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Symposium on Equality: Taiwan in Context
National Chengchi University, February 24-26, 2016

A joint symposium organised by the Vienna Center for Taiwan Studies, the Department of
Economic and Social History, University of Vienna, the Taiwan Studies Center at National
Chengchi University (NCCU) and the NCCU College of Social Sciences, recently brought
together researchers from these institutions to elaborate on the multifaceted issues of
(in)equality in both a Taiwanese and global context.

As the Vice President of NCCU, Wang Jenn-Hwan, emphasized in his opening remarks, the
workshop was part of a long-standing academic partnership between the two institutions. The
symposium, facilitated by the Austrian Science Fund and Taiwan’s Ministry of Education,
will be followed a year later by the Vienna Joint Seminar “Equality: Austria and Taiwan,” to
be held from February 27— March 1st, 2017.

In their respective keynote speeches, Susanne Weigelin-Schwiedrzik (Vienna) and Yih-Chyi
Chuang (NCCU) discussed the broad spectrum that an examination of issues of equality can
take, from equality in international relations on the one hand to inequality and economic
growth modelling on the other.

The first session then addressed improvement in economic equality, with presenters analyzing
Taiwan’s recent income distribution (Nancy Hsiao-Hung Chen, NCCU), scholarly action in
promoting aboriginal development (Ching-Ping Tang, NCCU), and political response to food
equality and safety in the aftermath of recent food scandals on both sides of the Taiwan Strait
(Martin Mandl, Vienna).

Through their studies on children’s health behaviour in rural China and on the endangerment
of Taiwanese aboriginal communities through environmental hazards, Yu-Hsuan Su (NCCU)
and Rosa Enn (Vienna) further broadened the view on the diverse aspects of (in)equality.

In the third session, Wan-Ying Yang and Mei-Chuan Wei (both from NCCU) presented their
gender-related research on the generational gap in role attitudes and in labour participation,
respectively. Astrid Lipinsky (Vienna) raised the question of inclusiveness of gender equality
vs. equality of men and women in legal and political texts in Taiwan and in the People’s
Republic of China, also reflecting on different cross-straits language developments, and on
the political sensivity of linguistics. Jiagu Richter (Vienna) analysed the excluding “gate-
keeping” implications of language requirements for migrant equality in Vienna.

The second day opened with a panel addressing the relationships between different ethnic
groups in terms of social equality. Frank T.Y. Wang (NCCU) described how aboriginal
societies in Taiwan are further marginalized by the state health system's rejection of their
traditional methods of home care. Sascha Klotzbiicher (Vienna) also evaluated inequality in
health research and policy, presenting evidence from Kazak herders in Xinjiang. And Alexej
Klutschewsky (Vienna) reported on the emancipation of certain population groups in post-war
Taiwan.

Agnes Schick-Chen (Vienna) then looked into the role the terms “rule of law” and “equality
before the law” played in the political narratives of China and Taiwan during the 1990s and
2000s, as these countries followed their quests for marketization (China) and democratization
(Taiwan). With statistical evidence from the city of Taipei, Tzu-Chin Lin (NCCU) returned to
the sphere of economic inequality by showing the importance of land ownership as a factor in
wealth inequality.

During the final afternoon, Andrea Komlosy (Vienna) offered prospects for global equality
based on her analysis of historical statistic data on inequality both between and within coun-
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tries. Philip Hsiao-pong Liu (NCCU) took participants to the Chinese Baoding villages in
Africa to review the marginalized conceptualisation of Sino-African agricultural cooperation
within the People’s Republic.

In their closing remarks, Wan-Ying Yang, Vice Dean of NCCU’s College of Social Sciences
and Hsien-Ming Lien, Director of NCCU’s Taiwan Study Center, again praised the successful
event and the fruitful long-term cooperation between their institutions. All participants agreed
to further and intensify this cooperation through a follow-up event, scheduled in Vienna for
March 2017. There, a two day symposium will continue and expand on the insightful results
from the Taipei event, this time putting equality in an Austrian context. More information on
the Vienna workshop will be available shortly on the Vienna's Taiwan Studies Center’s
homepage (tsc.univie.ac.at). Vivid discussions through all the panels, conference breaks and
dinners showed the need for intensified scholarly debate and exchange on the many faces of
inequality.

Preceding the two day February 2016 conference, the Austrian delegation took the opportuni-
ty to meet with Christian Fuchssteiner (Advantage Austria) and Albin Mauritz of the Austrian
Office Taipei, to address such topics as the commercial activities of Austrian companies in
Taiwan, the growing number of Taiwanese tourists to Austria, and the promotion of scholarly
and student exchange between the two countries. Braving exceptionally wet and cold weather
conditions during the final excursion to the towns of Jiufen and Ruifeng, participants could
enjoy more of the diversified landscape of the “Beautiful Island”. The coincidental commem-
orative events of the February 28 Incident held throughout Taiwan also provided a direct
reminder of its dark history of political inequality, exclusion and persecution.

Astrid Lipinsky, Martin Mand|
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