TABLE OF CONTENTS

................................................................................................... xi
PART 1 THE BOY IN THE BORDERLANDS
Chapter 1  The Hinge of HiStOry....ccooenenmeereenerneemseeneeeseeseneens 3
Chapter 2 On the Mongol Frontier .......eneenneeneens 9
Chapter 3 ~ On the Descent of Yi Seong-gye......ccccoveeneernmernees 17
Chapter 4  The Frog in the Whirlpool......oeevecnneennennees 33
Chapter 5  “Men of Excellence Appear from Korea” ............ 43
Chapter 6 The Horseman in the Capital.......cccoeosenmereenneueen. 49
PART II THE GENERAL OF GORYEO
Chapter 7  The Advent of General Yi ... 57
Chapter 8  Royal Intrigues: Reform and Resentment

100 Q) = LI €10) iy 4= TP 79

Chapter 9  Seong-gye the Cipher..... e 99
Chapter 10 Pirates, Gunpowder, and the Brave Baby ........ 105
Chapter 11 “Itis You who will Accomplish my Will!"......... 121
Chapter 12 Decadents and Exiles of Late Goryeo.......coc..... 125
Chapter 13 The General’s Bow and the Scholar’s Brush ... 137
Chapter 14 Feuding Factions of Late GOryeo ......cueeseennee 145
Chapter 15 The Return from Wihwado .....ccoeeneenreereenseenne. 155
Chapter 16 “Fish in a Cauldron, Gasping for Breath”.......... 175
Chapter 17 Radicals 0n Fire .....enenmeenneeneeneeesseeseeseennee 195
Chapter 18 Millenarian Dreams........oeneneeneseeeenes 203
Chapter 19 Base Blood and Counter Revolution ........ccc..... 209
Chapter 20 What Shall it Be? This or That? ......cccovveeeneennee 217
Chapter 21 Standing Before the Phoenix Throne................. 225



PART III THE KING OF JOSEON
Chapter 22 The Crown Prince of JOS€0n ....coveenirvnernrenneernenne 233
Chapter 23 Of Politicide ..o veererreenreeeeereeseeseeseeseese e 245
Chapter 24  Of Myth-MaKing ......cccouumeneenseeneenserseenseeseesesseesseenees 251
Chapter 25 Government by Benevolence........ccoeeseeeneeneenn. 273
Chapter 26  Zhou of the East....coeeeeenneeneenneesneeseesseeeseeens 285
Chapter 27 Government by Remonstrance .........ooveeeneeens 297
Chapter 28 “His Thunderous and

Earth Shaking Reputation”........ccoeomnereenneereenn. 309
Chapter 29 The Ming Memorial Affair .......ccoerneeeneeneeneenes 329
Chapter 30 “With Horses Driven Like That,

One Can GO to War”.....eeeeeesssesnsessseesseesseeens 347
Chapter 31 The Strife of the Princes......neenneeneceneeens 361
PART IV THE HOLY MAN OF HAMJU
Chapter 32 The Disappearing MeSSengers.......eenes 373
Chapter 33  Temple SOlace.....oeminereenseereeneeeseeseeseeseiseesseenees 385
Chapter 34 The Pampas Grass of Hamhung .......cccveniennes 391
Chapter 35 A Tree With Deep ROOtS.....cccvvvrnrensesnesensesresneenens 399
REFERENCE MATTER
INOLES weereneereeeseesee e es e s s bbb e en s 405
210 10 <3 =10 1 7O 481



FIGURES

Figure 1. King Taejo Family Tree ......eneeneerneeennesseenees xXxi
Figure 2. Timeline: Major Events in Story of King Taejo.......xxii
Figure 3. 14th Century GOIYEO0 ....vensenesesesesisesesssssesssssens XXiv

Figure 4. The Path of the Jeonju Yi Clan:
From Jeonju to GA@ZYEONE......cooceereerrernremeeersersessersesseessessessesasens XXV

Figure 5. Yi Seong-gye's Major Conflicts in the North............ Xxvi

Figure 6. Yi Seong-gye's Activities in the South............c........ xxvii



