der Bedeutung von Arbeit fir japani-
sche Arbeitnehmerlnnen und Unternehmen (Nana Gagné, Chinesische Universitdt Hongkong)
zusammen. In einer abschlieBenden Diskussion wurden die Ergebnisse des zweitégigen
Workshops zusammengetragen.

Zum Rahmenprogramm des Workshops gehorte ein Besuch beim Verband der japanischen
Wirtschaftsorganisationen (keidanren), bei dem eine kleine Delegation aus Teilnehmerlnnen
einen tieferen Einblick in die Arbeitsweise und aktuellen Projekte des Verbands erhielt.

Auch das japanische Gegenstlick zum Hamburger Workshop im Sommer 2016 (Konferenzbe-
richt siehe ASIEN Nr. 141) bot erneut jungen Forschern und Forscherinnen die Mdglichkeit,
ihre Projekte vorzustellen und vom Feedback etablierter Wissenschaftlerinnen zu profitieren.
Er erwies sich als eine gelungene Fortfilhrung der Kooperation zwischen der Universitat
Waseda (GSAPS) und der Universitat Hamburg (AAI).

Vincent B. Lesch

Food Education in Germany and Japan
Japanese-German Center Berlin (JDZB), December 6, 2016

On December 6, 2016, scholars and practitioners of food education from Germany and Japan
gathered at the JDZB. The conference was organised by Cornelia Reiher (Graduate School of
East Asian Studies, Freie Universitat Berlin) with the aim of facilitating a deeper under-
standing of central concepts, institutional environments of food education, progress made, and
constraints and challenges ahead.
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In the first keynote speech, Aya Kimura (University of Hawaii at Manoa) evaluated Japan’s
national food education strategy from a feminist and food justice perspective, highlighting the
following issues: 1) food nationalism emphasising Japanese food as “superior”; 2) a monocul-
tural approach subsuming indigenous culinary traditions under “Japanese food”; 3) a gendered
approach portraying food work as women’s work; and 4) a lack of class perspective leading to
a disregard of food insecurity of the poor. The second keynote speech by Ines Heindl (Euro-
pa-Universitat Flensburg) discussed food and nutrition education in Germany. Lacking a
national strategy, there are a number of campaigns and federal states, such as Schleswig
Holstein, adopting their own “consumer education” strategy. She drew attention to the follo-
wing issues: 1) traditional thinking patterns of professionals hinder developing a national
strategy, and 2) a focus on the individual and not on society as a whole. The panels that
followed addressed many of the problems raised from theoretical and practitioners’ perspecti-
Ves.

In the first panel, Angela Hausler (Heidelberg University of Education) evaluated school
lunches in Germany. Introducing school lunches means a transfer of responsibilities from
parents to state institutions, which is viewed critically by teachers and parents. About ten
percent of schools serving lunch use it to convey sustainability issues. Jana Rickert-John
(Fulda University) analysed the efficacy of food communication strategies in Germany. She
identified the main obstacles to be moral communication, and a focus on knowledge transfer
rather than everyday practices. Tobias Gumbert (University of Muenster) discussed the role of
food education actors in anti-waste campaigns in Germany. He found a lack of discussion
about structural constraints behind waste issues and a need to focus on the production chain,
not only on consumers. Stephanie Assmann (Hokkaido University) presented three actors
involved in food education in Japan: the national shokuiku (food education) campaign, the
state organization Food Action Japan and the transnational Slow-Food network. They all
share a focus on the traditional family idea, while the first two also engage a nationalist line of
argument by striving for food security through rice. Takeda Hiroko (Nagoya University) drew
attention to political aspects of everyday food practice by locating shokuiku in the state
governance system in Japan. She highlighted the discrepancy between promoting food educa-
tion as a national movement and employing a food governance model that puts the onus on
individuals, most notably women. Altogether, the panel illustrated a diversity of actors, issues
and approaches to food education in Germany and Japan. Presentations discussed important
concepts for analysing food education like governance, sustainability, agency and food
movements.

In panel two, Megumi Haga (Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, MHLW) presented the
national shokuiku campaign from a nutrition perspective. Data collected by the MHLW in
national surveys revealed: 1) the average diet has become fattier in the last twenty years and
2) younger people follow a less diverse diet. The MHLW tries to address these problems by
developing guidelines and education programs for “healthy” nutrition. Mariko Nishizawa
(Consultant at Litera Japan), representing the private sector, addressed food safety as an
aspect of food education. In the triplet of risk assessment, management and communication,
the latter is largely absent in Japan. She called for more attention to risk communication in
order to meet people’s demands for advice. Takako Horita (Nutritionist in the City of Taketa,
Oita Prefecture) presented local food-related activities as part of rural revitalisation efforts in
Japan. They include school lunches and cooking classes to raise children’s interest in food.
Selvihan Kog (Consumer Schools Project, Deutsche Stiftung Verbraucherschutz) provided
insights into the “consumer schools” campaign in Germany. With its rather holistic approach,
it provides pupils, parents and teachers with food education to help children become informed
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consumers. It addresses four aspects of food: finances and consumer rights, nutrition and
health, media and information, sustainability. Overall, practitioners’ experiences revealed
difficulties in implementing concepts discussed by scholars in the previous panel in develo-
ping policies for food education and educating citizens about “healthy” and “proper” eating
behaviour.

Rounding off the conference was a roundtable discussion chaired by Cornelia Reiher, with
Ines Heindl, Aya Kimura, Selvihan Kog and Mariko Nishizawa as panellists. It addressed the
gap between scholars and practitioners’ perceptions as well as differences between Germany
and Japan. Aya Kimura clarified the difference between a positivist and a critical approach to
science; whereas the former sees information as facts to be communicated, the latter stresses
how facts are constructed against the background of ethical, financial and gender divides. The
conference concluded that there is a plurality of knowledge, practices and norms in food
education. It should serve as a starting point for further dialogue between scholars and practi-
tioners and, ideally, policy makers.

Florentine Koppenborg
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