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Sicherheitssystem der Naben und Speichen zukiinftig erhalten bleiben werde.
Demnach mache die USA als Nabe je nach Bedarf Politik mit wechselnden Partnern
wie der EU, Russland, China, Japan oder Indien, den so genannten Speichen.

Der zweite Workshop befasste sich mit der Rolle Chinas in einer zusammenwach-
senden asiatischen Wirtschaftsregion (Dr. M. Schiiller, GIGA), dem wirtschaftlichen
Kraftemessen zwischen den USA und der Volksrepublik (Emrah Camli, OAV) so-
wie dem Einfluss Japans auf die regionale Integration Asiens (Prof. Dr. V.
Blechinger-Talcott, FU Berlin).

Abgerundet wurde die Tagung durch einen Roundtable, in der das Tagungsthema im
Hinblick auf die Konsequenzen fiir Europa diskutiert wurde. Nach Einschétzung des
Botschafters Dr. C. Nunn spielten beim asiatischen Kraftemessen nicht nur die ge-
nannten Grof3michte entscheidende Rollen, sondern eine weitere Vielzahl von Ak-
teuren wie Indien oder Russland. Europa miisse vermehrt Konzessionen eingehen,
wodurch insgesamt der Einfluss zuriickgehe. Neben der Ausgrenzung aus wichtigen
regionalen Organisationen, sei die EU vermehrt darauf angewiesen, lediglich Frei-
handels- ohne gleichzeitige Partnerschaftsabkommen abzuschlieBen. Im Gegensatz
zu dieser kritischen Selbsteinschitzung betonte W. Niedermark (BASF) die globale
Wirkungskraft und wirtschaftliche Stiarke der EU, die sich keineswegs verstecken
brauche, und er schloss mit dem Appell, dass die EU in Zukunft enger zusammenar-
beiten und Kompetenzen der Aulenwirtschafts- und Sicherheitspolitik nach Briissel
verlagern solle, damit Europa auch weiterhin eine wichtige Rolle in einer sich glo-
balvisierenden Welt spiele. Dr. G. Wacker betonte zum einen, dass die EU kein Si-
cherheitsakteur in Asien sei, aber gerade das wirtschaftliche Engagement zur Einbe-
ziehung dieser Dimension zwinge, und konstatierte im Weiteren einen Trend zur
Renationalisierung. Um diesem Trend entgegenzuwirken schlug Wacker vor, dass
diejenigen EU-Staaten mit den kontréarsten Positionen eine gemeinsame Linie erar-
beiten sollten. Insgesamt wurden in der abschlieBenden Diskussion die unterschied-
lichen Positionen weiter kontrovers diskutiert, wobei immer wieder auf die Schwie-
rigkeit einer einheitlichen Auflen- und Sicherheitspolitik hingewiesen wurde.

Malte Drewes

Summer School “Cultures of Consumption in Asia and Europe”

Cluster of Excellence “Asia and Europe in a Global Context”
Heidelberg University, 24.-29. Juli 2011

“Cultures of Consumption in Asia and Europe” was the title and topic of the summer
school organised by the Cluster of Excellence “Asia and Europe in a Global
Context” at Heidelberg University from 24 to 29 July 2011. The summer school
included over 20 students from a dozen countries, who enjoyed lectures and discus-
sions headed by scholars from a range of disciplinary backgrounds, including cultu-
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ral and economic history, the social sciences and anthropology. The aim of the four-
day programme was to gain a transcultural understanding of cultures of consumption
and to explore the ways in which consumer goods and cultural frameworks of con-
sumption have provided crucial interfaces of entanglement between Asia and Europe
in a global context.

The opening keynote lecture “Why America Spends While the World Saves” was
held by Prof. Sheldon Garon (Princeton University). He focused on the histories of
saving, consumption, and credit in the U. S., modern Europe, Japan, and other Asian
nations. He pointed out the differences and similarities of mass consumption and
saving between Europe and Japan on the one and the U.S. on the other hand. Adop-
ting a transnational-historical perspective, he argued that the similarities in savings-
promotion across the globe resulted from international exchanges of knowledge on
how to organise prosperous, powerful nations.

In the session “Introducing Novelty Consumables”, Prof. Francoise Sabban (Paris)
gave a talk titled “A New Consumption Pattern — Drinking Milk in Shanghai (1845-
1945)”. By tracing the consumption of milk in Shanghai from the nineteenth century
onwards, she explored the origins of contemporary food practices in China. Before,
milk only played a role as a nutritional supplement for the fragile and sick but was
never produced on a large scale. In the late nineteenth century, the production of
cow’s milk was imported into the foreign settlements of big cities, such as Shanghai,
mainly for the consumption by foreigners. Over the time, it became a popular prod-
uct and was consumed mostly by wealthy Chinese people.

In the following lecture, Prof. Anjali Roy (IIT Kharagpur) asked the question “Why
is Bollywood Making a Song and Dance about Bhangra?”. She explained how
Bhangra, a traditional Punjabi harvest rite, became removed from its original cul-
tural context and transformed into national dance music, becoming an important part
of modern Bollywood cinema. For Anjali Roy, the contemporary Bollywood film is
a metaphor for a globalised India characterised by the ethic of consumption as well
as for the image of a new India, selling itself to an American consumerism.

The morning session of the second day “Gender Images and Consumption® was
opened by Dr. Mio Wakita (Heidelberg). In her talk “The Locus of Multiple Desires:
Women in Yokohama Souvenir Photography”, she investigated images of Japanese
women in post-1880 Meiji souvenir photography. She focused on the social and
cultural statuses of female models, the mediality of photography and female visibil-
ity. She examined earlier views of women’s statuses in these photographs as com-
mercial products, consumed by western males which cater only to the western ex-
pectation of and desires for “exotic” Japanese things. In addition, she embedded
these images in the context of Japanese visual culture and looked into the making of
images of Japanese femininity in Meiji souvenir photography.

Under the title “The Future pf a Modern Woman or Man? Gender Images in German
Tobacco Advertisements”, Prof. Katja Patzel-Mattern (Heidelberg) examined the
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construction of gender images in German tobacco advertisements, especially during
the decades between the 1920s and 1930s and the 1950s and 1980s. She stated that
the generations of meanings transported by these images are highly conditioned by
the media but give at the same time a deep insight into the historical context of
Germany during these periods.

“Global Patterns of Consumption” was the topic of the next session. Jun.-Prof.
Joanna Elfving-Hwang (Frankfurt) gave a talk on “Cosmetic Culture and the Prac-
tice of Aesthetic Surgery in South Korea”. She addressed meanings and practices of
cosmetic surgery in South Korea and showed how decisions to undergo aesthetic
surgery are influenced by a number of different, sometimes contradictory, and often
intersecting factors, which are implicated in both the prevalence of surgery and the
types of surgeries practiced.

Moving beyond a traditional focus, that the process of socio-economic integration in
the Pacific Ocean during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries was driven by
Western European nations and the United States, Robert Hellyer (PhD, Wake
Forrest) presented an alternative view on trade and demand in this area. In his talk
“The West, the East and the Insular Middle: Consumption and the Integration of the
Pacific, 1750-1880”, he traced the influence of reciprocal consumer demands with a
focus on forest and marine products.

The session “Contemporary Shifts in Consumption” was opened by Manpreet Janeja
(PhD, Cambridge) with a talk on “Eating and Not-Eating in South-Asia (and Be-
yond)”. She focused on consumption as a mundane practice as explored through
social anthropological accounts of food and eating in South Asia and beyond. She
linked issues of agency, place, hospitality, and ownership to a new field that places
food as an “artefact” at the centre of its inquiry, using Bengali, Hindu, and Muslim

eating habits in India (Calcutta) and Bangladesh (Dhaka) and school meals in Britain
as examples.

Next, Prof. Seungsook Moon (Vassar) spoke on “Consumer Culture and Changing
Attitudes Toward Hegemonic Masculinity in South Korea”. She explored the inter-
play between experiences of mandatory military service and consumer culture in
shaping the masculinity of South Korean men. The focus was laid on men in their
20s, who have grown up in industrialising and democratising Korea because this
group has developed ideas and practices of masculinity which are significantly dif-
ferent from those of former generations.

In the last session, “Reflecting on Japanese Consumer Culture”, Angus Lockyer
(PhD, SOAS, London) talked about “Golf Clubbing in Modern Japan”. He raised
questions about how we do and how we might think about and study consumption.
Along with these questions, he pointed out some potential avenues in which one
might find stories of consumption that can account not only for the imagined con-
sumers of Europe but the consuming practitioners of Asia as well.
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By following the “Flow of Beer to East Asia”, Prof. Harald Fuess (Heidelberg) ex-
plained how German beer found its way to Japan and became one of the world’s
most popular beers during the last century. In this process, he argued, imports and
foreign-owned companies were gradually replaced, a highly concentrated market
structure for beer emerged, a mass market for beer consumption with a high social
tolerance for drinking alcoholic beverages was created, and beer markets were en-
larged through the inclusion of previously ignored consumer groups, such as
women.

The last day of the summer school was reserved for various group activities, organ-
ised by Anna Andreeva (PhD), David Mervart (PhD) and Dr. Mio Wakita
(Heidelberg), to summarize interactively the findings of the previous days. Con-
sumption and consumerism were discussed, focusing on the tension between con-
ceptualisation, cultural settings, agency, meaning, transformation, actual forces and
concrete case-studies, as well as on their moral, psychological, political and eco-
nomic vocabularies and languages.

The summer school, organised by Prof. Harald Fuess and David Mervart (PhD),
received very positive feedback from the participants. Many were very enthusiastic
about the variety of topics discussed. The evening programme, which included a
guided tour through the old town of Heidelberg and a visit to the German Packaging
Museum, was also very much appreciated. These informal excursions provided
excellent settings for further social exchanges between the participants. The next
summer school of the Cluster of Excellence “Asia and Europe in a Global Context”
will be held in July 2012.

Tine Trumpp

Civil-Military Relations in Chinese History
- Universitdt Leipzig, Ostasiatisches Institut, 05.-06. August 2011

Zivil-militdrische Beziehungen von der Antike bis zur Republikzeit bildeten den
Gegenstand einer durch die DFG geforderten internationalen Tagung, die im August
am Ostasiatischen Institut der Universitdt Leipzig stattfand. Gegenwartsbezogene
Untersuchungen zivil-militirischer Beziehungen beziehen sich oftmals auf die poli-
tische Kontrolle der militdrischen Macht. In einem gréferen Rahmen, der auch den
historischen Dimensionen des Gegenstandes gerecht wird, dient die Erforschung
zivil-militdrischer Beziehungen dazu, Austauschbeziehungen, Wechselwirkungen
und Akkulturationsphdnomene zwischen Militir und Gesellschaft zu kennzeichnen.

Im Eréffnungsvortrag stellte Huang Pumin (Beijing) den historischen Prozess der
Trennung von ziviler und militirischer Sphédre in der Zhou-Zeit (ca. 1122-256
v.u.Z.) dar. Dabei wurde deutlich, dass durch den Wegfall der Riten als beide





