The catalogue which follows presents the stone
sculptures and the terracottas from Eastern In-
dia which are in the possession of the Museum
fiir Indische Kunst, Berlin. The collection is
old and was assembled at a time, in the 19th
and early 20th c., when the only other large
Western institutions to collect art from Eastern
India were the British Museum and the Vic-
toria & Albert Museum, and in importance it is
to be placed next to the collection of the Brit-
ish Museum. It illustrates specific aspects of
the art of eastern India, which are not so com-
monly collected like votive caitya.s or votive
slabs, which were found at Bodh Gaya and are
usually disregarded.

A large number of these sculptures have in-
scriptions, which were read by Dr. Gouriswar
Bhattacharya. Besides, two Burmese inscrip-
tions were read by Dr. Tilman Frasch,
Stidasien-Institut der Universitiat Heidelberg,
whom we thank.

Since it is the collection of this Museum
which drew my attention when I was a student,
to this Indian school of sculpture which would
become the centre of my research, I close
somehow a circle with this work. However, its
accomplishment would not have been possible,
had the former director of the Museum fiir In-
dische Kunst, Berlin, Prof. Dr. Herbert Hértel
not entrusted me with the writing of this cata-
logue and had its actual director, Prof. Dr.
Marianne Yaldiz not encouraged me. Her defi-
nite help acted in a decisive way for bringing
into existence this project. All my gratitude
goes to her for her enthusiam and decision to
proceed actively with this publication. Both of
them entitled me to study, catalogue and pub-
lish this large collection of sculptures, for
which [ feel much honoured.

It is with pleasure that I thank Mrs Regina
Hickmann, dipl.phil. and Dr. Lore Sander for
the kindness and help which they provided
when I worked in the reserve collection or with
the old files of the Museum. More particularly,
I am grateful to Mrs Sander for the numerous
discussions about various aspects of the history
of the collection which she shared with me
while doing herself her research on the objects
having disappeared at the end of the war.

It is evident that the work presented here
could not have been done without the docu-
mentation and photographic material assem-
bled in the course of years. I take the opportu-
nity to thank the persons who welcomed me in
their institutions. In India: Dr. R. C. Sharma,
Director of the Bharat Kala Bhawan, Varanasi
and former Director of the Indian Museum,
Calcutta and Director General of the National
Museum, New Delhi; the late Dr Shashi As-
thana, Curator at the National Museum, New
Delhi; Dr. Kalpana Desai, Director at the
Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay; the Au-
thorities of the Patna Museum and of the Nara-

dah Museum in Nawadah, the Authorities of
the Archaeological Survey of India & Dr. K.
Sharad Chandra in Lakhi Sarai. In Bangladesh:
the late Dr. Mukleshur Rahman, Director of
the Varendra Research Museum, Rajshahi; Dr.
Enamul Haque, former Director General of the
Bangladesh National Museum and Dr. A. K.
M. Shamsul Alam, former Director of the
Department of Archaeology and Museums,
Dhaka. In Europe: the late Albert Le Bonheur,
Musée Guimet, Paris; Wladimir Zwalf, former
curator at the Department of Eastern Art, The
British Museum, London; John Guy, curator at
the Victoria & Albert Museum, London; Jere-
miah P. Losty, Oriental and India Office Col-
lections (British Library), London; Dr. James
C. Harle, former curator at the Ashmolean
Museum, Oxford and Dr. Andrew Topsfield,
his successor; the authorities of the Edinburgh
Royal Museum & of the Birmingham Museum
and Art Galleries. In U.S.A.: Dr. Terese Tse-
Bartholomew, curator at the Avery Brundage
Collection, Asian Art Museum of San Fran-
cisco; Steve Kossak, Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York; Amy Poster, The Brooklyn
Museum; Dr. Vishakha Desai, Director of the
Asia Society, New York and formerly at the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

I wish also to express my grateful thoughts
to Shri Vinod Krishna Kanoria and his family
in Patna who helped in many ways our stays
and travels in Bihar as well as to Shri A. P.
Poddarand Shri S. K. Neotia in Calcutta and to
the private collectors of Europe and U.S.A.
who allowed me to study the images in their
possession. Various points were discussed in
course of time with colleagues, first of all Dr.
Gouriswar Bhattacharya, but also Ulrich von
Schroeder who shared with me some recent de-
velopments of his work, in particularly a “pre-
cious” Glossary and Giovanni Verardi, Univer-
sity of Napoli for information dealing with the
presence of Austine Waddell in Nepal. I am ut-
most thankful to Eddy Smyth who took the
heavy charge of carefully perusing the English
typescript of a text which lies miles away from
his daily concerns. I cannot fail to express my
gratefulness to Dr. Joachim Bautze for his ac-
tive part in collecting the photographic mate-
rial and for having sustained me all through the
realisation of this project while he was himself
engaged abroad upon numerous time-consum-
ing activities.





