Nidan: International Journal for Indian Studies
Volume 8, Issue 1. July 2023.

Editor

Deepra Dandekar

Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin, Germany
deepradandekar@gmail.com

Editorial Team

Review Editor: Westin Harris
University of California, Davis, USA
wlharris@ucdavis.edu

Editorial Advisor: P. Pratap Kumar,
Emeritus Professor, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
penumalap@ukzn.ac.za

Editorial Board Members

Ajaya K. Sahoo: University of Hyderabad (India)
Antoinette DeNapoli: University of Wyoming (USA)

Anup Kumar: Cleveland State University (USA)

Arun Jones: Emory University (USA)

Chad Bauman: Butler University (USA)

Corinne Dempsey: Nazareth College (USA)

Ehud Halperin: Tel Aviv University (Israel)

Goolam Vahed: University of KwaZulu-Natal (South Africa)
Jon Keune: Michigan State University (USA)

Jyoti Atwal: JNU, New Delhi (India)

Knut Jacobsen: University of Bergen (Norway)

M. Claveyrolas: CEIAS, Paris (France)

Martin Baumann: Universitat Luzern (Switzerland)

Michel Clasquin: University of South Africa (South Africa)
Ramdas Lamb: University of Hawaii (USA)

T.S. Rukmini: Concordia University (Canada)

Yoshitsugu Sawai: Tenri University (Japan)

Editorial Office
68165 Mannheim (Germany)

Layout
Deepra Dandekar

Frequency

Nidan: International Journal for Indian Studies is a bi-annual academic journal (2 issues
per year) that focuses on Indian studies broadly including the Indian / South Asian
diaspora. Nidan is an inter-disciplinary and cross-cultural journal that encourages
scholarship on Indian history, society, culture, religion, philosophy, politics, economics
and geography among other aspects. All article/papers published in Nidan are the
views of its authors. Editors and members of the editorial board are not responsible for



views expressed by authors. At the same time we discourage hate speech and
unwarranted personal attacks. All papers are subject to rigorous peer review. Nidan
offers free access (Open Access) to its content, in line with the basic assumption that
the free public availability of research benefits a worldwide exchange of knowledge.
Users can read, download, copy, print, distribute, link and use the articles published
here for any legally compliant purpose without having to obtain the prior consent of the
publisher or the author. However, users must acknowledge the author and the
publisher in such legally compliant use. All contributions are published under the
Creative Commons licence CC-BY-SA 4.0. Nidan is additionally distributed by ATLA
so that it reaches larger audiences. We also encourage our contributors, and editorial
review board to share Nidan publications wherever appropriate with interested
readers, and request our contributors further to link their Nidan publications with
ORCID IDs. Nidan is placed outside corporate and profit-based publication houses. We
value creativity, and collaborative learning process that might provide space for critical
academic reflection.

In case you are interested in making a submission to Nidan, please either follow the
submission guidelines provided on the journal homepage (https://hasp.ub.uni-
heidelberg.de/journals/nidan/about/submissions), or send a short abstract of not more
than 250 words along with title to Deepra Dandekar at deepradandekar@gmail.com

This journal is published under the Creative Commons Attribution License

CC BY-SA 4.0.

Ay HAase

STUDIES PUBLISHING

Published at Heidelberg Asian Studies Publishing (HASP), 2023

Heidelberg University / Heidelberg University Library
Heidelberg Asian Studies Publishing (HASP),
Grabengasse 1, 69117 Heidelberg, Germany
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/imprint

Text © 2023, the authors

The electronic open access version of this work is permanently available on the website
of Heidelberg Asian Studies Publishing: https://hasp.ub.uni-heidelberg.de

ISSN: 1016-5320
e-ISSN: 2414-8636



Nidan: International Journal for Indian Studies
Volume 8, Issue 1. July 2023

Contents Page

Editor’s Preface: A New Beginning 1
Deepra Dandekar

Retrospective: My Journey with Nidan: 3
Looking Back and Looking Forward
Pratap Kumar Penumala

Introduction: Ontologies of Relational Space 10
in South Asia
Venugopal Maddipati

Research Articles

From Ram Tirath to Valmiki Tirath: The 15
Making of Valmiki Religious Identity in Amritsar
Yogesh Snehi

Region as a Mnemonic: Rumour 41
and the Republic Day in Nattika firka
K.V. Cybil

Negotiating Spaces for a Shared Social Existence: 59
Blurred Boundaries of Ek-sharan-naam-dharma

in Assam

Snigdha Bhaswati

“When in Rome do as Romans do”: 72
Experiencing Kullu as a Swangla Migrant
Yaminie Sharma

Mansions of the Gods and Visions of Paradise 88
Pushkar Sohoni
The (Im)possibility of Winning the Untouchables: 100

Ambedkar, Gandhi, E. Kannan,

and the Depressed Classes
Movement in Colonial Malabar

Anish Kizhakkentaparampil Kunjukunju

Beyond Reformism: 124
Chhatrapati Shahu and Hinduism Reimagined
Surajkumar Thube

Remembering Sharmila Rege 145
Anagha Tambe and Swati Dyahadroy



Book Reviews

Ehud Halperin’s “The Many Faces of a
Himalayan Goddess: Hadimba, Her Devotees,
and Religion in Rapid Change”

Mrinal Pande

Anirudh Deshpande and Muphid Mujawar’s

“The Rise and Fall of a Brown Water Navy:

Sarkhel Kanoji Angre and Maratha Seapower

on the Arabian Sea in the 17th and 18th Centuries”
Johnson Odakkal

Francis Xavier Clooney’s “Saint Joseph

in South India: Poetry, Mission and

Theology in Costanzo Gioseffo Beschi’'s Tempavani”
Jason Keith Fernandes

Kalyani Devaki Menon’s
“Making Place for Muslims in Contemporary India”
Deepra Dandekar

Paul Joshua’s “Christianity Remade:
The Rise of Indian-Initiated Churches”
Herman Tull

160

168

174

177

183



