Tagungsberichte

Die Rolle der Frau ist derzeit in Ost
wie in West einem Wandel unterworfen.
Dabei gibt es Gemeinsamkeiten wie
Unterschiede. So scheint beispielsweise
eine offene Diskriminierung der Frau in
Deutschland und Europa kaum mehr op-
portun, wahrend sie in Korea noch an
der Tagesordnung ist. Und das, obwohl
gerade in diesem ostasiatischen Land
eine ausgesprochen aktive Frauenbewe-
gung existiert, wie sich in der akribisch-
kritischen Aufarbeitung und Dokumen-
tierung des Zwangsprostitutions-Unwe-
sens wihrend des Zweiten Weltkriegs
oder im Kampf gegen die Benachteili-
gung von Frauen in Familie und Beruf

zeigt.
Dennoch erscheint die Ohnmacht der
progressiven Krifte in der Frau-

enbewegung auf beiden Kontinenten evi-

dent und veranderungsbediirftig. Nicht
zuletzt sind sie - insbesondere in Asien -
deshalb geschwicht, weil es dort eine
enge Interessenkonvergenz und Koope-
ration zwischen Politik, Beamtenschaft
und Industrie gibt, die partizipatorische
Ansitze kleinzuhalten trachtet. Dem
muB durch die Starkung der Zivilgesell-
schaften engagiert entgegengewirkt wer-
den.

Dem asiatisch-europdischen Forum im
Oktober in Bangkok gelang es leider
nicht, bereits eine groBe NRO-Gegen-
konferenz zum nachsten ASEM-Gipfel
(April 1998) vorzubereiten, da es die-
selbe aus Mangel an Finanzen wahr-
scheinlich gar nicht geben wird.

Die europdisch-asiatischen Beziehun-
gen sollten kiinftig in groferem MaB als
bisher von nicht-Gkonomischen Zielen

und Inhalten bestimmt werden, wie:
Schaffung von sozialer Gerechtigkeit,
Verbesserung der Lage von Frauen, Ent-
wicklung von unten und Erhalt der
Umwelt.

Die Veranstaltung in Soest iiberzeugte
mit eloquent-brillianten Referenten, in-
teressiert-sachkundigen Teilnehmern und
intelligenten Arbeitsergebnissen sowie
Zielformulierungen, den europiisch-
asiatischen Integrationsproze - nicht
zuletzt auf Ebene der NROs - sozial,
okologisch und kulturell voranzutreiben.
In Trier wird es voraussichtlich im Ja-
nuar 1998 eine Fortsetzung geben, dies-
mal mit dem Schwerpunkt "ASEM und
nachhaltige Entwicklung".

Bernd Basting

International Assistance towards Peace

Vom 12. bis 14. November veranstalteten 'Dienste in Ubersee' und die 'Evangelische Akademie Loccum' eine internatio-
nale Konsultation zum Thema "International Assistance towards Peace. The contribution of the churches' development
services to conflict prevention and peace building".
Neben der Situation im siidlichen Afrika, den Liindern der sogenannten 'Great Lake Region' (Burundi, Kongo, Kenia,
Rwanda, Tanzania, Sudan und Uganda), Guatemala und Mexiko wurde auch die Lage in Sri Lanka erortert. Dazu legten
die beiden Referenten S. Balakrishnan ('Movement for Interracial Justice and Equality'/'Movement for Constitutional
Reforms', Colombo) und Walter Keller (Siidasienbiiro im Asienhaus, Essen) das nachfolgende Arbeitspapier vor, das wir

im Original veroffentlichen:

"During the past 40 years there have been
numerous initiatives (civilian, religious and
at a political level) - more than 20 from 1957
- from 'inside’ and 'outside' Sri Lanka to
achieve a negotiated settlement to the multi-
ple ethnic conflict in that country. But all the
initiatives were largely an ad hoc reaction to
the needs of that particular moment to be
followed by the next one in response to a
new set of conditions and imperatives.

So Sri Lankas polity has been (and still is)
in an acute and deepening crisis for more
than two decades. A viable way out of this
crisis requires far reaching reforms in the
political structures. The failure to solve the
ethnic question, the prevalence of political
violence, the decline of democratic instituti-
ons and practices, and the authoritarian
tendencies of the state point to the fact that
the existing political structures have become
obsolete and incapable of accommodating
new democratic demands.

The crisis had been made manifest over
the past decades in a variety of ways: long
periods of rule under emergency regulations
that bypassed the normal procedures of de-
mocratic legislation, the use of the emer-
gency for purposes of normal governance,
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the denial and/or restriction of democratic
rights including the rights of free expression
at both political and cultural levels, violati-
ons of human rights of such magnitude that
has attracted the concern of international and
UN human rights organisations and, serving
as the basis for the maintenance of the situa-
tion of emergency, an ethnic conflict that has
resulted from the denial of democratic rights
to the minority ethnic groups - a conflict that
has reached the level of a civil war. Violence
has become a part of political practice used
by state as well as opposition forces. It has
been used to silence political opposition and
to suppress dissenting opinion.

The ethnic conflict is a crucial and central
factor in the decline of democracy. Its ori-
gins lie in a number of factors aimed to en-
sure the monopoly of the majoritarian rule
by denying the political rights to equality and
equal participation of the minority ethnic
groups. Tamil ethnic groups were the first to
protest against these practices and ultimately
some sections of the Tamil polity took up
arms against the majoritarian state in order
to realize Tamil ethnic aspirations. This ar-
med conflict is at the centre of the Sri Lan-
kan democratic crisis today.

We think that before going into more de-
tails as far as initiatives of civil conflict re-
solutions are concerned, the nature of the
conflict and its escalation during the past 15
years have to be layed out in brief.

Ethnic Conflict

Sri Lanka is and has been a multi-ethnic
and multi-religious plural society. The Sin-
halese form 73 percent, Ceylon Tamils 12
percent, Indian Tamils 7 percent and Mus-
lims 7 percent of the total population of appr.
18,5 Million at present. There are other
smaller ethnic minorities too, among them
the Veddhas, the original inhabitants of the
Island.

The Sinhalese (mainly Buddhist) and
Ceylon Tamils (mainly Hindus) are living in
Sri Lanka for centuries. Ceylon Tamils were
historically inhabiting the northern and
eastern provinces, the Sinhalese were pre-
dominantly inhabiting the other regions. The
'up-country' Tamils were later in the second
half of the 19th century taken by the British
colonial rulers from South India to the Island
in order to establish coffee and tea plantati-
ons.
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