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Abstract

This paper attempts to elucidate the meaning of famous places and historic sites (meisho
£81 and kydseki I835) in NO. As a key to this issue, in chapter 1-3, we will analyse the
dramaturgy described in Zeami's (1itfi#5) treatises, Sando (=ji&) and Fishi kaden (RZ1E4z),
where he explains how waka (f1#k) and Chinese poems (kanshi #5¥) mentioning famous
places should be used in N6. In the chapters 4 and 5 we will examine the NO play
Takasago (&4, written by Zeami) as a case study. It becomes evident that Zeami regarded
famous places and historic sites as crucial elements, and that he situated them
strategically near the climax, at the end of ha sandan (f = ). In addition, a close reading
of Takasago confirms that, in accordance with the words in his treatises, waka containing
famous places and historic sites not only appear at the climax, but they serve also to
define the theme and the emotions of the characters. As this paper is focusing on the one
NoO play Takasago, it is impossible to generalize its findings at this point. Further study of
this kind is needed to decide whether these characteristics apply to all of Zeami's NG
works and to the canon of the more than 200 NoO plays. It is clear, however, that most of
the NO plays are characterized by the use of meisho and kydseki, and that they are an
indispensable part of their structure.
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