Glossary of Recurring Terms

abhiseka (Skt.), apisekam (Ta.)
alamkara (Skt.), alarnkaram (Ta.)

amavdacai (Ta.)
amman (Ta.)

ampal (Ta.)

arul vakku (Ta.)
asura (Skt.), curan (Ta.)
drati (Skt.), aratti (Ta.)

bhakti (Skt.)

cuntal (Ta.)

curasamhara (Ta.)

darsana (Skt.)

homa (Skt.)

kalasa (Skt.), kalacam (Ta.)

kanya (Skt.), kanni (Ta.)

kappu (Ta.) raksabandha (Skt.)

kolu (Ta.)

kunkumam (Ta.)

lila (Skt.)

miulamurti (Skt.), milavar,
milapéram (Ta.)

nonpu (Ta.)

pandal

pommai (Ta.)
prasada (Skt.), piracatam (Ta.)

puja (Skt.), piicai (Ta.)
pujari (Ta.)

Purattdci (Ta.)

ritual bathing of a deity

ornamentation, ritual decoration of a
deity

new moon day

goddess, more common term than
ampal

goddess, more Brahmanical term than
amman

oracular speech

demon

ritual of circulating a burning lamp in
front of a deity

devotion

dish of pulses and legumes

ritual fight between deity and a demon

auspicious viewing

fire sacrifice

pot

girl below the age of puberty

protective cord tied around the wrist

tiered display of dolls

vermillion powder

divine play

lit. “root image”, immovable image of
the deity installed in a temple

ritual fast of women

temporary structures set up for
venerating a deity

doll

food offered to a deity distributed to
devotees for consumption

ritual of devotional worship

officiating non-Brahmin priest in
goddess temples

Tamil month September-October
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Sakti (Skt.), catti, cakti (Ta.)

santa, saumya (Skt.),
cantam (Ta.)
Sricakra (Skt.)

Srividya (Skt.)

sthalapurdna, mahatmya (Skt.),
talapuranam (Ta.)

sumangali, suvasint (Skt.),
cumankali (Ta.)

tampilam (Ta.)

ugra (Skt.), ukkiram (Ta.)

utsava (Skt.), urcavam (Ta.)
utsavamurti (Skt.),
urcavapéram (Ta.)
vahana (Skt.), vakanam (Ta.)
vrata (Skt.), viratam (Ta.)

Vijayadasami (Skt.), Vicayatacami

(Ta.)
yagasala (Skt.)

feminine power, the supreme female
energy

benevolent, peaceful, characteristic of
the goddess

three dimensional mystical diagram of
the Srividyd school

auspicious wisdom, a tantric tradition
of goddess worship

texts that tell the origin of Tamil
shrines, sub-genre of puranas

auspicious married woman

offering of betel and auspicious gifts

fierce, malevolent, characteristic of the
goddess

religious festival

procession image of the temple deity

vehicle (of the god)

vow

final commemoration day of the
goddses’s victory

sacrificial hall



	Cover: Front
	Preliminaries
	Contents
	List of Figures 
	A Note by the Editors
	Acknowledgements
	Notes on Language and Transliteration
	Abbreviations
	Introduction
	The Nine Nights of the Goddess
	Approach and Methodology
	Exploring the Play of the Feminine
	Navarātri and the Feminine
	Agency
	Līlā – Divine Play
	Defining Festival and Utsava
	Festivals, Rituals, Play and Playfulness
	About the Book

	Part I: Navarātri in Myth and Temples
	Chapter 1: Kanchipuram, the Goddesses, and Their Temples
	Kanchipuram: A Brief History
	The Kāmākṣī Ammaṉ Temple
	Kāmākṣī and Śrīvidyā
	Priests and Worship
	The Taming of Kāmākṣī

	The Paṭavēṭṭammaṉ Temple
	Paṭavēṭṭammaṉ

	Chapter 2: The Myth: the Goddess and the Demon
	The Lalitāsahasranāma, Lalitopākhyāna and the Demon Killing Pattern from Devīmāhātmya
	Local Myths of the Goddess and the Demon: Sthalapurāṇas and Māhātmyas
	Kāmākṣī and Bandhakāsura/Bhaṇḍāsura/Paṇṭācuraṉ
	The Priest’s Version
	Paṭavēṭṭammaṉ and Makiṣāsuraṉ
	Concluding Remarks

	Chapter 3: Navarātri in the Kāmākṣī Temple
	Four Navarātris
	The Ritual Manual Saubhāgyacintāmaṇi and Contemporary Performance
	Ritual Procedures during Navarātri
	Inaugural Rites 
	The Sprouting of Auspicious Seeds
	Tying of Protective Cords
	Invocation and Worship of the Goddesses in kalaśas 

	Daily Observances
	Pūjās and homas
	Worship of Prepubescent Girls and Auspicious Married Women
	Ornamenting the Goddess: Alaṃkāras
	Kāmākṣī’s Fight with the Demon
	Cultural Program and Kolu

	Additional Ceremonies
	Sarasvatī Pūjā

	Rites of Closure
	Ablution of Kāmākṣī’s Weapon
	Worship of the Vaṉṉi Tree
	Procession in the Golden Chariot

	Subsequent Rites
	Ablutions from a Thousand Pots
	Swing Festival

	Concluding Remarks

	Chapter 4: Navarātri in the Paṭavēṭṭammaṉ Temple
	The Festival Area and the Crowd
	Navarātri and Āṭi
	Ritual Procedures during Navarātri
	Inaugural Rites
	Homa and Preparation of the Kalaśa
	Bringing Gifts for the Mother 
	Tying of Protective Cords

	Daily Observances
	Worship Routines
	Entertainment Program
	Providing Food
	Transforming the Goddess through Alaṃkāras

	Additional Ceremonies
	Oil Lamp Pūjā
	Paṭavēṭṭammaṉ’s Fight with the Demon

	Subsequent Rites
	Milk Pot Procession and Ritual Piercings: “On Tying the kāppu I Get Peace of Mind”
	Swing Festival

	Concluding Remarks


	Part II: Navarātri at Home
	Chapter 5: The Kolu as a Feminine Space
	An Introduction: Mrs. Gowri’s Kolu
	Kolu Rituals
	Recitations and Songs
	Worship of Auspicious Married Women and Prepubescent Girls
	Evening Visits

	Kolu, the Feminine and the Auspicious
	Men and Kolu 
	Who is the Goddess on the Kolu? 
	The Symbolism of “Hot” and “Cool” and Women’s Religious Agency
	Concluding Remarks

	Chapter 6: Creativity and Playfulness in Kolu
	Displaying the Play of the Deities
	The Dolls and Their Makers
	Fashioning the Goddess
	Competition, Didactics, Sentiments, and Social Commentary 
	Mr. Gopinath’s Handcrafted Kolu
	Playfulness, Entertainment, and Contemporary Trends
	Concluding Remarks

	Chapter 7: Newly Started Kolus, Brahminization and Adaptions
	An Example: The Kolus of Kavitha and Ponnamal
	Votive Dolls and the Increasing Popularity of Kolu 
	Kolus, Brahminization and Class Mobility
	Temple Kolus and Brahminization

	Appropriating the Kolu
	Adaptions and Appropriations
	Concluding Remarks

	Chapter 8: Sarasvatī Pūjā: A Festival within the Festival
	Concluding Remarks: The Play of the Feminine
	The Nature of the Divine Feminine
	The Religious Agency of Women and Feminine Power
	The Festive Play


	Glossary of Recurring Terms
	Bibliography
	Primary Sources
	Monographs and Articles

	Cover: Back


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType true

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

    /Garamond

    /Garamond3FV

    /Garamond3FV-Bold

    /Garamond3FV-BoldItalic

    /Garamond3FV-Italic

    /GaramondAntiqua

    /Garamond-Bold

    /GaramondHalbfett

    /Garamond-Italic

    /GaramondKursiv

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 1200

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 1200

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice





