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By the end of July, 1999, the conflict between the Sri Lankan
security forces and the LTTE seewed to be entering a phase in which con-
centration would be on the control of the Jaffna peninsula, with heavy
casualties predicted on all sides. Referred to by the CEYLOV DATLY VEWS of
the 2204 July as 'Vadamarachchi II', the confrontations in northern Sri
lanka seewed set on a path on no return, vhile hopes of any sort of nego-
tiations or of s ceasefire seened to recede into the distance. The indis-
criuinate destruction of 1ife and property in the Vorth ani Fast continued
vith no respite for the civilian population of these areas.

Tn the wake of this "war' between the state and the ITTR, ‘which 1s
stretching on to its seconi month now, comes an unprecedented wave of Ais-
placement of persons‘ (A,7N in the Yorth-Fast Provinces, at the last
count, on 24th July) accompanied by the growing polarisation between the
A1€ferent ethnic cowwunities living in the island ani hurgeoning 'patriot-
isn' and "nationalism’' leave little space for seeking a democratic and
negotiated settlement to the conflict in Sri lanka.

The blowing up of the causeway at Elephant Pass (the narrow passage
of land that linked the Jaffna peninsula to the mainland) on the 20th July
has 4e facto created an island out of Jaffna. Within the peninsula, the
Sri Lankan security forces are caught within their camps - awong others,
at the Jaffna Fort, the Yarainagar Vaval Base and the Palaly Air Port -
but the transp
pered, On the 25th July, the SL Air Force destroyed the Xaraitivu ferry

t of reinfor s and supplies has been gravely han-

line as wvell, by aerial bombing, thereby virtually bringing to a halt all
vehicular traffic between the Jaffna peninsula ani the mainland, By the
28th July, the security forces were engaged in a hattle to capture terri-
tory in and arouni the Yilinochchi-Mankulam area in the north of the
Wrthern Province, A curfew was declared in this area from Monday 23rd
July to the Friday the 27th, as a part of this operation. The Jaffna
peninsula itself was the target of attacks from air and sea. The war waged
on in deaily earnest, as we enter August 1999,

A1l accounts reaching Colombo from the Vorth and Fast make it clear
that the SI. security forces are meeting with stiff opposition at most
points in their military operations to curb the LTTE. In many aprts of the
Yorth-East Province, it seems that the security forces control major trunk
roads, vhile the LTTE's guerilla forces are very much present in the areas
immediately outside this area.

On the 19th July 1990, the Minister of State for Defence, Ranjan
‘L jeratne, issued an official statement that 440 members of the armed ser-
vices had been killed in action since the 1lth June 1990, with over 430
listed as nissing - 315 Police officers and 113 Army men. The figures of
LTTE casualties number over 1000 according to SL security force figures,
vhile the number of civilian deaths in 'unknown'.

Yowever, reports coming in from persons nowv housed in refugee
welfare centres in the Yorth, Fast and Vorth-Central Provinces point to
the fact that indiscriminate shelling and serial bombing by the SL secu-
rity forces have led to widespread destruction of property and lives in
the Yorth-Fast.

Speaking in Parliament during the debate on the motion to extend
the Fmergency, “Mr.tTuganeswaran, P for Vanni District, mentioned several
instances where civilians had been killed in Batticaloa and nther parts of
the Pastern Province mince the conflict began. According to his sources,
on the 13th July, there was a mass arrest of over 37 Tamil youths in the
fatticaloa town; on the following 4ay, 22 bodies wera found smonldering on
8 pile of used tyres, recalling the horror of the killings of youth in the
south of Sri Lanka in the second half of 1999, Among the hodies identified
vas that of Mr. ¥. Thangavadivel, an Assistant Director of Plannning and
Tmplementation at the Batticaloa Yachcheri; he was a former student of the
'Iniversity of Jaffna and a well-known street theatre artiste, Tt was also
Teported that three or four bodies were to be found at the bridge in
Xallady, as a daily occurence, while Batticaloa hospital sources said that
each day, over 10 persons suffering from severe injuries caused by shell-
ing vere adnitted for care, with s specially large number of women being
found among then.

Mr. Thivyanathan, P for Amparai District, alleged that armed
groups associated with the SLMC were also involved in the killing of Tamil
persons in the area; this was in adiition to the killings done by the
armed forces. We esaid that he had proof that on the 27th June, 49 persons
were arrested at Veeramunai ani shot ani hurned to death at Valattapiddy,
vhile on the same day, 25 bodies were founi burning in Yalmunai. Tn the
Sawmnanturai area, 32 burned bodies were found {n Thalayanthottam, and 72
more boiies vere found, covered with hay, at Vintavur MDivision S. Tn addi-
tion, he quoted the RRC correspondent as having seen 32 skulls in the
Babuji Tce Crean Parlour in Xalmunai. The T.E.1,0, said that they have
listed 657 'disapperances’ so far in the past six weeks in the ¥irth and
East,

In Yalwunai, the President of the Cisizens' Committee, Mr. S. Kana-
pathipillai, a very well<known poet (writing under the pen-name of
Paniiuran) from Pandirippu and a person who had appeared on the platforms
of the PFLT (the political party created by the LTTE) at its inception,
was killed along with his older son, 24 years of age. Another of “r. Kana-
pathipillai's sons is missing.

In Valaichchenai too, the President of the Citizens Committee, Mr.
Jeyarajasinghan, was shot and hacked to death. :

On the 23rd July, hundreds of mothers from Pandirippu, a Tamil
village situated in a predominantly Muslin area near ¥alwunal in the Fast,
orqa‘ntsei a 4ay of 'shramadiana’ (volunteer lahour) to rebuild, a Budihist
shrine that had heen destroyed, with the participation of people from all
three cowmmunities. As a prelinminary act, they decided to go in a oroces-
sion to the STF, quartered at the Yalwunai Rest Souse, to reqister a plea
on behalf of a large numher of youth, mostly students and officer workers,
who had been taken into custody by the STF in the previous week, This
4emonstration was set uponby the STF and brutally disversed.,

Tn Bakkiella, in the Eastern Province, there were reports that tom-e
housés belonging to Tamils had been burnei down by the armed forces; some
refugees in a camp at Bakkiella had also been sttacked; there were cor-
plaints of rape as well as of looting, in the course of this attack.

Reports of arrests and harassment of Tamil yo;:th in other parts of
the country continued to come in. The Ps of the FDF who visited Detention
Centres at Boossa an1 Pelawatta reported that over 100 youths frowm the
plantation areas were presently in detenion in these centres. From “onera-
gala on the 21st July‘ came a report that Tamil workers on Xumarawatta
Estate hal been attacked and had sought refuge in a nearby school. Two
4emonstrators at the niversity of Peradeniya, “Mr. Ajith Devadasan and one
other, were reported to have heen taken into custody while travelling from
Peradeniya to Yandy (a 4istance of ahout 3 miles) on a motor cycle on the

of July. There is no news ahout them from that point onwards. Seven
students of the "miversity of Peradeniya who were reported to have been

* taken into custody from a bus whila travelling from Jaffna to Randy were

‘missing’ for several 4ays; on the 22n1, it was reported that they wvere in
detention at Va "a; it was later found that there ‘is a detention centre
at Ya Ma, at wvhich the TCRC was reported to have detected cases of ill-
treatment of detainees, mostly Tamil youth.

There were also reports of mass 'cordon and search’ operations in
Trincomalee, from the 15th July onwards for several days.

One of the wmost disturbing features of the conflict in the past six
weeks has been the creation of an unprecedented number of 'displaced’ per-
sons vithin the North-East Province and the severe difficulties faced by
the civilian population of these areas due to the almost total disruption
of transport, cowmunication, power ani water supplies, medical facilities
and other basic necessities for carrying on with their daily lives.

The numuber of displaced persons at present adds up to over 520,200,
wvho are presently housed in hundreds of refugee welfare centres set up all
over the North, Faat and Yorth-Central Provinces. In addition, the break-
down of transport, communication and civilian administration structures in
mny parts of these areas has le1 to large pockets of the country becoming
‘inaccessible’ to welfare and state agencies.
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The coordination of sll relief efforts by the Cowmissioner of Fssen
tial Services, Mr. Charitha Ratvatte, has meant that supplies of food,
medical suoplies, housing material, clothing ani1 mo on wera reaching those
in the mafor towns in the Fastern and Vorth-Central Provinces. "nwever,the
transport of supplies to the smaller camps outside the mafor towns remain-
el a problem. For example, in Amparai town itself, the situation was said
to be "not so severe', but there were scarcities of many essential itewms
in Yalmunai and Sammanturai; there was a general lack of transport, and
the ITTE was said to be levying a 'road tax' of Rs. 200/~ one way for a
vehicle on the road between Amparai and Yalmunai.

Batticaloa town was said to come to life each day for a few hours
in the morning, but by noon, the town would be deserted and in the grip of
a "self-imposed’ curfew. After repeated requests for a meeting with the
Coordinating Officer for the area made by the Citizens' Committee of Batti
caloa had been ignored, they had to seek the intervention of the President
himself to make such a meeting possble; the first meeting between the
Citizens' Committee and officials of the SL secutiry forces was held on
the 20th July 1990,

First-hani reports of the situation in ‘annar came in to Colombo on
the 11th of July, when a Catholic priest, the Rev. Fr, Pancras, returned
from a relief mission to the area. Placing his life at grave risk, riding
on top of a lorry at one voint, acting as a look-out man for the driver to
warn him ahout the approach of helicopters, Rev., Pancras had visited over
15 centres where over sb.rm refugees were housed on the mainland of the
Mannar District. He reported severe food n;uorngen and a lack of water as
creating major problems there. Persons he spoke to had complained of being
victims of indicriminate shelling and bombing fron the Army Camp at
Thalladi; villages such as Adampan, Mantai and Vattakkandal had been most
affected.

Mannar island had been cut off from the mainland from late June.
Reports account for over 35,000 persons stranded there, with no water and
with food in short supply. Yowever, large contingents of persons were
also saii to be leaving the island by boat, risking bombardment by air and
by the Vavy, to make their way to South India or at least to Pesalai on
the mainland of Sri Lanka.

The Rev. Prmanuel was one of seven ‘priun to come out of the
Jaffna peninsula on the 1l4th July, bearing with them several documents
from the heads of religious organisations in Jaffnas, appealing for a cease
fire and a negotisted political solution to the ethnic conflict.

According to their accounts of the situation in Jaffna,many persons
llvldg in the town of Jaffna itself had evacuated the area close to the
Fort in particular prior to the heavy shelling in early July, vhich had
destroyed the centre of the town almost completely. Civilien casualties at
that stage were less than anticipated, due to the prepardeness of the
populace, "owever, indiscriminate shelling and particularly firing from
the air and sea had taken a heavy toll of 1ife and property since that
time, For example, he said that on Saturday 14 July, 6 civilian deaths
were reported due to a bombing atack on Jaffna town, while on the 13th a
bomb fell on the Home for the Aged run by the Yoly Cross Society and six
persons were injured,

There were severe shortages of food an1 water, as well as of fuel
and medical supplies. The Jaffna Seneral Hospital had heen almost com-
pletely destroyed by bombs. Banks kept open for an hour each day on some
days of the week but business ani financial transactions were curtailed as
a result of the situation.

The main thrust of the Rev. Ewmanuel's presentation to concerned
persons in Colombo was that despite the pronouncements of state officials
to the effect that this was not a war against the Tamil people of Sri
lanka but merely a war against the LTTE, in fact the situation was giving
the Tamil people a message with the opposite effect. The simile he used
was that of using a hawmer to kill a mosquito'. Through its actions, in
particular of neglecting to ensure that the people of Jaffna were supplied
with adequate food, water and other essential items and facilities to help
them survive during the time of conflict, the feeling generated among the
Tamil people was that the Sri Lankan state was.penalising them - the
ordinary Tamil people - as a part of its war against the LTTE,

An example cited by the Rev. Pmmanuel was. that of the practice of
at firing at all moving vehicles from the air, even those bearing white
flags, vhich had led to a large numher of civilian casualties,

The fact that the civilian aiministration had also almost ceased to
function in Jaffna has le1 to a further complication of the situation,
with the people having no authority to turn to, in order to seek solutions
to their problems.
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In Anuradhapura District, there were reported to be over 15,000
persons seeking relief and assistance, in over 30 centres set up in dif-
ferent places in the NDistrict. These persons mostly belonged to Sinhala
and Muslim communities, and had fled there from villages in the Trinco-
malee, Mulaitivu and Mannar aress, such as Xuchchaveli, Trakkakandu, Puda-
warikkattu (Sagarapura). In addition, there were over 69 villages in the
Anuradhapura District, where the villagers had not abandoned their homes
but vhere they were reduced to dependence on state relief because of the
Aisruption of their daily 1life Aue to the conflict situation.

Tn Parliament on the 20th July, Mr. Xuganeswaran presented the fol-
lowing figures with regard to the numbers of persons Aisplaced as a conse-
quence of the present conflict :

DMstrict approx, Yo, of persons
Jaffna 292,
Vavuniya 50,0
Mannar 65,900
Batticaloa 25,000
Trincomalee 107,920
Pollonnaruva 50
Amparai 40,000
Moneragala 600
Anuradhapura 10,300

However, as reported by SEDEC, the Catholic Relief Organisation
that is working in the Refuee Welfare Centres in the North-Central and
Eastern Provinces, these figures are subject to fluctuation, with particu-
larly the Muslim and Sinhala persons moving towards the southern areas.

There wvere also reported to be Muslim refugees from Mulaitivu,
Jaffna and Mannar who had travelled to Puttalam ani were housed in various
Centres there.

Most of the persons who were seeking refuge had been the victims of
indiscriminate attacks by the security forces on villages in the Yorth and
Fast, in the course of their operations against the ITTE, Tn addition,
there were reports of Tamil shops and homes heing set on €ire in many
areas; even the town of Vavuniya, which is a large one, was said to have
suffered considerable damage, while 70 Tamil houses were said to have been
destroyed by fire in Manampitiya in the Pastern Province.

In addition to water and food shortages, the scarcity of medical
supplies and medical attention had led to a number of deaths - for example
due to snake bite of rabies - in Vavuniya, Mulaitivu and Omanthai. Almost
all the state hospitals and dispensaries had ceased to function from early
July, and the Government Medical Officers' Association (GMOA) in fact has
reported that over 27) of its members have heen abducted by the LTTE since
the outbreak of fighting in mid June 1990,

Further aggravating the situation, wost areas of the Vorth and East
have been deprived of electricity and water services, telecomwunication
and postage facilities for over one month now; Banks have remained closed
for the greater part of the period, creating tremendous hardship among the
people vho subsist on remittances from abroad.

The barriers placed on transport, in particular in travel of
persons from the north, is another factor that is creating a great deal of
hardship and resentment among the civilian Tamil population. Yhile there’
is no official 'ban' on travel, the situation in the north is such that
any moving vehicle is liable to be fired upon from the air. The fuel
shortage, as well as the risk factor, is leading to a steep increases in
prices charged for travel, And even if one undergoes the trauma and risk
of travelling through scruhland hy foot and on hicycle and reaches a trunk
road to the south, there are security checkpoint at which again one can he
cross-examined, harassed and even detained. Such incidents of harassment
and detention have been reported in particular at points between Vavuniya
and Anuradhapura.

The situation regarding the sending of supplies to the Vorth and
Fast is another case of 'too little, too late', it seeas. In the first
week after the outbreak of the conflict, news began to filter through from
the north regariing severe food and fuel shortages. Yet, the official
stand was that there were plenty of stocks of food in those areas. What
was not clarified was that although there were stocks of food in the
stores, there was no vay of distributing it to the consuvers.

Tt was only on the 12th July that lorries of food andi other essen-
tial items were Adispatched to the Eastern Province; 12 lorries left for
Vavuniya on the 13th July; there, they were off-loaded ani the food loaded
onto lorries that had come there from Jaffna; frow there on, under the
purviev of the ICRC, the convoy of lorries made their wvay to Jaffna,
reaching there on the 15th; on their return, on the 19th .July, the convoy
was attacked ani one lorry 4Ariver hurt. ™e 1amage tw 4~ Flanhanr Pasn



Causesvay has hamnered any further movemwent of eupolies to the Vorth. Twn
ship lovds of essential {tews vera sent to Talaimannar on the 19th .Tuly,
Yat, accoriing to the Rev. Pwmanuel, to feei the people within the Jaffna
peninsule alone would require 49 lorry-loads of fool ver day.

On the 17th July, the government of Sri lanka signed a status agree
ment with the International Committee of the Red Cross; this is an agree-
ment wvhereby the legal framevork necessary fon the g}lnting of privileges,

iwwunities and facilities to the ICRC is created.

Folloving on this, on “Monday 23rd, confirwed reports said that the
government hal granted permission to the TCRC to set up two large refugee
cawps in Mannar ani Vavuniya; work had already cownsenced on this project.

The situation createi in the Tndian arena, particularly with many
reports of the rapid influx of refugees from Sri Lanka to the south of
Tniia - on the 10th July, All Tndia Radio reported 15,200 refugees having
fled to South India since the current outbreak of fighting - was a major
factor in these steps taken by the state mainly to contain the crisis with
regard to the out-flow of refugees to Tndia.

The killing of 76 Muslims in Onnachchimadam in the Eastern Province
on the 15th July was followed by reports of Tamil/Muslim clashes in other
areas of the Eastern Province, for example in Kattankudy, Xalmunai, Pandi-
rippu and Periyaneelavanai. Tamil villagers in these areas were reported
to have fled their homes for fear of reprisal attacks by Muslims. Subse-
quent to this, STF camps were set up in Onnacchimadam, as well as in Akka-
raipattu, at the Yalwunai Rest Wouse, at Taraitivu (where previously the
population had faced many difficulties due to the presence of the Sinha
regiment), Tirukkovil ani Potuvil among others. This served to further
complicate the situation.

Between the 23r4 and the 26th July, 48 Sinhala villagers, men,women
and children were killed in various parts of the Fastern ani Vorth-Central
Provinces - Tammanna Plawaka (in Medawachchiya), Vaan Fla Nya (in Trinco-
malee), on the Maduru Oya Right Rank and in Tamminna (in Pollonnaruwa).

At the site of the massacre of 22 persons in Flawaka, it was reported that
people found leaflets said to be from the "Black Nravidian Movement' in
all three languages. This has led to a further cry for the strengthening
of security for Sinhala villagers in the area, as well as for the arming
of more volunteer 'Home Suard’ units.

On the 31st, the SLMC MP for the Vanni District, “r. Abu Bakr re-
ported that 12 Muslim villagers had been killed in what he feared to be a
reprisal for the killing of Sinhala villagers in the Elawaka area;hundreds
of Muslim villagers were reported to be leaving the area out of fear,
creating a new wvave of refugees.

Another very disturbing feature of the present situation has been
the increase in reports of bodies turning up in certain areas of the south
after a brief period of respite from such activities. From tandy it was
reported that over 20 bodies had been found in and around the town, and in
Peradeniya (7 bodies in Mahawatta, a small village ajacent to the "niver-
sity campus)during the first two weeks of July, Similar reports were
available from the south, particularly from areas in the deep south such
as Ambalantota and Wambantota. Two bodies had been found in Bundala on the
19th July; a vegetable trader in the Ambalantota market had been abducted
that week as well, Six persons were reported to have been abducted from
Matara in the first week of July; On the 27th, newspapers reported that 15
persons had been massacred in a village near Moravaka in “atara. The use
of T 56 guns in this killing led to suspicion pointing at the JVP, but in
most of the other cases, those killed were said to be JV® memhers wvho had
returned to their villages after the situation had meemel to be 'normal’.
Reports on Suniay 29th that there were several burned bodies found on the
roadside in Mundalama (on the Chilaw/Puttalam road) only served to confirm
the opinion that the terror in the south was not yet over. And reports of
Tobberies and, in one or two places, disruptions of power supplies to the
south, are further indicators of the fact that the situation in the south
is far from secure or 'normal', Tt seemed that the state too was taking
these signs of the resurgence of the JVP seriously; as early as the Sth
July, all Police Stations were issued with orders to 'shoot on sight' to
quell any incidents of rioting, looting or violence in areas outside the
Vorth and Bast. The fact that none of the basic issues related to the
social or economic 4;velop~en: of the southern Provinces have been addres-
sed by the state in the past months means that the objective conditions
that led to the creation of the JVP in those areas remain unchanged; in
ed1ition, the present "war' in the Vorth-Fast could serve to vindicate the
JVP'q 'patriotic' stance. On all counts, the prevailing situation could
provide a very fertile hackground for the JV” to return to the nolitical
arena as the standard-hearers for the new ohase of the 'patriotic’ war,

which is now being endorsed by the state and by alwmost all the onposition
groups as well.

The role played by the media in building up a 'war hysteria’ cannot
be down-played in the present situation. The DIVAYIVA, in particular, the
Sinhala daily which has in the past had a reputation for fostering racia-
1ist tendencies, has been putting out multi-coloured front page stories of
the war in the Vorth-East, panied by
soldiers and so on. The newspapers in general also give a great deal of

s of acts of heroism of

publicity to the Vational Defense Fund and to all the various efforts made
by different groups and individuals to collect contributions to the NDF,
In every office or institution, private or public, ewployees have
more or less been compelled to donate a day's wages to the YOF; From Rat-
malana came a report from a factory worker who dared to 'éu'ry' such com-
pulsion; he found himself yanked out of bed in the early hours of the

morning and thr d with a gr
glorifying the 'patriotic security forces' and took the lead to collect a
day's wages from his colleagues. Even school children have been pressuri-
sed to donate the cost of their mid-day meal to the NDF,

death unless he put up a banner

There is special emphasis on all manner of religious ccrnqn!u
being performed to invoke blessings on the armed forces; even Buddhist
wonks -~ who are dedicated to a philosophy that is non-violent in its very
essence - are shown blessing soldiers about to set out to the battlefield;
this image in enhanced by references to the ¥ing Nutugemunu who ventured
out to battle with Buddhist wonks at the head of his troops.

The divergence of the newspapers in reporting the conflict in the
North and Fast in all its complexities 1s another disturbing factor; a
comparison of the Sinhala, Fnglish and Tamil Aaily newspapers of any given
4ay will confirm that they report from diverse angles; the Sinhala and ’
Fnglish newspapers for example, in reporting the debate on the motion to »
extend the Emergency in Parliament, did not mention the various allega-
tions of civilian killings made by the “Ps of the Vorth and Fast Provinces
in the course of the debate. Thus, in general, the Sinhala and English
reading public remain unaware of the extent of human misery being under-
gone by fellow citizens in the north and east of the country and only find
thenselves driven to embrace the myth that 'every Tamil is a Tiger'.

All statements issued by non-governmental and human rights organi-
sations, both in Sri Lanka and abroad - for example the statement issued
by a number of Furopean Y50s linked to Sri lanka, such as NORAD, VOVIB and
the British Refugee Council, the statement issued by a number of human
rights groups such at the MDDR, MTRJE and Devasarana Development Centre,
the statement issued by Women for Peace - calling for a halt to the con-
flict an1 a return to the process of negotiations, have been hlacked out
by the 4aily Sinhala ani English press; only the Tamil 4aily, the VFFRA-
YESARI, has consistently carried such statement and declarations. Tf one
were to rely on the Sinhala and English newspapers alone, the country
wiould seem hell-bent on annihilation of the ITTE, and totally unconcerned
about the consequences of such a policy on the civilian population of the
North and Fast of the country.

With the introduction of two Amendments to the Provincial Councilc
Bill on the 7th July, the North-EBast ®rovincial Council was dissolved on
the Sth July; only the SLMP, the TULF and the Liberal Party protested this
move, On the 9th July, the President made a statement that he was prepared
to negotiate with the LTTE only in the presence of international observers
but in fact no steps have been taken to initiate such a process up to the
end of July 1990.

In a statement said to have been issued in London on Friday July
13th, the PFLT (the political party of the LTTE) also made it clear that
they would not consider running in the elections for the North-East Pro-
vincial Council when they were held; the statement made it clear that the
only solution the LTTE held possible in the present ¢ircumstances was the
creation of a federal system in Sri Lanka.

After some delays and disputes, a delegation consisting of members
of the SLFP, the SLMC and the 'NP went to India on the 15th July, to v
clarify the situation to the Indian state and to opposition groups. This
step was taken in the light of growing concern in Tn4ia regarding the con-
tinuation of the conflict and the steady influx of Sri Iankan Tamils as
refugees to the south of Ind1ia. Although the initial proposal hai been to
seni the delegation to all SAARC countries, up to date no further plans
have been announced.

Six Tamil political parties - the F°RLP,. FON®,  DINTE, TEIN, TN F
an1 TIF have been holding 4iscussions with the state regarding possible
solutions to the ongoing conflict. "lowever, except for reassurances from
the President that all steps would be taken to safeguard the civilian
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population, nothing concrete has been achieved. FROS, which in the begin-
ning attempted to play a mediatory role in the conflict by becoming a line
of contact between the LTTE and the state, withdrew its Ps from Parlia-

ment on the 23rd July and has remained outside the process from that point

the actual conflict; Sri lan. security forces are engaged in a wultitude
of operations in the Yorth and Past to gain control of territory that is
now outside their purview; the ITTE for its part seems also to want to
continue fighting; there seem to be no overtures from either side towards
on. any fporm of a negotiation or ceasefire; the displacement of persons goes
A general overview of the situation at the end of July, 1990, would on, with the numbers approxiwating 601,7); a general 'war hysteria' ore-
lead us to the conclusion that : there is growing polarisation between the vails. Tn short, August 1990 seens to contain more of the save - human
Sinhala and Tamil cowmunities, as well as between the Tamil and Muslinm
comnunitiies, in all parts of the island; there is no sign of any halt to

Statements on Sri Lanka

misery and suffering - for the Sri Lankan people.

GUARDIAN

August 1, 1990

U.S.

In Sri Lanka, the welcome
winding down of the bloody
insurgency by the revolutionary
JVP has tragically given way, in
recent weeks, to renewed fighting
between Sri Lankan security for-
ces and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam. We laud the Sri
Lankan government’s offer to re-
sume talks to end the fightingand
encourage the Tigers to accept it.
We have long believed that mino-
rity grievances must be addressed
by peaceful means within the
framework of a sovereign Sri Lanka.

Mr. Chairman, the second key
U.S. regional objective I would
like to highlight is encourage-
ment of democratic government.
Democracy has a strong base in
the Subcontinent. India and Sri
Lanka have enjoyed forty years
of representative government.
Pakistan rejoined their ranks 18
months ago; its new democratic
polity has already shown resili-
ence under stress. And, as ] tes-
tified recently before Chairman
Solarz’s subcommittee, the winds
of democratic change that have
swept the world these last twelve
months have reached Nepal.

Pakistan, India, and Sri Lanka
are all faced with the gravest test
confronting democratic govern-
ments: maintaining public order
in the face of often violent dis-
sent without undermining the very
democratic values for which they
stand. The balance is a difficult
one.

U.K.

Mr Wyn Jones in the commons
on 2 July asked the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, whether his De-
partment has made any represen-
tations' to the Government of
(@) Sri Lanka and (b) India
concerning the recent escalation
of violence in Sri Lanka and if
he will make a statement.

Mr. Sainsbury: The British High
Commission in Colombo is in
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regular contact with the Sri Lan-
kan Government, and we have
also made contact with the Indian
Government. We are deeply
concerned by the renewed fighting
in Sri Lanka and by the suffering
and loss of live this is causing.
We are dismayed by the decision
of the Tamil Tigers to break off
negotiations with the Sri Lankan
Government and resume fight-
ing.

E.E.C.

Mr. Mario Sammartino, Charge
d’ Affaires of Italy as the repre-
sentative of the current President
of the EEC, Italy handed over th\
attached declaration, states the
Foreign Ministry.

The declaration states: “The
Twelve wish to express their deep
concern at the current deteriora-
tion of the situation in Sri Lanka.
They deplore the refusal of the
LTTE to continue negotiations
and its decision to renew fighting
in the North and East of the
country which both causes great
suffering among the civilian po-
pulation and leads thousands of
people to seek refuge in other
areas.

In conformity with President
Premadasa’s appeal for consulta-
tion, compromise and consensus,
they hope that a peaceful solution
will be found to the domestic
problems of the island with the
object of safeguarding the inde-
pendence, sovereignty, territorial
integrity and unity of Sri Lanka.

Australia

The Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Senator Gareth
Evans, today condemned the ac-
tions of the Tamil militant group,
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), in breaking the
ceasefire with the Sri Lankan
Government.

«“Whatever the frustrations of
the negotiating process in which
the LTTE have been engaged until
this point, it cannot justify aban-
doning peaceful negotiations in
favour of a return to the killing
and destruction that has caused
such misery throughout Sri Lanka
in recent years,”” Senator Evans
said.

“By resorting to violence, the

" LTTE has not only destroyed a

real chance of a return to peace
in Sri Lanka, but it also ensures
that the Tamil people — the very
people whose rights the LTTE
claims to protect — will be the
main losers as their homes again
become caught up in the fighting”.

There were already clear signs
that the grotesque cycle of mass-
acres and reprisals was starting
up again, with the consequent
death of civilians, including
children, being used by each side
as propaganda.

“There can be no winners from
the conflict which is now taking
place. The Australian Govern-
ment urges both sides to act with
restraint and resume their dia-
logue for the sake of all the
people of Sri Lanka, regardless of
their ethnic origin”, Senator
Evans said.

The LTTE has been waging a
military campaign against the
Sri Lankan Government in an
attempt to realise its aim of a
separate state, called ‘Eelam’, in
the north and northeast of Sri
Lanka.

Senator Evans said it was es-
pecially distressing that this
latest round of fighting had come
at a time when the Tamils had
achieved most of their aims, short
of a separate state, and needed
only to complete the final negoti-
ations to bring about a Tamil-
controlled Northeastern Province.



