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Abstract

Recently, China has seen a rapid growth in the number of international stu-
dents enrolled for higher education. In this context, new challenges have
emerged in the field of teaching Chinese as a foreign language: practically,
students are in urgent need of improving the ability of Chinese for academic
purpose; theoretically, there is a dearth of research regarding to the academic
style of Chinese as well as in its related domains of teaching and testing. This
article firstly gives a clear definition of the term Academic Style of Chinese
and offers an explication of its features. Then, from the perspective of the
backwash effect of foreign language test on language learning and teaching,
it discusses the necessity of a Chinese proficiency test specifying an academ-
ic style. The article also gives a discussion of the possibility of developing
and implementing the test.

Keywords: Academic style of Chinese; Chinese proficiency test specifying
an academic style; Chinese-German perspective; CFL
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