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About the Editors and Contributors

Annalisa Bocchetti  https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0603-5848
specializes in early modern Indo-Islamic literary cultures, focusing 
on vernacular Sufi narratives. With a PhD from “L’Orientale” Univer-
sity of Naples (2022) and an FWO postdoctoral fellowship at Ghent 
University (2022–2024), she now researches South Asian folk and oral 
traditions at “L’Orientale” University of Naples.

Winand Callewaert is an emeritus professor of Sanskrit and Hindu-
ism at the Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium. He has conducted 
research in India since 1965, focusing on the devotional literature of 
the Nirguna and Saguna traditions, including Dadupanthi and Kabir. 
He has published numerous books and articles.

John E. Cort is Professor Emeritus of Religion at Denison University 
in Granville, Ohio, USA. His research focuses on religion, history, lit-
erature, culture and society in western India, especially Gujarat and 
Rajasthan, and especially on the Jains. He has published articles in 
several ICEMLNI volumes.

John Stratton Hawley  https://orcid.org/0009-0000-6771-0275
– informally, Jack – is Claire Tow Professor of Religion at Barnard Col-
lege, Columbia University. His most recent book on India’s bhakti tra-
ditions is Krishna’s Playground: Vrindavan in the 21st Century (Oxford, 
2020), which has recently been translated into Hindi as Kṛṣṇa Līlābhūmi 
(Rajkamal, 2022).

Monika Horstmann   https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4789-7842
retired as Professor of Modern Languages and Literatures of South 
Asia at South Asia Institute, University of Heidelberg. Her area of re-
search is north India, with a focus on religious orders of Rajasthan, 
their literature, and the interface between religion and politics.

Heleen De Jonckheere  https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9714-0250
is a scholar of Jain literature and the history of the Jains within the re-
ligious plurality of premodern India. Her research has focused on mul-
tiple language use by Jains involving Sanskrit, Prakrit, Apabhramsha, 
Published in Hiroko Nagasaki, Monika Horstmann, and Kiyokazu Okita (eds), Early Modern 
Literatures in North India. Current Research 2022–2024. Heidelberg: Heidelberg Asian Studies 
Publishing, 2025. https://doi.org/10.11588/hasp.1553
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Kannada, and Old Hindi. She obtained her PhD from Ghent University, 
is currently appointed at SOAS, and will return to Ghent University at 
the end of 2025.

Anne Murphy  https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0171-6003
(Ph.D. Columbia) teaches in the Department of History at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia. Her work focuses on the Punjab region of 
India and Pakistan, with interests in language and textual cultures, 
the history of the Punjabi language, literary and religious community 
formations in the early modern and modern periods, oral history, com-
memoration, historiography, and material culture studies.

Hiroko Nagasaki  https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5339-2903
is a professor of Hindi literature at the University of Osaka. Her re-
search focuses on early Hindi devotional literature and Hindi metrics. 
Recent publications are the co-authored book Triveṇī Texts of Three 
Literary Traditions in Early Modern Languages of North India. A Read-
er (2023) and ‘The Rhythm of Early Hindi Poetry as Reflected in the 
Piṅgala Literature’ (2024). 

Kiyokazu Okita  https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6752-2802
is Associate Professor of Hindu Studies at Faculty of Liberal Arts and 
at Graduate Program in Global Studies, Sophia University. He is also 
a research fellow at the Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies. He is the au-
thor of Hindu Theology in Early Modern South Asia (Oxford University 
Press, 2014) as well as the editor of The Building of Vṛndāvana (Brill, 
2024. Co-edited with Rembert Lutjeharms). 

Rosina Pastore  https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6594-4577
is currently FWO postdoctoral fellow at Gent University (Belgium). She 
obtained her PhD in 2022 from the University of Lausanne (Switzerland) 
in Indian Studies. Her main domain of research is vernacular philo-
sophical literature, which she investigates through primary sources 
in Classical and Modern Hindi, Rajasthani, and its interactions with 
Sanskrit knowledge systems. She is the author of Vedānta, Bhakti, and 
Their Early Modern Sources: Philosophical and Religious Dimensions 
of Brajvāsīdās’s Prabodhacandrodaya Nāṭaka published by De Gruyter 
in 2024.

Heidi Pauwels  https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0919-0774
is Professor at the University of Washington, Seattle. She has writ-
ten two monographs on 16C Bhakti; a book comparing Sanskrit, early 
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modern Hindi, and contemporary film and television retellings of the 
stories of Sita and Radha; and two volumes on cultural exchange in 
18C Kishangarh art and poetry. A third volume has just appeared from 
Cambridge University Press: The Voice of the Indian Mona Lisa. She has 
been awarded Guggenheim, AIIS, and NEH fellowships.

Akshara Ravishankar  https://orcid.org/0009-0009-3066-5066
is currently an FWO Junior Postdoctoral Fellow at Ghent University in 
Belgium. Her current research focusses on the interpretive histories 
of the Bhagavad Gītā in North India, and on exegetical writings in 
Sanskrit and early Hindi in the period between 1400–1800 CE. 

Danuta Stasik  https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6885-9714
– Professor of South Asian Studies at the University of Warsaw. Her 
research focuses on the history of Hindi literature, literary criticism, 
and the Rāmāyaṇa tradition. Her latest works include the volumes 
Oral–Written–Performed (HASP 2020) and Literary Cultures in Early 
Modern India (with Imre Bangha; OUP 2024).

Radosław Tekiela  https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2710-8076
is a former PhD candidate at the Doctoral School of Humanities, Uni-
versity of Warsaw. His research was focused on early modern romance 
in Hindi, and Islam in India.

Aleksandra Turek  https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8431-1268
is an Assistant Professor at the Chair of South Asian Studies, University 
of Warsaw. Her research focuses on early modern Rajasthani litera-
ture and the Rajasthani language. She has authored publications on 
Rajasthan, including articles, book chapters, and the book The Three 
Jewels of the Desert (2012). Additionally, she is a co-author of Triveṇī 
(2023).

Biljana Zrnic  https://orcid.org/0009-0008-9794-8258
is a visiting professor at the Department of Languages and Cultures at 
Ghent University. Her research focuses on early modern North Indian 
literatures, manuscript culture, and the community of Dādūpanth. 
Her recent publications include ‘Sūrdās’ poetry in the community of 
Dādūpanth’ (2024) and Reframing Traditions in Early Modern India 
(forthcoming, 2025). 
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