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S5TH EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON MODERN SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES,
IEIDEN, 12. - 16. JULI 1976

Die alle zwel Jahre stattfindende Konferenz ist inzwi-
schen zu einer Institution geworden. Auf bescheidene, eher
informelle Anfédnge 1964 in Heidelberg und 1966 in Herrenalb
folgte 1968 in Cambridge und 1970 in Helsingdr der take-off
into self-sustained growth (1). Wenn auch die Tagungsorte
wechselten (1972 Heidelberg, 1974 Sussex), Form und Inhalt
blieben fortan gleich, so daB angelsdchsischer Konferenz-
stil und historische Perspektive einander wirkungsvoll er-
génzen und den tragenden Rahmen auch fiir dissonante Dispute
und kontroverse Neuansdtze abgeben konnten.

Wie 1974 in Sussex (2) waren es auch diesmal in Leiden
wieder die Historiker aus dem englischsprachigen Bereich,
die am meisten Papiere beitrugen. Und wie in Sussex war es
auch diesmal nicht gelungen, die Beitrige zu einem strin-
genten Programm um wenige Fragestellungen zu verdichten.

Aus verschiedenen Griinden sehe ich das nicht mehr als einen
besonderen Mangel an, sondern fasse die Konferenz als das
auf, was sie inzwischen doch wohl vornehmlich ist: eine
Mela, die einen guten Uberblick iiber Neuprodukte erlaubt und
den informellen Kontakt zwischen weltweit verstreuten Mit-
gliedern spezialisierter Fertigungsbereiche wirkungsvoll
vermittelt. Wo sonst kann man in wenigen Tagen weit mehr als
hundert Kollegen aus den folgenden Ldndern treffen: England
(31), Holland (30), BRD (15), USA (14), Frankreich (10), Di-
nemark (9), Indien (7), Schweden (4), DDR (3), Yugoslawien
(3), Schweiz (2), Ungarn (2), Canada (1), Italien (1), Au-
stralien (1), Norwegen (1), Tschechoslowakei (1), Irland (1).

Einen gewissen Eindruck von der Vielfalt der gegenwidr-
tigen Forschungsinteressen vermittelt die folgende Liste
der Referenten:

Social Anthropology I (Chairman: S.N. Mukherjee)

Pierre Amado (Paris), Tradition and Modernity in India:
The Example of a Pilgrimage to the Ganges, Kumbha Mela.

Antonio Marazzi (Milano), Private and Public: Cultural
Tradition, Social COrganization and Daily Life in a Tibetan
Community in Northern India.

J.Michael Mahar (Arizona, USA), Connubium and Culture: the
perpetuation of Village Religious Art in Northern India.

Communal Groups (Chairman: Afzal Igbal)

Joyce Pettigrew (Belfast), The Influence of Urban Sikhs on
the Development of the Movement for a Punjabi-speaking
State.

Indu Prakesh Pandey_(Schwalbach), Social and Political
Conditions of the Sia Muslims of Gangaull as depicted in
the Novel Adha Gav - Published in 1956 by Akshav Prakashan,
Delhi - by Masum Raza Rahi.
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John Eade (London), Ideology and Identity among Indian
Muslims: the Case of Calcutta's Bengali Muslim Middle
Class.

Economics I (Chairman: E.W.Hommes)

Gilbert Etienne (Geneva), Some Indian Villages and Dis-
tricts Resurveyed 1963/64 to 1975: Economic Growth and So-
cial Issues.

Indira Rothermund (Heidelberg), A Political Profile of
Women in a Coal-Mining District: Urban-Rural Dichotomy.

David Feldman and Alain Fournier (Norwich), Social Rela-
tions and Agricultural Production in Nepal's Terai.

Margaret Haswell (Aylesbury), Rural Poverty: Constraints
upon the Human Resource Endowment in the Malaysian Economy.

Political Economy (Chairman: Detlef Kantowsky)

David Potter (The Open University, Milton Keynes), Politi-
cal Economy and the Nature of the State in India: A Preli-
minary Consideration Based Mainly on an Illustration from
the United Provinces, 1946.

B.J.S.Hoetjes (Rotterdam), Parties, Factions and Judges:
the Politics of the Corruption Inquiry, Bihar 1967-1970.

J.F.J.Toye (Cambridge), The Growth of Public Expenditure
and the States.

B.S.Baviskar (Sussex), Factional Conflict and the Congress
Dilemma in Rural Maharashtra.

John Martinussen (Aarhus), The Public Sector in Indian In-
dustry: Contribution to an Analysis of the Procurement of
Common Material Conditions of Capitalist Production.

Biplab Dasgupta (Sussex), India's Political Economy: an
Analysis of its main Components.

Metropolitan Rites (Chairman: A.M.Shah)

Kenneth A.Ballhatchet (London), Race, Sex and~€lass under
the Raj, 1887-1905.

Bernard S.Cohn (Chicago, USA), The Durbar of 1877: an
Indo-Anglo Ritual.

Authority and Kingship in South Asia (Chairman: John
Richards)

Ravindra Jain (New Delhi, India), Kingship, Territory and
Property in Pre-British Bundelkhand, Northern Madhya
Pradesh.

Members of the A. & K. Group will present some results to
a joint session of the conference and the A.& K. symposion.

Social Anthropology II (Chairman: Madeleine Biardeau)

Brenda Beck (Vancouver, Canada), The Role of Women in a
Tamil Folk Epic.
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Dennis McGilvray (Cambridge), Caste, Matri-kinship and
Bodily Substance in Eastern Sri Lanka.

Ursula Sharma (Keele), The Veil as a Symbol of Separation
and Conjunction of the Sexes.

Social Anthropology III

Marc Gaborieau (Paris), Some Specific Features of the Kin-
ship System of Muslims as Compared to the Kinship System
of the Hindus, a Case Study of the Kinship System of Mus-
lim Bangle-Makers of Central Nepal.

Gérard Toffin (Pa Nfls), Le si ka bheay, "Festin de la Téte",
chez les Newar (Nepal)

The Politics of Mass Contacts (Chairman: W.H.Morris-Jones)

Dick Kooiman (Amsterdam), Jobbers and the Emergence of
Trade-Unions in Bombay-City.

D.A.Low (Canberra, Australia), The Congress Mass Contacts
Committee 1936.

Dagmar Bernstorff (Munich), Telengana Regionalism: Struc-
ture and Method of a Mass Movement.

Gordon Tamm (Copenhagen), The J.P.Movement and the Con-
gress System: The FPolitics of FPeripheral Capitalism.

Ashakant Nimbark (Oakdale, USA), Mass Media of Communica-
tion and South Asia's Massive Problems.

Economics II

John Hurd II and Kenneth C.Young (Eastern Michigan Univ.,
USA), The Supply and Demand for Railroad Services in
India 1882-1939.

Morris David Morris (Univ. of Washington, USA), Diet and
Some Nutritional Problems in Contemporary India.

Hans Christoph Rieger (Heidelberg), Floods and Droughts,
the Himalayas and the Ganges FPlain as an Ecological System.

Staffan Chrling (GSteborg), a) Prerequites of Community
Development: Examples from two Villages in Sri Lanka, b)
A Strategy Proposal for the Development of Traditional
Village Communities in Sri Lanka.

Henrik Schaumburg-Miller and Gordon Tamm (Copenhagen),
Development and Underdevelopment in Karnataka, Some notes
on the relation between rural economy, industrial develop-
ment and the formation of the State in Karnataka (India).

Political Idioms of Different Socio-Economic Groups
(Chairman: Theodore Wright)

Maren Bellwinkel (Heidelberg), Saints, Ideologies and Po-
litics: Rural and Urban Variants.

Harald Tambs-Lyche (Bergen), Social Significance of Hindu-
ism: Some Ideas Based on Material from Saurashtra, India.
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Horst Kriiger (East Berlin), Beginnings of Socialist Think-
ing in India.

Ethnicity and Islam (Chairman: Bernard Cohn)

Afzal Igbal (Stockholm), The Contribution of Maulana Mo-
hamed Ali to Muslim Politiecs in India.

Asaf Hussain (Manchester), The Politics of Ethnic Nation-
alism in Pakistan.

Theodore P.Wright Jr. (Albany, USA), The Ethnic Numbers
Game in India: Hindu-Muslim Conflicts over Conversion,
Migration and Birth Rates.

Political Analysis of Social and Cultural Performance
(Chalrman: D.A.Low)

Peter Schreiner (Tiibingen), Literary Nationalism in Ban-
kim Candra Cattopadhyaya's Novel Anandamatha.

K.Nambi Arooran (Madras, India), Music and Nationalism in
Tamil Nadu.

Anita Diehl (Lund), E.V. Ramaswami Naicker-Periyar: A
Study of the Influence of Personality on Social and Po-
litical Development, Outlines and Extracts.

Michael Roberts (Heidelberg), Ethnic Conflict in Sri Lan-
ka: Barriers to Accomodation.

S.N.Mukherjee (Oxford), Bhadralok in Bengali Language and
Literature: an Essay on the Language of Class and Status.

Hervorzuheben ist, daB die Konferenzteilnehmer der Ver-
suchung widerstanden, sich ein festes organisatorisches Ge-
flige, etwa in Form einer Gesellschaft fiir gegenwartsbezoge-
ne Slidasienforschung zu geben. Besonders die Kollegen aus
den USA trugen mit ihren freimiitigen Berichten iiber entspre-
chende Erfahrungen daheim dazu bei; wobei iibrigens klar wur-
de, daB die "European Conference on Modern South Asian Stu-
dies" in den Vereinigten Staaten ein ganz auBergewShnliches
Ansehen errungen hat.

Weiterhin also, mindesten jedoch bis zur nédchsten Ta-
gung, 9.-13.7.1978 in Paris, wird die Konferenz die Insti-
tution sein, die iliber die Einladungs- und Teilnehmerlisten
die gegenwartsbezogenen Silidasienwissenschaftler in Europa
verbindet. Anmeldungen und weitere Anfragen sind zu richten
an: Marc Gaborieau, C.E.I.A.S., 54 Boulevard Raspail,

75006 Paris.

Schon in Leiden hat man sich fir 1978 auf die folgen-
den Themenschwerpunkte geeinigt: a) The South States in In-
ternational Politics. b) Ritual and Society. c¢) Nutrition
and Health Services in South Asia. d) Fundamental Relations
in Contemporary Hindu Society. e) Christian Missions and
Indian Society. f) Islam and Economic Activity and Develop-
ment in Modern South Asia. g) Science and Technology in
Indian History. h) Literature and Oral Tradition in Post-
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colonial South Asia: Functions and Forms. i) South Asian
Communities Overseas. k) Labour History of Pre-independent
India. 1) The Nature of State Power in South Asia. m) Tribal
Communities in Modern South Asia.

D. Kantowsky

Anmerkungen
1) Vgl. Internationales Asienforum Vol.1 (1970), pp.493.

2) Vgl. Internationales Asienforum Vol.5 (1974), pp.539.



